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Have you heard the phrase “Music transcends language barriers”? In the same sense have you 

ever watched a movie or show that wasn’t in any language that you speak so you just didn’t 

understand any of the words. I mean a show that you had to completely rely on subtitles to 

understand anything that was going on. Yet despite the language barrier it becomes the best show 

you ever watched? I’ve always held the believe that international shows and films are way better 

and make more sense than what I'm used to in the US. The only international film industry that 

I'm most familiar with and see a large contrast with from America is Korean Dramas. What 

about these dramas creates such a large and international fan base, that people all the way across 

the world tune in to Korean shows and build a community with those who invest their time into 

the same shows despite the language barrier.  

From a western point of view the biggest difference between regular Korean Dramas and 

American shows and movies is the difference in how romance is presented. In America its 

normal to see close intimate scenes with the two main love interest early in the series and even 

love interest that aren't even the main characters, in regular Korean dramas it’s a culture shock to 

see any physical intimacy like holding hands or kissing in the beginning of the show instead they 

choose to focus more on the journey of how the main couple even fell in love and realized they 

were meant to be together and the intimacy comes usually on the last episode or second to last 

episode. In contrast, in American shows you don’t really get a reason or get to see how the main 



characters fall in love your just told “hey these two people hated each other and now they love 

each other deal with it”. 

For example, let's take a fairly new and popular Kdrama that was watched by different groups of 

people all over the world called True Beauty and analyze the genre of what a kdrama is. True 

Beauty is your standard Kdrama, meaning there's 16 episodes, each episode being about an hour 

and thirty minutes long, a plot that almost always has something to do with beauty or vanity and 

a villain that is always a group of bullies and a jealous friend, (you can understand a lot of 

Korean culture and values through kdramas as well). At the beginning of the show there was a 

girl who didn't meet the proper Korean beauty standards (her skin was “too dark”, she has severe 

acne, her eyebrows were “too thick”, and she wore glasses) she was severely bullied for her 

appearance. In the first episode there wasn’t any love interest the main goal was to get the main 

leads personal story out of the way in a way that would make sense and include the male leads 

later in the show. Later on, when she moves, she has the opportunity to remake herself into 

someone more conventionally attractive in Korean standards through makeup and her goal is to 

fool her new classmates long enough with her “angelic face” that she makes real friends. As an 

audience member we see the romance between the female lead, the male lead and the female 

lead as a person flourish. Whilst the character herself is oblivious to the emotions of the male 

lead the audience knows it well. In the second to last episode, we get a glimpse of physical 

intimacy and which is the standard for most kdramas.  

Without Korean culture and standards being imitated in their shows and films there would 

probably not be as large fan base outside of Asia for Korean entertainment as there is now. The 

purpose of these dramas seems to be mostly to provide entertainment for all kinds of people. The 

difference in culture and value is refreshing from a western perspective you become immersed in 



the genre itself. Even on streaming sites like Netflix and Hulu where there are places to select a 

genre of the type of show of movie you would like to watch, there is always an area for Asian 

dramas. In regard to the audience of certain dramas I would say it is for anyone to be honest 

because through social media you really see all kinds of people from all types of background 

who invest their time and energy in Korean shows and even make group chats and social media 

meet ups to have a discourse what they like the most which is Korean entertainment.  

Another aspect of Korean dramas is the pattern of “second lead syndrome”. Second Lead 

Syndrome is basically when there are two love interest for the female lead the first male lead is 

always the one who ends up with the girl and the second male lead is most of the time just there 

for a competitive addition and always who the audience falls in love with first and roots for in 

the duration of the show but eventually does not get the girl, hence second lead syndrome. The 

director writes the first couple episodes in a manner in which we must figure out for ourselves 

who is a part of the main cast and therefore who will end up with the girl. Sometimes the kdrama 

fans often make a sport of finding who the second lead is before its eventually revealed towards 

at a certain point. This could almost be compared to twilight in a sense because so many people 

had made of their minds about who they want the female lead to be with.  

In conclusion the culture, values and standards of Korea are what draw many western fans to the 

kdramas and the community that comes with them. People say music can transcend language 

barriers, this can definitely stand for shows and movies as well. While music is able to bring 

people together, movies and shows allows us to have a discourse with people from other cultures 

and the ability to understand to an extent the culture and values of another country especially 

when we have people from said country who help us to understand the cultures more in depth so 

we can also be respectful in our adoration for Korean dramas.  


