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  Hurricane Sandy hit the tri-
state area on October 29th to 
the 30th, knocking power out 
in over 8 million homes. Over 
800,000 people lost power in 
New York City alone. I live in 
Douglaston Manor, Queens, and 
on November 6th, a week after 
the hurricane, most of my neigh-
borhood, including my family, 
was still without power. Yet, liv-
ing through an extended black-
out was shockingly enjoyable.  
  I loved being without power. 
Although it was very frustrat-
ing, showering in the dark, and 
eating family dinner by candle 
light, it definitely had a redeem-
ing quality. During the power 
outage, I really got to reconnect 
with my family. It was much eas-
ier to hold a conversation with 
my siblings, without the televi-
sion blaring in the background. 
  While, most of my peers, teach-
ers, and neighbors absolutely 

  I recently received an email 
from the Obama campaign read-
ing, “We won because of you.” 
No you didn’t. I and millions of 
other New Yorkers had nothing 
to do with President Obama’s 
resounding victory over the chal-
lenger Mitt Romney. In fact, the 
email should have read, “We 
won because of all of you liv-
ing in battleground states.”
  The Electoral College, which 
elects the president in the United 
States, must go. Now. Not be-
cause it consists of corrupt offi-
cials (although, that may be the 
case) or because it takes bribes 
(which also may be true). In-
stead, the Electoral College 
must hit the shower because it 
is incompatible with the very 
principles of our democratic 
government. The power to elect 
the president should be or-
dained to the very people that 
will be directly affected, not 
the elite few who will thrive re-
gardless of which party wins. 
  During Election Day and thereaf-
ter, many potential voters I knew 
refused to vote due to the excuse 

“my vote does not matter”. And 
with good reason. The last time 
New York’s electoral votes have 
ever gone to the Republican 
Party was in 1984 when Ronald 
Regan won the presidency. Ever 
since, New York has consistently 
voted Democrat, which in turn, 
has discouraged the Republican 
voters in the state. Why should 
I go through the hassle of vot-
ing for Mitt when I know that 
my state’s representative have 
already made up  their mind? 

By using this “winner takes all” 
method, the voices of certain vot-
ing blocs are completely muted. 
  There are many proposed alter-
natives to the Electoral College. 
Some want to assign electoral 
votes based on local regions. 
Others want to abolish the system 
wholly, instituting a popular vote 
system. My job is not to advocate 
on behalf of one specific solution. 
What I am here to do is to merely 
point out a dangerous threat, 
the Electorate, and its negative 

implications on our democracy. 
  Second term president Barack 
Obama declared to Americans to 
“exercise their right to vote” as it 
is one of the most important priv-
ileges granted by a free society. 
But why vote when doing so is 
futile and fruitless? Mr. President 
and members of Congress, if is 
it true that our government is a 
representative one and not an oli-
garchy, I strongly urge the elimi-
nation of the Electoral College. 
Sincerely,
 A Disgruntled American

By Sijin Choi

A Sandy Surprise By Charlotte Moran
dreaded the power outage, I 
would encouraged them time 
and time again to make a bad 
situation into a good one. If you 
didn’t lose your home, or a loved 
one in this storm, you haven’t 
got a reason to complain. My 
mentality during the dark days 
at home was that it could have 
been a thousand times worse for 
my family and friends, which is 
why I kept reminding everyone 
that we didn’t lose our homes 
like hundreds of families did. 
   Between the lack of available 
gas and dropping temperatures, 
we were indefinitely stuck at 
home. So, instead of logging into 
Facebook and Skype, or blaring 
music from my iTunes, I hung 
out in the living room with my 
family. Some nights we played 
poker and some we played mo-
nopoly. I even got to finish four 
books, by candle light of course. 
At night, dividing up the blankets 

in the house was always difficult, 
regardless of the vast amount 
of blankets we had. It was so 
cold that, I slept with more 
than five blankets most nights.
   For nearly the whole week, we 
went out to eat. As it turns out, 
cooking dinner is pretty difficult 
without simple kitchen applianc-
es and lights. I didn’t mind eat-
ing out for dinner at all… pizza 
should be dinner every night. 
   I wish I could tell everyone 
to make the best out of the next 
blackout. Take advantage of 
time without appliances, lights, 
computers, and cell phones. Play 
board games and ask your parents 
about their childhoods. Mend on-
going feuds with your older sis-
ter. Write a book. Play an instru-
ment. Draw a self portrait. The 
possibilities are endless! You’d 
be surprised how easy it is to be 
productive without all the distrac-
tions that come with electricity.

Jury Box
How did Hurricane Sandy 

affect you?

“My power went out but there 
was no property damage. I 
had no power for four days.”

Dylan Williams - Junior

Mafanta Keita - Junior
“I had broken windows and 
two trees fell on our cars. 
We had no cars for a week.”

A Disgruntled American
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