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      Despite being practiced for many years now on 
the West Coast, “dabbing,” a specific way of ingest-
ing marijuana, has recently seen a huge increase in 
popularity amongst teenagers in New York.  Its grow-
ing appeal as well as the dangers it entails make 
the drug a major concern for public health officials.
       Dabbing is slang for the consumption of butane 

hash oil or “BHO” for short, which is the oil contained 
inside marijuana plants.  Whereas the marijuana plant 
may only contain 25% THC, the psychoactive ingredi-
ent in marijuana which induces the “high” that users 
experience, BHO can possess more than 80%, making it 
the optimal choice for many who seek a stronger drug.
     Consumption of BHO received the moniker of 

dabbing from the fact that users only need to ingest a 
very small amount, or “dab,” of the substance, which 
also goes by the names of “honey,” “amber,” and 
“wax,” all in reference to the its golden brown ap-
pearance.  It only takes a dab of the substance for the 
user to experience a high, making the experience not 
only more pronounced, but also more cost effective. 
  “You will always get high from dabbing,”
said one New York teen, adding that its intensity compels us-

ers to  wait until “weekends when they have nothing planned.” 
     BHO is consumed in a unique way different from 

other forms of marijuana use, as it requires the utilization 
of a specific piece, known popularly as an “oil rig,” that 
users can attach to larger equipment to increase the drug’s 
effects.  The oil rig is usually made of titanium or quartz 

and heated up to scalding temperatures with a blowtorch. 
A small amount of BHO is then placed into the now 
heated oil rig and almost immediately evaporates into a 
cloud of smoke, which is held by a bowl and then inhaled. 
    “Dabbing presents a danger because often times 

people who are not accustomed to smoking are not 
ready for the intensity of a dab,”  said another teen.
    Experts widely agree that marijuana can negatively 

impact the mind of young adults, whose brains are still 
developing. Studies have found that cannabis use correlates 
with cognitive decline. Kathryn Calkins, staff writer for the 
National Institute of Drug Abuse (NIDA), recently reported 
that “when researchers matched adolescent-onset and adult-
onset cannabis users with equally persistent use, they saw 
greater IQ declines among the adolescent-onset users.”
   Additionally, local pediatrician, Ralph Lopez M.D. 

went on the record to explain how “a pure form of mari-
juana use among [teenagers] can create cognitive deficien-
cies and induce memory loss much earlier in a person’s 
life.” As Dr. Lopez explains, “[dabbing] is especially 
harmful for teenagers as their brain is still developing.”
  While marijuana use in general has been linked 

to negative consequences amongst teenagers, dab-
bing presents its own plethora of unique problems.
  Eddie Einbinder, educator at R.E.A.D. (Respon-

sible Education About Drugs) commented that while 
dabbing is “more intense than smoking marijuana, 
it can make one feel way too out of it, sometimes un-
able to think or move for a few minutes. The drug 
doesn’t seem to be significantly more dangerous bio-
logically, but the behaviors while on the drug can be.” 
  Einbinder also commented that “no untrained person, 

such as any high school student, should be attempting to 
make this product,” in reference to the dangerous extrac-
tion process for BHO, which involves the super-heating 
of marijuana with butane, a highly flammable substance. 
Accidents involving this process have already taken 
the lives of people  around the country who attempted 
to make BHO in their homes, according to the NIDA.
    Another teen described dabbing as the “future of 

marijuana,” an opinion held by many of the substance’s 
users. With its appeal to users who seek both a stronger 
drug and a cheaaper alternative to marijuana, dabbing has 
managed to create a name for itself. However,  another teen 
added that when all the negative aspects of butane hash 
oil and its use are taken in consideration, it is uncertain 
that the “future of marijuana” will be a safe one at all.

Just a Dab: New High 
Daring and Dangerous

“[dabbing] is especially 
harmful for teenagers as their 
brain is still developing.”

Common Problems:
New Common Application Irks Students and Teachers Alike

Seniors breathed a sigh of relief after a 
frenzied early application season in which 
several universities have forced to move 
back their early application deadlines. The 
“Common App,” the undergraduate college 
application used for over 35 years made some 
big changes to its website for 2013, but tech-
nical and structural difficulties have plagued 
the website since its launch this summer. 

Since its creation as a non-profit or-
ganization by a congregation of fifteen 
private colleges in 1975, the Common 
App has signed on more than 500 uni-
versities around the world and serves 
over one million students annually. 

For its 2013-2014 edition, the Com-
mon Application released their new in-
terface and design, “CA4,” its the goal of 

it being cleaner and having more user-
friendly features, including a help-center 
sidebar and dashboard for news tracking. 
The basic goal was for the Common App 
to be easier to use, but high volumes of 
web traffic along with a relatively untested 
new operating system has actually made 
applying to college more complicated. 

Eric Wohl, a senior at Bronx Science 
who used the app to apply for early deci-
sion said, “The app is so glitched that slow 
downloading and multiple technical er-
rors made changing ‘wall street’ to ‘Wall 
Street’ in my essay take over half an hour.”  

These difficulties have many stu-
dents worrying about submitting incor-
rect files, flawed in ways that can have 
huge impacts on whether or not they are 

accepted into the school of their choice.  
This process can also add additional finan-
cial stress to students who must already 
pay up to $90 just to apply to one school.

“I have to send hard copies of my essays 
to all the schools I’m applying to,” added 
Wohl, “because I’m afraid the online appli-
cation won’t be sent in. This takes up a lot of 
time and also money due to postage costs.” 

Forty-six universities that are members 
of the Common App including Columbia 
University, the University of Pennsylvania, 
and as well as Duke University,  were forced 
to move back their early application dead-
line past the initially intended date of No-
vember 1.  Some schools such as Tufts and 
Princeton have even resorted to allowing 
students to submit their apps via the Univer-

Skateboarding Skids Into Regulations

EDITORIAL 2-3 
Hallway Etiquette 

It’s what students dread each day – our 
crowded hallways. Whether it be the daily 
trek heading into fourth period or stepping 
over the legs of countless Bronx Science stu-
dents during lunch, one thing is for sure – the 
hallways are a hassle.

The Stratisphere: 
A New Power Is Rising

NEWS 4-5
Heads Up
     In response to growing evidence that 
concussions can lead to brain damage, in-
jured athletes are being removed from the 
field more quickly than in the past, and 
coaches and P.E. teachers are undergoing 
medical training under strict new rules from 
the Public School Athletic League (PSAL).

FEATURE 6-7
Console Wars
    The wait is over. It’s been eight years since 
the release of the revolutionary Xbox 360 
gaming console and seven years since its 
Sony counterpart the PS3, but now the new 
generation of consoles has finally arrived and 
people cannot stop talking about it. Gamers 
around the world are beginning new internet 
feuds over which console has the upper hand.

Lou’s Legacy 
Lou Reed was a literary guy who had the 

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 8-9

SPORTS 12
Fantasy Football: Fact or Fiction?
    For most of the world, 6:30 pm on a 
Thursday night is just an ordinary hour, 
but for thirty-two million Americans aged 
twelve and over, it is a mad scramble to 
the waiver wire and rush to set lineups as 
the fantasy football weekend kicks off.  

 Science skateboarders have been in a 
tailspin over a recent newsletter stating 
that the sport is “not allowed on school 
property during school hours,” which was 
sent out as a reminder but was received 
as  an apparent departure from routine.
     For years, the Bronx Science court-
yard has been a mecca for skateboard-
ers drawn by its smooth, open spaces 
and long ramps. A number of students 
commute to school on their boards while 
others carry theirs along on the Vallo 
bus or mass transit, eager to squeeze in 
some fun during lunch or after school.
      But last month, the weekly newsletter that is 
emailed to Bronx Science families included 
a notice that skateboarding is not allowed. 
   After a flurry of questions and com-
plaints from parents and students, the 
school sent out a second email explain-
ing that while “students are not to use 
skateboards in school or on school prop-
erty during school hours,” they could 
still bring their skateboards into school-

-a statement that added to confusion.
    Although skaters are allowed to bring 
their boards to school, the rule against 
actually skating on them leaves almost 
no reason to have them in the first place.
   Avid skateboarders described the an-
nouncement as a switch stance but Dr. 
Donahue, the school principal, said 
the ban on skateboarding at school has 
been longstanding and that the newslet-
ter’s notice was intended as a reminder. 
  “This was not a new rule about skateboard-
ing at all.” said Dr.Jean Donahue, “Rather, 
it was just a reminder of a long-time school 
policy that riding a skateboard in school 
is not permitted and never has been.”
   In its newsletter, the administration stated 
that any violation of the skateboarding ban 
would be met with punishment taken from 
the DOE “Blue Book,”or disciplinary code.  
Although the Blue Book itself never ex-
plicitly states that skateboarding is banned 
in NYC schools, it is the guide to disci-
plinary measures. Students can face de-

tention and possibly get their skateboards 
taken from them if they violate the rules.
 One skateboarder, senior Anthony 
Lescano, agreed that this policy was 
“a safety issue” but stated that, “ev-
eryone who had been skateboarding 
was being pretty safe to begin with.”
 Mandatory helmet wearing was not an 
option the administration considered. 
“Since skateboarding is not permitted in 
school,” Dr. Donahue said, “the ques-
tions of helmets does not even come up.”
  Many students took the notice in stride.
“I enjoyed seeing people skateboard in 
the courtyard,” said junior Giancarlo Zir-
polo, “but I understand why the school 
made these rules. They didn’t want any-
one to get hurt, and didn’t want to be 
responsible for anyone [getting hurt]”. 
 “The courtyard has a lot of flat ground 
to offer for skaters,” said sophomore 
Kendrick Shoji. “It’s perfect for skat-
ing. If people can play basketball 
and football, why can’t we skate?”

SPOTLIGHT 10-11
Librarian Look-Up
With students scrambling to find com-
puters and finish homework, the library 
can be one of the most hectic places 
during the school day. As most stu-
dents know, it is also one of the most 
important resources our school offers.

good sense not to write traditional poetry. 
Instead, he used his immense talent to turn 
the streets into music that transformed the 
way a generation looked at rock and roll.


