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Special Section:

Scholars’ Fears Abated
Brooklyn, East New York has 

a reputation for being a relatively 
dangerous neighborhood. Last 
year alone, it had the highest 
number of murders and robber-
ies in all of New York City, ac-
cording to The New York Times. 

Thus, when high school stu-
dents at the Scholars’ Academy 
learned that their school was to 
be relocated to William H. Max-
well High School in East New 
York, many were understandably 
concerned about their safety. 

“I was nervous because it’s far 
out of my comfort zone. I knew 
about the notoriety of the neigh-
borhood, and going somewhere 
new, away from the Scholars’ 
Academy was just something dif-
ferent and uneasy,” David Sulli-
van, a senior at Scholars’, said 

These concerns about safety 
and the new school’s environ-
ment were some of the reasons 
why some students were look-
ing to transfer to a different 
high school instead of attending 
school at the new location. 

“I was actually considering 
transferring to Madison, which 
is near my grandparents’ house 
where I was staying, or to Xave-
rian, where a lot of my friends go 
to school, many of whom also got 
displaced by the storm,” Sullivan 
said.

Another reason why some stu-
dents opted to transfer instead of 

attending the new school was be-
cause of the distance from their 
homes or temporary residence. 

“I was displaced from my 
neighborhood and was living 
with my aunt upstate. Maxwell 
was obviously too far for me to 
travel to, so I was going to trans-
fer to Carmel High School near 
my aunt’s house,” Richard Lynch, 
a junior, said.

While everyone preferred for 
things to go back to normal and 
for school to resume at the actual 
Scholars’ building, some students 
tried to make the best of the situ-
ation. Saif Yasin, a senior, turned 
to the social networking site 
Facebook to share his viewpoints 
and rally pride. 

“Everyone needs to stop look-
ing at the negatives that are com-
ing out from Scholars being relo-
cated. Who cares about William 
H Maxwell’s graduation rate or 
what type of neighborhood it is 

in?” Yasin posted on Facebook.  
Despite the efforts by these 

students to promote camarade-
rie, many parents and students 
were still nervous. 

Another student, Casey Sham-
loo, attended the new location 
a day before students were sup-
posed to show up in order to 
gather more information and see 
the staff members. 

“I went with Robert (Bruns-
wick) and Lisa (Mahabir) to 
check out the new location. We 
went inside and I saw Mr. Wong 
and gave him a hug,” he said.

It was just great to see all my 
teachers again after the tragedy 
and see them all working hard to 
bring the Scholars’ family back 
together. It was just a major re-
lief,” Shamloo added.

Yasin continued to post con-
stant updates about the situation 
at Maxwell and Scholars’ middle

(continued on page 9)

Hurricane Sandy has left her 
mark and has devastated the 
lives of many on the east coast. 

Many people lost everything; 
their homes, their childhood 
memories, or even their lives. 
Indeed, Far Rockaway, Rocka-
way, Breezy Point,  Belle Harbor, 
Nesponsit, Broad Channel were 
ripped apart. Houses were full of 
water, blown away, or even burnt

Other parts of the east coast 
were not as severely devastated 
but nevertheless were affected.

Many parts of Howard Beach 
were destroyed. There were 
many houses and restaurants 
that were completely flooded, 
leaving people astonished. For 
many this meant living in the 
dark for a couple of days and hav-
ing to rebuild their businesses.

Also, many parts of Brooklyn, 

just a couple of miles away, were 
also flooded. The famous Roll-
n-Roaster, located in Sheeps-
head Bay, was filled with water. 

Even the famous Coney Is-
land was hit as hard as Rocka-
way. The New York Aquarium 
was devastated as well, losing a 
great portion of their fish popu-
lation. The official site for the 
aquarium states that it is “closed 
until further notice due to storm 
damage.” Another Brooklyn land-
mark that was hit was the Coney 
Island Hospital. According to 
ABC, the hospital is recovering 
slowly, but after being covered to 
the ceiling of the first floor in wa-
ter, they need to fix the damage.

According to the Huffington 
Post, “Rising seawater flood-
ed lower Manhattan, much of 
which still lacked power and 
subway service on Friday, while 
midtown and uptown Man-
hattan were close to normal.”

By
Mudassir Mumtaz ‘14

Sandy Devestates More 
Than Just the Rockaways
By

Jennie Napolitano ‘14

Hurricane Sandy has displaced 
an enormous amount of individu-
als; many of whom have lost their 
most precious possessions, their 
entire life’s work, their homes, 
and even their family members. 
The Scholars’ Academy too, has 
had to deal with displacement of 
its own form. The school was in-
undated with water, having been 
surrounded by it on both sides.

In our most desperate times, 
many schools have offered their 
guidance and support. The Schol-
ars’ host schools P.S. 13 and Wil-
liam H. Maxwell High School have 
granted us surrogate homes. They 
granted us a sense of normalcy.

Only one week after Hurricane 
Sandy, P.S. 13 emptied many rooms 
for the middle school’s use. Upon 
Scholars’ return, P.S. 13 opened its 
doors to the high school as well.  
P.S 13 hosted both the high school 
and middle school, allowing the 
entire student body to be together. 

The high school was forced 
to move to Maxwell only 
down the road from PS 13. 

Maxwell has been extremely 
kind. Maxwell opened up the en-
tire fifth floor for the high school. 
Maxwell even rerouted its students 
through the cafeteria for scan-
ning in order to make room for 
scanning through the main en-

Host Schools Assist Scholars’ Greatly
By

Mahreen Khan ‘14

Scholars’ After Sandy

Top to bottom: Stage in auditorium, garden outside facade, and 
gymnasium floor all torn up after Sandy hit Scholars’

Morning scanning at Maxwell

Math class at Maxwell relocation site
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trance for Scholars’ students. The 
Maxwell students and staff even 
treated the high school students to 

some delicious dessert of ice cream 
and brownies as a holiday treat. 
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(continued from page 5)
Food Inc, directed by Rob-

ert Kenner, exposes the indus-
trial production of meat, calling 
it inhumane and economically 
and environmentally unsustain-
able. Through the use of hid-
den cameras, Kenner reveals 
that animals are forced to live 
in their own manure and are 
slaughtered in a gruesome way.

Is the meat we consume un-
healthy?  In an experiment 
performed in Super Size Me, a 
documentary directed by and 
starring Morgan Spurlock, Spur-
lock eats only McDonald’s food 
for a 30-day period. Spurlock 
dined at a McDonald’s restau-
rants three times per day, eating 
every item on the chain’s menu. 
As a result, the then-32-year-
old Spurlock gained twenty-four 
and half lbs, a thirteen percent 
body mass increase, a cholester-
ol level of 230, and experienced 
fat accumulation in his liver. 

The meat industry has appeared 
to be corrupt since the 1920s Pro-
gressive Era. In efforts to create 
a better society, muckrakers ex-
posed the meat consumed at the 
time. Upton Sinclair’s The Jungle 
exposed conditions in the U.S. 
meat packing industry, which 
caused a public uproar. As a re-
sult, the government passed the 
Meat Inspection Act, a policy all 
companies must abide by.  Over-
all, it is about the local and global 
influence of the fast food industry 
in the United States of America. 

Today, the controversy lies in 
the major fast-food chains such 
as Burger King and McDonald’s. 
Burger King refused to specify 
the meat they sold; a represen-
tative from local chain restau-
rant on Atlantic Avenue, when 
asked about their meat, said, 
“Why, do you need this again? 
Sorry there’s [only] so much I 
can tell you.” Why would Burg-
er King not answer questions 
about the meat packing process? 

(continued from page 3)
for taking care of all their 

school-related responsibilities. 
Thus, there is a shift of respon-
sibility from parent to student.

High school guidance coun-
selor, Mrs. Villa explains, “Par-
ent’s of high school students 
sometimes may believe that their 
children report all important in-
formation to them; I find that 
this does not always happen.”

At events like these, teach-
ers get the opportunity to ex-
plain to parents how the stu-
dents can effectively prepare 
for and work towards success.

“From my perspective, it 
also allows me to feel com-
fortable enough to call 
home,” adds Ms. Renna.

Mrs. Villa agrees, “When par-
ents come to events like these 
they receive information di-
rectly from administration, staff, 
and teachers. I have built and 
maintained many relationships 
with parents by seeing them 
frequently at parent events.”

This event is also an oppor-
tunity for parents to give their 
information to teachers, address 
concerns, and ask questions. It is 
also an important time for par-
ents to get important information 
from teachers and administrators.

Parents of all students receive 
important information specified 
to each grade. Specifically, in this 
curriculum overview night, high 
school guidance counselor Ms. 
Villa, gave a workshop for parents 
of juniors. For example, parents 

learned how to fill out the St. Fran-
cis College credit form. This form 
gives students the opportunity 
to gain credit for the Advanced 
Placement classes they take.

“It is important for parents to 
attend so that they are getting 
the most updated information 
about their child’s education, 
college planning, and decision-
making,” continues Mrs. Villa.

With the power of technol-
ogy, however, absence from such 
events for any reason does not 
mean information goes unknown. 
This year, teachers have made 
videos of their presentations.

“We were also able to uti-
lize technology for the classes 
and teachers who were not able 
to present directly through the 
use of videos and screen casts 
- these are available on the Ed-
line pages for the enrichment 
courses, “explains Ms. Smyth.

Overall, “Our annual Curricu-
lum Overview went very smooth-
ly this year,” concluded Ms. Smyth.

More recently, the parent 
teacher conferences were held at 
the Aviator. Due to Super Storm 
Sandy, Scholars’ underwent ma-
jor construction to repair the 
damages. Thus, the administra-
tion found it in the interest of the 
times and needs of the parents to 
have parent teacher conferences 
elsewhere. The event was no lon-
ger only about the academic lives 
of students but a place where par-
ents and teachers could reconnect 
after a life-changing experience.

Beware of the Big Mac

Curriculum Night 
Benefits Students 
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wolf is all the better for it. 

“It looks like a high qual-
ity costume,” says Mr. Wong, 
an eleventh grade teacher 
who witnessed the costumes 
introduction at the assembly 
held in Maxwell High School. 

A parent volunteer donned 
the new costume and ran 
through the aisles of the 450-
seat auditorium in Maxwell, as 
high school students chanted, 
“See What? Sea Wolf.” The 

six-foot wolf then posed with 
the various athletic teams. 

Students can volunteer to 
wear the mascot and will re-
ceive community service in 
return. As of now, an eighth 
grader was chosen to wear it. 
However his name has not been 
made public since it will be a 
surprise. “He has shown great 
enthusiasm and school spirit,” 
Mr. Lunati states, “we expect 
him to be a great new mascot.”

New Mascot Uplifts Spirits

(continued from page 6) 
school location at P.S. 13, which 
is also in East New York.

“Everyone should just be glad 
that we are all together; it’s the 
only thing that matters at this 
point. I miss the building as 
much as anyone else does but it’s 
out of our hands at the moment. 
We have to make the best of the 
circumstances that have been be-

stowed on us,” he posted.
After a few days at the new 

school however, many students 
realized that there was nothing to 
be worried about. Some students 
who had transferred returned af-
ter they got wind of safety. 

David Sullivan, along with oth-
ers who already had transferred, 
like Colin Tennyson, who was 
enrolled in Murrow and Mark 

Basoa who was in Xavierian, de-
cided to come back. 

“In the end though, I decided 
to give Maxwell a shot,” Sullivan 
said.

“I heard from my friends that it 
wasn’t too bad and that everyone 
was sticking together as a family 
and staying ‘Scholars’ Strong’, so 
I decided to do my best to come 
back,” said Lynch. 

“It was worth it.”

Scholars’ Fears Abated

Scholars’ Provides Busses for Students

On Wednesday, November 7, 
the first day of school after San-
dy, the rate of attendance at The 
Scholars’ Academy was affected. 
Not only were some students af-
fected by the storm, thus unable 
to attend school, but the reloca-
tion site was in a new borough.

To help ease the transitioning 
to P.S. 13, Seth and Jenifer Bus 
Companies along with charter 
buses transported students from 
multiple locations. Many students 
have taken advantage of the bus-
sing service.  With the help of the 
free bussing, attendance rates at 
Scholars stabilized within two 
weeks of the relocation. 

The change from public to pri-
vate bussing was an issue for some 
students. Maariz Rahman of Class 
804 takes the bus to school from 
the Woodhaven and 91st pick-up 
location.

“Our transportation was 
changed in variously ways due 
to the Hurricane,” Rahman ex-
plained. 

“I was use to taking the Public 
Busses like the Q53 or the trains. 
Now I had to get up earlier in the 
morning and walk a longer dis-
tance. But at least we got buses,” 
Rahman added.

Like the stay at P.S. 13, the free 
bus service would not last forever. 
The last day of free bus service 
was be on January 11.   

Due to the possible strike by 
the New York City Yellow Bus 
Service, Chancellor Dennis Wal-

cott recommended that children 
should be prepared to take public 
transportation with a school pro-
vided Metro Card. 

Due to the possible strike, 
Scholars’ decided to abandon 
Seth and Jenifer bussing that and 
opted for coach busses through 
Go Charter Buses. The Go Buses 
was a secure way to ensure that 
the transportation was not dis-
rupted and attendance stay even 
despite a possible strike.

“Hurricane Sandy may have 
affected the way I get to school, 
but I am still able to go to school,” 
Maariz said. 

By
Jason Mohabir ‘17

Above: Middle school students enjoy new mascot, Below: Now defunct, old mascot costume 

Parent Teacher Night held at Aviator Complex

Seaside Chronicle Staff

Seaside Chronicle Staff

Seaside Chronicle Staff


