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“Principium semper durissimum est.”

By AdnA Zejnilovic

Tired and discouraged, Head 
Master Jason Griffiths was be-
ginning to lose hope after years 
of searching for new facilities to 
accommodate his swelling stu-
dent population on the top two 
floors of P.S. 147. Then he heard 
that nearby Young Women’s 
Leadership School of Brooklyn 
was planning to move, opening 
up an empty floor within I.S. 49 
that would be sufficient to ac-
commodate The Brooklyn Latin 
School as soon as the 2013-14 
school year. 

Although the relocation of 
TBLS is still just a proposal, there 
is a key vote planned today by 
the Department of Education’s 
Panel for Educational Policy on 
the potential I.S. 49 move. 

Once small and unrecog-
nized, TBLS has expanded far 
beyond its original student body 
of 60 in 2006. At I.S. 49, located 
on 223 Graham Avenue, TBLS 
would receive the entire first 
floor of the building, as well as 
gain access to a standard high 
school gym. In addition, the 
Department of Education would 
move all items associated with 
The Brooklyn Latin School — 
even the custodial staff.

This new school would be an 
upgrade in terms of facilities 
and opportunities, Griffiths said.

“What we’re attempting to 
achieve is a real high school ex-
perience for all of our students.” 

Even this year, the school 
has negotiated with P.S. 147 on 
two additional third-floor class-
rooms. Five days before the first 
day of school, Roger Richardson, 
a fourth-year Physics magister 
at The Brooklyn Latin School, 
was pleased to learn that his 

classroom and science lab were 
moving to the far side of the 
newly extended third floor.

The promise of having his 
own classroom as well as a pri-
vate lab solely established for 
the Physics classes convinced 
him to willingly agree to the 
new space, leaving him enthu-
siastic for the new year. 

“For me, the prospective 
move would be bittersweet. I’m 
excited at the opportunity to 
further our school community’s 
evolution via the potential fa-
cilities the new location offers,” 
Richardson said. 

“But I am saddened by the 
thought of leaving the familiar 
confines of the home that we’ve 
created for ourselves here.”

Just as he finished assembling 
his new private classroom, the 
news that the school was pro-
posing to move to a new loca-
tion rang strikingly throughout 
the auditorium as it settled into 
magistri and discipuli ears alike.

The proposed move came as 
a surprise to many members of 
the TBLS community, but the 
school’s growth foreshadowed 
it. Brooklyn Latin enrollment 
was 511 students this fall, an 
increase of 750% since 2006.

When the school was new, 
Brooklyn Latin was under- 
enrolled and did not have cer-
tain luxuries, such as college 
admission data or open houses, 
which prospective students typ-
ically use as aids to inform their 
decision about the high school 
they will attend. It also lacked 
extracurricular activities, as 
opposed to the 30 that are now 
established, and offered no 
international trips or research 
programs at the Museum of 
Natural History.

Griffiths believes that moving 
to a new facility such as I.S. 49 
would allow extracurricular 
programs to multiply and fur-
ther improve the lives and col-
lege applications of students. 
While the school has focused 
on academics, Griffith believes 
that extracurricular participa-
tion can match TBLS students’ 
academic success, and a larger 
facility will make this possible.

In regards to losing the cul-
ture of TBLS, Griffiths said he is 
not worried.

“We plan on putting the 
Brooklyn Latin stamp in our 
future buildings,” Griffiths said. 
“We will do whatever it takes to 
make it feel like The Brooklyn 
Latin School.” 

However, some students 
disagree.

“One of my greatest concerns 
about us moving to a new school 
is that we would lose all of the 
tradition that this school has 
worked so hard to settle. This 
isn’t what TBLS really needs 
at the moment,” said Charles 
Joseph, Class III.

Even without the move, 
divisions between classes are 
becoming increasingly appar-
ent as the sense of community 
diminishes, according to Khalil 
Sulker, Class I.

“The disconnect between the 
classes will grow because of the 
different experiences that the 
incoming class will have at the 
new building, compared to the 
experiences that [rising] Class 
III and up have had at this build-
ing and location,” Sulker said. 

In addition, I.S. 49 also houses 
The Green School and Lyons 
Community School, which some 
worry could also affect TBLS 
culture.

“There could be potential 
problems with the other two 
schools at the new location, 
and TBLSers might be forced to 
take on more ‘stereotypical high 
school behavior’ to deal with it,” 
Sulker said. “Honestly, I would 
rather stay than move.” 

However, Griffiths dismissed 
concerns regarding the interac-
tions between three different 
high schools.

“The relationships between 
the parents, teachers, and stu-
dents of the different schools 
all depend on how we enter,” 
Griffiths said. “As long as we 
respect their community, I don’t 
feel it will be a huge issue.”

Other students share Griffiths’ 
enthusiasm for moving. 

“I think that, in terms of op-
portunities, [the move] couldn’t 
hurt, especially being with 
other schools; there is room to 
grow and associate with them. 
But I don’t think it’ll affect the 
school community too much 
because it’s not like we’re going 
to be taking classes with them, 
we’ll still be Brooklyn Latin stu-
dents,” said Luca Bozzo, Class II. 
“We should definitely move.”

Back in February, Griffiths 
read a newspaper article that 
recommended the space occu-
pied by three high schools in the 
John Ericsson M.S. 126, located 
close to 325 Bushwick Avenue, 
because of the possible closure 
of these schools. But the move 
into this space failed because 
two of the three schools did 
not close. However, the I.S. 49 
proposal appears to be on more 
solid ground. 

“Building a new school is tir-
ing,” Griffiths said. “Expansion 
is exciting, exhilarating, but 
tiring.”

By Andrew HousmAn

A key source of revenue for 
convenience stores and mini-
markets around The Brooklyn 
Latin School may be in danger 
of fizzling out.

Starting on March 12, New 
York City’s Board of Health 
will implement a ban on the 
sale of sugar-sweetened bev-
erage containers larger than 
16 ounces in an attempt to 
decrease obesity levels.

Many owners of small busi-
nesses that will be regulated 
by the proposal, which include 
restaurants, movie theaters, 
street carts and delis, criticize 
the law because of the danger 
it poses to their profits.

Ezzeddin Al-Sayidr, of the 
E-Z Pass Deli (located next 
to Danny’s Pizzeria and the 
Montrose L train stop), is con-
cerned that customers would 
be discouraged from buying 
beverages from his store. 
Since convenience stores, 
pharmacies, and supermar-
kets will not be affected by the 
ban because health officials 
do not inspect these busi-
nesses, Al-Sayidr theorized 
that people would choose 
to shop at their local CVS or 
7/11 instead of his establish-
ment. Moreover, delis lack 
the special deals that these 
chain stores usually offer. 
The resulting competition 
could potentially spell 
bad news for E-Z Pass 
and similar stores.

B u t  A l - S ay i d r, 
known to his familiar 
customers as “Ezzy” 
(pronounced “easy”), 
might have hope in an 
activist group called 
New Yorkers for Bev-
erage Choices. The 
organization, which is 
backed by soft drink 
companies, is advo-
cating for a judicial 
block on the ruling 
before the law goes 
into play. The com-
panies, restaurants, 
delis, movie theaters 
and street carts in-
volved in the group 
believe the ban will 
hurt revenue.

“It’s not about fat 
or calories, it’s about 
business,” Al-Sayidr 
said.

Despite  these 
predicted losses, he 
suggests that the ban 
might lead him to make 

more money, since selling 
smaller cases gains a higher 
net profit than selling larger 
2-liter bottles. “I feel bad for 
people,” he said, referencing 
the customers that will be 
forced to pay more for the 
same amount of soda they are 
used to buying.

He claims that people 
would never stop buying soda 
no matter the cost.

“I know a customer that 
buys a 3-liter every day,” Al-
Sayidr said. “It’s like telling a 
baby not to eat candy.”

Carlos Pacheco, a worker at 
the Eagle Deli, located across 
the street from TBLS, is less 
concerned about the ban. “I 
just think it will make us more 
busy,” he said. “If people are 
really thirsty, they’ll just buy 
two [12-ounce bottles].”

He believes the ban will help 
independent establishments 
and mentions that there has 
never been a ban in the past 
that hurt his business.

“Now if they ban bacon,” Pa-
checo said, “we’re in trouble.”

By dArcie GrunBlAtt,  
enA lee & Zi li KuAnG 

Ariscell Tavarez, Class I, was 
forced to evacuate her home in 
the Far Rockaways to avoid the 
devastation Hurricane Sandy 
left in its wake.

She spent the first two weeks 
of November in Wilkes-Barre, 
Penn., with extended family, 
125 miles west of New York City. 
Upon returning home, she found 
her neighborhood in tatters.

“The roads were flooded. 
There were tens of dozens of 
trees uprooted,” Tavarez said. 
“Everything was closed: no 
banks, no stores, no restau-

rants, no anything.”
While her home had re-

mained intact, Sandy had still 
taken a toll on her schoolwork.

“I had to take all of my IAs in 
two days and I had no Internet,” 
Tavarez recalled. “I even missed 
a couple of college deadlines.”

Like Tavarez, many TBLS 
discipuli’s lives were disrupted 
by the storm surge.

Large portions of the L train 
tunnels were totally flooded, 
leaving the most direct travel 
route to TBLS unavailable. As 
a result, TBLS discipuli were 
forced to take the more round-
about commute onto either the 
J or M trains until limited L train 

service returned on Nov. 8.
Though Bushwick itself was 

untouched, many TBLS’ disci-
puli dealt with severe condi-
tions at home. More than a half 
million New Yorkers lost power 
due to the storm.

Interim Assessments had 
been rescheduled for the day af-
ter the weeklong Sandy break; 
exams began 15 minutes later to 
account for the extended com-
mutes many students had 
before the L train tunnel was 
drained.

In addition, the Department 
of Education did not change the 
dates for the end of the fall term, 
so deadlines were extended and 

work was pushed back. Because 
students citywide lost a week of 
instruction, the DOE deducted 
three days from the mid-winter 
break.

Monika Jankowski, Class I, 
believed this policy will have 
both beneficial and detrimental 
effects.

“I feel that I need days off to 
regenerate, sleep, catch up on 
work, but I understand that we 
need those days to relearn the 
IB curriculum that we lost dur-
ing Sandy,” she said.

Wesley Deonarine,  Class I, 
agreed.

“I don’t like it,” he said, “but 
it is definitely justified because 

we got days off that we shouldn’t 
have gotten. So it balances out.”

Although many students and 
faculty fell behind in their work, 
some found time to help out 
with the recovery efforts.

Over the course of several 
days, Magister Michael Caputo 
went down to the Far Rocka-
ways to help clear out damaged 
homes. The destruction was 
tremendous and, to Caputo, 
unfathomable.

“Even though we had been 
seeing pictures of the storm’s 
destruction coming in for a few 
days,” said Caputo, who is a 
Latineer faculty adviser. “I don’t 
think any of us were prepared 

for what we found once we ar-
rived.”  

He helped clean a flooded 
basement, ripping out sheet 
rock, drywall and insulation 
saturated with seawater.

“Overall, it was a really great 
feeling to know that I was mak-
ing a difference in peoples’ lives, 
in whatever small way I could,” 
Caputo said.

According to Deonanarine, 
there is still much more work 
to be done.

“Schools need to encourage 
kids to put more hands-on help 
because it is still bad out there, 
especially in Rockaways,” he 
said.

Hurricane Sandy strikes community
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