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1. Fellowship, Marie Gørrild 2008 New York City, et al. “Gentrification and Displacement 

in Harlem: How the Harlem Community Lost Its Voice En Route to Progress.” Humanity 

in Action,  

In this article a group of writers go to Harlem in an effort to study the drastic effects of 

gentrification within one of Harlem's most historical spots, 125th street, through their research 

they discover that “black Harlem” is being stripped of its culture by raising the rent on soul food 

restaurants and local businesses in order to move them out and create commercial building to 

turn 125th street into “...another Manhattan high street”. I would use this article in my essay 

because it highlights exactly the issue that’s going on in Harlem right now especially since it 

comes from someone outside of the community who sees and understands the history that’s 

being removed from Harlem from 125th street alone.  

2. “On Every Harlem Corner: Big Money and Bulldozers Threaten Black History.” The 

Guardian, Guardian News and Media, 23 June 2019 

The author of this article has no issue highlighting the fact that companies are disregarding the 

history of African Americans through Harlem's local businesses and landmarks not just in New 

York but in America as a whole Harlem was the place many Civil rights leaders, and black artist 

and entertainers came to be heard and fight for change for the country and that history is being 

stripped in name of progression and quite frankly money. I would use this in my essay because it 

highlights the reason Harlem is being gentrified people come here for historical landmarks like 

the apollo, the zebra room and authentic soul food and companies see that as a marketing 

opportunity.  

3. “Gentrification Affects Harlem's Most Famous Commercial Strip.” Spectrum News NY1, 

This article makes an effort to ask people who live in Harlem and have known Harlem how it 

feels to walk down 125th street with all the new retail stores and malls going up and people 

compare it a lot to being on 34th street and times square and more that it's catering the same 

people who come from “downtown” which is not what we love about Harlem we love the history 

and the culture and new retail stores and malls just takes away from those things. This would be 

used in my essay because of the fact that they’ve asked and interviewed actual people in Harlem 

who have lived here for years about what they’ve seen change and how drastic the change is. 

4. Adams, Michael Henry. “The End of Black Harlem.” The New York Times, The New 

York Times, 27 May 2016,  

In this article a person who grew up in Harlem for thirty years tells her understanding of what's 

going on in Harlem and why it is dangerous to the current residents who have lived here for 



years and years. She explains her fight to “save Harlem” as well as even educating younger 

people about why this “renovation” or “sprucing up” is so terrible for the people already living 

their lives here. I want to add this source into my essay because it highlights the reasons why 

new housing complexes, high-rises and malls not just in Harlem but in the middle of one of 

Harlem's most historical areas is going to drive out already low-income residents.  

5. Arakelian, Elizabeth. “Black Residents Respond to the New Harlem.” Voices of Harlem, 

17 May 2016,  

In this source not only does the author include people who are against the gentrification or 

“changes” she also included those who decided to move here which means those people actually 

want the “changes” to continue to make Harlem “better” not knowing or caring to do the 

research to understand why most people are against them and that these changes are stripping a 

place of its history as well as its residence, a history that mostly affects black people. I want to 

add this source to my essay because it had a different point of view in a sense that you get to see 

why other people who live in Harlem are for the changes and new complexes being built.  


