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Research

2. Simply make a deep analysis of an issue or problem or drama in the place about 
which you’ve chosen to write. What’s keeping folks up at night? Delve deep into the 
matter. Here you’ll especially want to focus on what you don’t know and make sure 
you’ve exhausted all resources to understand it. Here your argument will be a very clear 
insight into the issue which you can back up with your deep and insightful research and 
analysis. What’s important here is that you’re shedding light on the issue or drama and, 
hopefully, clarity to people.

Topic of Choice

Question 2 format

Colorism

More specifically, unconscious colorism

Research Articles

Write a concise annotation that summarizes the central theme and scope of the book or 
article. Include one or more sentences that (a) evaluate the authority or background of 
the author, (b) comment on the intended audience, (c) compare or contrast this work 
with another you have cited, or (d) explain how this work illuminates your bibliography 
topic.

Article 1:  The Head Scarf, Modern Turkey, and Me
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Batuman, Elif, et al. “The Head Scarf, Modern Turkey, and Me.” The New Yorker, 3 Jan. 
2016, www.newyorker.com/magazine/2016/02/08/cover-story-personal-history-elif-
batuman.

Scope of article:

In the Head Scarf, Modern Turkey and Me, the author Elif Batuman speaks about her 
experience growing up westernized and seeing the contrast between the beliefs she 
grew up with and the beliefs she saw within her cultural roots. She talks about how 
growing up her family was happy about modernization and the changes that brought 
them to where they were. They even shared many negative ideas about the people who 
were "stuck in the past" by not appealing to the modern western world. But these ideas 
were slowly bisected into more complex cultural norms that have been adapted over 
decades and Batuman was able to see both the wrongness but beauty of the contrasting 
cultures. 

a)Elif Batuman is an American writer of Turkish descent. She grew up here in the U.S 
but was able to experience some of her Turkish culture through her parents. And 
although it was a very biased view with a lot of non acceptance of cultural roots, in this 
article her attempt and devotion to get to an understanding is very visible. She is able 
look past these biased ideals at times in order to create this connection and understand 
the historical and cultural essence of Turkey.

b)The intended audience I believe would be anyone who is against/for Islam and the 
religious background of Turkey. Many doubt it's ethics or whether or not it is a form of 
control/old way of thinking, and through her journey you are able to see how she comes 
to terms with the fact that the two can coexist.

c)Elif Batuman's paper is much more anecdotal as she talks about her personal 
experiences with the way her parents expressed themselves towards "unmodern" 
Turkish religion and culture. And is more of a development of her own ideas and 
experiences throughout her journey of understanding rather than others who tend to be 
more factual or less personal with their writing about topics like this.

d) This article contributes to my topic to colorism because in many countries, the idea 
of colorism goes way beyond the color of your skin. Colorism is a form of discrimination 
derived through racism because it is prejudice based on skin color. But this idea did not 
appear out of thin air, like racism, these tendencies come from the idea that the white 
western world is the only one that is civil and correct. Causing anything not considered 
"modern" or "Europeanized" to be called savage, uncivil, uneducated, or as Batuman 

http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2016/02/08/cover-story-personal-history-elif-batuman
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stated "uncool". So in this article, you see how native religion and culture is depicted as 
insane almost, something unreasonable and Batuman has to go through a whole 
process of experience and learning in order to finally understand it. And within that 
native culture, the Western ideas of colorism have also been infiltrated.

Article 2: Walking While Black

8, Garnette Cadogan July. “Walking While Black.” Literary Hub, Lit Hub, 26 Mar. 2019, 
lithub.com/walking-while-black/.

Scope of the article:

In this reading the author goes deep into his experience as a black person, within his 
home country, and America. He explains the different emotions and thought process as 
well as the numerous assimilations/adaptations he must do in order to survive as a 
black person. And the conclusion is brought at some point that this so called glamorous 
life style of living in America or the land of opportunities, came at a very high price and 
risk if you are black. And that living in America is almost like an endless restless game 
of cat and mouse, always on the look out and on vigilance to make sure you stay alive or 
at least your dignity is preserved.

a) Garnette Cadogan is an African American researcher and writer of Jamaican descent. 
He is also known as a Martin Luther King Jr. Visiting Scholar (2017-2018) at the 
Department of Urban Studies at MIT, as well as a Visiting Fellow at the Institute for 
Advanced Studies in Culture at the University of Virginia and NYU. Garnette Cadogan is 
therefore not just an average writer but someone who has really dedicated his life to 
this kind of work and as an African American in America himself, his anecdotes do 
possess strong value.

b) The intended audience I believe would be anyone living in America or that is aware 
of the racial issues occurring in it.  Although he speaks about his experience as a black 
person therefore it is a topic that the majority of black people could relate to, this is an 
issue that not only black people should be aware, but something that people from all 
other races should be taking part in fighting against. And the point in this writing isn't 
really to fight against it but more of him sharing his story and raising awareness to 
these astonishing events that occur very commonly unfortunately. 

c) "Walking While Black" does have a lot of anecdotal aspects similar to The Headscarf 
with the difference that there is much more emotional process within this piece. More 

http://lithub.com/walking-while-black/
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specifically negative emotions. In The Headscarf, there was more of a tone of curiosity, 
intrigues, even happiness when she was coming to understanding. But Walking While 
Black has a much darker but sublime tone to it as it is in correlation with the fear of 
sudden death and being undignified as a human being.

d) This writing piece contributes to my writing because a lot of the experience Cadogan 
had during his life is in correlation with colorism in America and around the world. 
People do know that it is going on but don't seem to know how to approach or just don't 
care. And the emotions and difficulty that he went through reflect how severe this 
problem has come to.

Article 3: Poverty and Colorism in India

Thelwell, Kim. “Colorism in India and the Fight Against It.” The Borgen Project, Kim 
Thelwell Https://Borgenproject.org/Wp-
Content/Uploads/The_Borgen_Project_Logo_small.Jpg, 2 Oct. 2020, 
borgenproject.org/colorism-in-india/.

Scope of the article: 
The article goes to explain the meaning of colorism and how it not only affects people 
socially but in many other aspects. In this case financially. India is used in this article as 
an example of the devastating effects of colorism in society. It speaks on the history of 
colorism and why it still prevails to this day. From the British throne favoring lighter 
skinned Indians as a form of expressing white supremacy, to now India being one of the 
countries within the largest skin whitening industries. It is not just a preference or a 
liking, but a need to be lighter in order to achieve any sort of little social mobility 
economically and socially.

a) Hannah Daniel, although not of the same culture or descent herself, does use many 
statistics and other well known sources in order to prove her work. In her writing she 
demonstrates where these ideas are derived from, not just ideas or thoughts but from 
other sources like the New York Times including statistics over the years that support 
her claims in her writing.

b) The intended audience for this article would be not just people affected by it in India 
but around the world since colorism and its vast negative impact as a really big issue 
around the world as well and this is a way of shining light on the issue. Researches, 
activists or racial equality supporters in general would be a good audience for this 

https://borgenproject.org/Wp-Content/Uploads/The_Borgen_Project_Logo_small.Jpg
http://borgenproject.org/colorism-in-india/
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article as it furthers important points in calling out these racial tendencies within 
Indian society and our own cultures.

c)The other two articles, The Head Scarf and Walking While Black both had a very 
personal anecdotal sense. Speaking about personal experiences and their journey 
understanding all of it. But Daniel took a different approach in this article as she 
cannot personally identify with the topic since she is not a person of color. She is 
logistic about it and uses research to make her claims and derive idea from it.

d) This article contributes to my writing because it contains a lot of research 
information that I can use to back up my claims on the severity of this issue. In addition 
since India is one of the largest countries in population size, it is a good example to 
how far this issue has come and to what dangerous extent.

Article 4:  Forecasted market value skin lightening products worldwide from 2017 to 
2027

Ridder, Published by M., and Nov 23. “Skin Lightening Products: Forecasted Global 
Market Value 2017-2027.” Statista, 23 Nov. 2020, 
www.statista.com/statistics/863876/global-forecasted-market-value-of-skin-
lightening-products/.

Scope of source:

The source above isn't an article but more of a set of records on the how much the 
demand and market value of skin whitening products has increased over the years. In 
the present day its value is already over 6 billion U.S dollars and it is expected to 
increase astronomically in the next few years. This of course reflects on how this issue 
has not gone away nor become less of a problem but has rather continued to grow.

a) This research was published by M Ridder and since these are records of data it was 
published under Statistica. This makes it a valuable source as the research has been 
profoundly done and is then endorsed by a web that dedicates to all type of research 
and ensuring its accuracy.

b) The intended audience for this type of research would be analysts, whether it be 
cultural or economic, this chart reflects both and contains information that would serve 
as good evidence for claims of not just surging demand for these products but its 
increase in use therefore increase in ideological benefits such as the benefit of lighter 
skin under the idea of colorism.

http://www.statista.com/statistics/863876/global-forecasted-market-value-of-skin-lightening-products/
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c)This article is the most different from the rest as it cannot really be considered an 
article or piece of writing but rather compiled information on this topic. There is no 
connection from author to audience at all but just the delivering of these stats and 
economic predictions.

d)Although there is a visible lack of connection, this article still is very useful within my 
writing because the stats are very useful in backing up claims and further extending 
explanations by providing evidence.

Article 5: America's Favorite Beauty Brands Are Still Pushing Skin Lightening Overseas

Alexandra, Rae. “America's Favorite Beauty Brands Are Still Pushing Skin Lightening 
Overseas.” KQED, 24 June 2020, www.kqed.org/arts/13881871/americas-favorite-
beauty-brands-are-still-pushing-skin-lightening-overseas. 

Scope of the article: 

The article America's Favorite Beauty Brands Are Still Pushing Skin Lightening 
Overseas speaks a lot about how big companies, US companies, continue to push these 
colorist and racist ideals through their products. But then contradict themselves by 
claiming to be activists to equality and support movements that their products 
completely go against. Skin whitening products have been implemented into almost 
everything whether it be using discreet words such as "brightening" or "light" or directly 
"skin whitening" or "white beauty". It is something very harmful that despite social 
movements over the years, has not changed.

a)Rae Alexandra is a staff writer who is within the KQED Arts & Culture, and is also the 
creator/author of the Rebel Girls From Bay Area History and Lockdown Movie Musts 
series. She has dedicated her work to various topic but this topic a very cautious one of 
course. She does though make sure to use a lot of direct evidence and call out the 
companies themselves straightforward in order to make her points very clear and 
credible.

b) The intended audience would be for anyone that is a regular consumer of these 
companies or aware of them because here in the U.S there may be the false reality that 
we have combatted racism even though we most certainly have not, in other parts of 
the world that is no where near the case. And articles like this expose the issues that we 
may subconsciously or unknowingly be supporting.

http://www.kqed.org/arts/13881871/americas-favorite-beauty-brands-are-still-pushing-skin-lightening-overseas
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c) This article once again does not have a personal experience embedded in it or a sort 
of storyline, but it also takes a very direct approach. Directly calling out the issues and 
even providing photo evidence of these such products that go against every pro equal 
rights campaign they could of have been part. Therefore making it look very 
contradictory and hypocritical. 

d)This article contributes to my writing because I can get not just experiences or idea in 
culture but straight up names of companies and products that still to this day support 
these kind of ideas. Which proves how this issue is still extremely prevalent and 
dangerous.


