
In-Class Writing

Write (in sentence format) a paragraph (3 to 6 sentences) that regards one thing in 
your culture which you feel has power over you, be it good or bad. What ties this thing to 
your culture? (In this case, you will have to properly term your culture.)

Kwame Anthony Appiah’s Cosmopolitanism

An important question for Appiah (and all of us):  How real are values? (Remember 
the separation of facts and values).

HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VjMnyP142b8" \t "_blank"http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=VjMnyP142b8  ((an excerpt from the documentary, 
The Examined Life ))

I’d like to examine some intriguing statements from your all’s blog entries:

3. To conclude with the book the author writes “In a single there is no 
wisdom.” Wisdom comes from the knowledge one acquires through experience 
of the world, reading, and trial and error. Without interaction with the world, 
making mistakes, realizing what is out there and what is not one would just be 
lost in their own mind. The only way to truly be wise is not about knowing 
yourself but rather knowing the world around you.  How do we get to know 
the world around us? What are some good methods for doing so?

2. Globalization introduces interchanges of international perspectives, 
products, ideas and different aspects of culture including religion, politics and 
economics. With so many various interchanges, how can one accept another?  
How do we already do it? How do we not do it? By we, I mean, inhabitants of 
the world.

The world we live in has far too many variables for there ever to be complete 
unity. For example, in religion, it is ridiculous for me to imagine a world in 
which Islam, Christianity, and Judaism are joined as on. The thought is so 
preposterous it brings about humor. Should there ever be global citizenship, we will 
live in one boring world.  (What makes the idea of one world boring? Don’t 
we already live in one world? How many worlds do we live in?)

2. Appiah states “social justice is not an attribute of individuals”(228). I 
believe that he is wrong in saying this because there are many individuals with 
social justice as an attribute, most people believe in “neutrality” or fairness/
evenhandedness. If you take a look at modern society there are many groups 
whether it be religious or political that have morals founded on fairness and 
equality. (What’s incorrect about this statement?)

Here is another interesting question from Appiah:  “Without a shared world, what is 
there to discuss?” (p. 31)

Appiah writes, on page 163, “People have needs—health, food, shelter, education—



that must be met if they are to lead decent lives. There are certain options that they 
ought to have:  to seek sexual satisfaction with consenting partners; to have children 
if they wish to; to move from place to place; to express and share ideas; to help 
manage their societies; to exercise their imaginations. (These are options. People 
should also be free not to exercise them.)

Where and how are the above freedoms and options removed, taken, not given, not 
provided. And, who or what does the taking, providing, option-making, etc. Who 
allows? Think in specific terms regarding these questions.

As you finish reading Appiah’s work, think about the above citation, from pg. 163 
and apply it what you read and think and do over the break.

Peer-Reviewed Introductions

Give your partner back his or her introduction and explain, first, what you thought 
was working about the introduction, what was successful. What’s the best part of it? 
Then, provide a few points of where improvement could occur.

The Research Process 

Please make proper and detailed use of the handout I constructed.

Do you have any questions?

Remember you will need at least 8 varied sources – at least two books, two scholarly 
articles, two magazine/newspaper articles, etc…

Assignments 

Both of these are due by 11:59pm on Friday 3/22.

Your revised introduction, double-spaced as a Word .DOC, e-mailed to me.
Revise your in-class writing and post it to today’s blog entry, Class XI.
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