
Do you, Reader, promise to treas-
ure and read this book until the end?
I do. And do you, Book, promise to
take your reader on beautiful jour-
neys when they read? I do. With the
power vested in me I now check you
out.This fantasy plays in my head
before Andrea scans and stamps the
book. I then leave the library smiling
lovingly at the new book in my arms.
East Side is now back together

under one roof, and do you know
what that means? Books! Thousands
of them. Everywhere!
The library has never looked more

beautiful. With books being checked
in and out of the library every day,
Andrea and her team of interns have
their work cut out for them.
Upon our return in February to

East Side, students and staff were
greeted by a group of cheerful stu-
dents at the door. The smiles grew
bigger when they were handed a
bookmark; a bookmark made by the
masterminds Leigh, the computer
arts teacher and our librarian,
Andrea. Andrea, the librarian, creat-
ed a cheeky bookmark with the help
of Leigh, "Giselle told us that she
wanted to make homecoming things
for our arrival at East side. So, I
thought that since we were missing
having library space, it would be
great to have a welcome back book-
mark." She explained that while she
came up with the words, Leigh made
the design.
Andrea never fails to keep the

library a friendly and enjoyable envi-
ronment. But maintaining the library
is a big job. She’s been like an octo-
pus, handling different issues as they
arise. She says that she’s been "real-
ly busy, catching up on orders from
the fall that I had to make in
February. Some readers need to catch
up on some series." But this hasn’t

created holes in people`s excitement
to be back. Andrea says that overall,
"people are really happy to be back,
it’s awesome to be working with stu-
dents 100 percent of the time now."
It is difficult to find a frowning stu-

dent in the East Side library. When
asked about the lack of books back at
Norman Thomas and returning to the
school library, Brittni Tavares, an 11
grade student said, "I love everything
about the library, especially the
books. Plus, it’s a place where we
can hang out. I definitely missed the
library during Norman Thomas
because back at NT, we were all sep-
arated and detached. And in the
library you meet up with your
friends." To Brittni and many others
who share the same opinions, the
library isn't only a book paradise but
also a popular meet up.
On a different note, the "Hunger

Games" style fighting over books
witnessed in Norman Thomas has
diminished. Since there are more
copies available around the school,
students have stopped sending each
other death glares from across the
room. Instead they can now have
lengthy conversations over which
character is their favorite. They
enjoy deep conversations in the
comfy couches or a more formal dis-
cussion across a table.
There is no doubt that the library

was one of the most missed elements
of East Side during the time spent in
Norman Thomas. Balance has been
restored as students walk into the
library empty handed but leave with
a treasure in their hands. The door to
one of the richest places on the
Lower East Side is wide open.
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Countdown to Graduation
Seniors Reflect on a Strange Year

With being dislocated from East Side
to Norman Thomas, it’s safe to say that
the class of 2013 has endured the worst
year to become seniors as they could not
enjoy much of the first half of their sen-
ior year. But, aside from this unfortunate
event, this graduating class could also be
dubbed the most resilient class East Side
has ever had.
Despite the lack of many resources at

Norman Thomas, seniors still buckled
down and refused to let a new environ-
ment affect the serious matter at hand.
Filling out college applications and
financial aid documents became even
more important to not only complete, but

complete on time.
Fast forward to spring of 2013 and

every senior has been admitted to every
range of schools including Stony Brook
University, SUNY New Paltz, St.
Bonaventure, Syracuse, University of
Rochester and Cornell! The hard work of
East Side’s seniors has definitely been
proven with these accomplishments.
As seniors now commit to their final

school choice, it’s finally sinking in that
the days left in senior year are dwindling
and graduation is just around the corner.
The class of 2013 bonded with the help of
Norman Thomas’ 7th floor corridor.
Many seniors can’t believe how fast

time has shown as senior Shaquana Reed
states, “One day we’re at Norman
Thomas stressing over applications and
now all of us are finally committing to
colleges! This is crazy!” The class of
2013 may not have had the most enjoy-
able senior year, but the memories shall
forever be embedded in their minds as
their experiences are unforgettable. The
Class of 2013 has demonstrated repeated-
ly that "you can take us out of East Side,
but you can’t take East Side out of us!"

Seniors celebrate advisory day in Central Park.

Back Home in East Side's Library

Andrea and Leigh collaborated to design bookmarks welcoming East Side students
back to the library.
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East Side returned to its rightful place
in February with a new staff member.
During the time at Norman Thomas, the
East Side staff stumbled upon none other
than Scott Samuel, the new Office
Operational Manager, in charge of payroll
and pupil accounting.
Scott had been working as a

Community Associate at Norman Thomas
for two years when East Side arrived. He
proved to be hardworking and enthusias-
tic, and he offered his help to the East
Side staff. Soon enough East Side offered
him a job, which he was more than will-
ing to accept. He was ecstatic that his new
workplace was so unlike Norman
Thomas.
Scott recalled his earlier days at

Norman Thomas, two years ago, as a time
when he dreaded going to work after only
being there for a month. He entered the
job willing to work extra and yet he was
unappreciated.
The majority of the staff was not happy

to be working at Norman Thomas and so
they did little to collaborate. He
explained, "The culture was do the bare
minimum and then go home." It was not
about the students; mostly everyone was
just there to get their paycheck. No one
was willing to push themselves." This
negative attitude left earnest workers such
as Scott feeling like their work was going

to waste.
He had actually planned projects which

would have surely contributed to Norman
Thomas, but the lack of communication
and collaboration did not help these proj-
ects move forward.
Due to the situation at Norman Thomas,

the school is soon going to be closed.
Scott and other employees were encour-
aged to search for work elsewhere.
Scott says he loves working at East

Side. He feels that his new family moti-
vates him to be better. He still marvels at
the sense of solidarity that exists between
the staff and the students. As he talked to
this reporter, he got up to help a boy who
wasn't feeling well because here at East
Side, the students are the number one pri-
ority.
Scott kept getting up to help a visitor or

a teacher, and each time he addressed
them with a warm smile and attended to
them. As he finally sat back down, he joy-
ously claimed, "We have something spe-
cial here."

"It seems like a bad dream," com-
mented Joanna Dolgin, one of the
two 11th and 12th English teachers,
as she addressed her thoughts on
East Side’s stay at Norman Thomas
High School.
Although students’ knew their

feelings during our community’s
trying time of relocation, we had not
heard of our teachers’ thoughts on
the experience.
Confusion and frustration were

many of the teachers’ initial reac-
tions to East Side’s move to the mid-
town high school. Teachers, like the
students, felt profoundly displaced.
In addition to facing this sense of

disorder, many found the mood of
the Norman Thomas building to be
bleak, confining, and discouraging
due to the metal detectors, escala-
tors and lack of windows,
"It was inconceivable to me that

anyone would have ever thought
this was a practical and positive
design for a learning environment,"
stated Kim Kelly, one of the two
English teachers of the 11th and12th
grade, who passionately disap-
proved of the building’s atmos-
phere.
"It was also hard to know that the

students were not always respected
by adults in the building," remarked
Joanna on the awareness that
respect was not always shown
toward the East Side students by
some school safety agents.
Teachers also had to overcome

professional difficulties. Due to the
loss of class time at Norman

Thomas, one of the teachers’ biggest
challenges was to reshape their cur-
riculum. Often, teachers found
themselves eliminating good mate-
rial.
Lyn Neeley, the 12th Grade

Biology teacher commented, "I got
better at prioritizing the essential
curriculum that could be taught in
the shorter class periods."
The science teachers particularly

had to make drastic changes, as they
had to forego many of their labs as a
result of the lack of necessary equip-
ment. Teachers focused on strength-
ening their lessons to ensure that
students received the same quality
of education that they would get at
the East Side building.
Although the move was trying, the

experience also allowed the teachers
to gain a true sense of East Side as a
community. Many felt that the inci-
dent allowed the community to
unite in the sense of comradeship as
they worked together to make the
best out of the difficult situation.
Due to the fact that East Side

lacked a library during the stay at
Norman Thomas, Swenson had sub-
stitute her position for one where
she was responsible for ordering in
supplies that the teachers desperate-
ly required and ensuring that the
correct deliveries were made to the

two buildings that separately hosted
the middle and high schools.
Although she lacked a library, she
nevertheless preformed any jobs
that related to her official position as
a librarian.

Such tasks included creating a
temporary library with donated
books and her collaboration with the
New York Public Library.
When speaking of how her tempo-

rary position came to be, she stated,
“I saw a way to make people happi-
er. Everyone is unhappy when they
don't have what they need to teach!”

Many gained new appreciation for
the community environment at East
Side, a chief aspect that allows the
school to be a successful and pros-
perous setting for learning.

Joanna explained, "There is so
much about a culture of learning and
respect that comes from the envi-
ronment--the hallways, the interac-
tions with former teachers and
administrators. When students feel
they are part of a community of
learners, I think they are more like-
ly to succeed."

Scott Samuel at work in East Side's office

Norman
Thomas:
Teachers
Reflect

Love and Hip-
Hop...Really?

The Recruit

The hip-hop industry continues to
insist that females are sexual objects.
Too often, hip-hop artists aren’t send-
ing messages that women are strong
and independent. Instead, women are
depicted as just a bunch of "bad b---s."
Hip-Hop artists like Lil Wayne, Rick

Ross, Tyga, and Drake dedicate the
majority of their lyrics to bragging
about how many women they've slept
with. They never refer to them by their
name, only by "b---" or "hoe". In one
of Lil Wayne's recent songs, he, Drake
and Future talk about the "down b---
they can call" and
how they "don't
care about haters
as long their b---
love them".
Throughout the
song, Lil Wayne
only refers to
women as a b---
or a ho and seems
to only find them
necessary when
he wants some-
thing sexual.
Davaughn Smith,

11th grade,
acknowledges that hip-hop may disre-
spect women, but he still appreciates
the music. "My favorite artists are
Meek Millz, Lil Bibby, Lil Herb and
Fabolous. I can relate to what they say
in their music. I wouldn't say I agree
with it but that’s just how it is. That’s
what people rap about. It’s the norm
and that’s how they express them-
selves. But it is disrespectful."
Some men are distancing them-

selves from hip-hop and its treatment
of women. Deandre Williams, 12th
grade, explains, "It’s most certainly
disrespectful. I actually have no
favorite artists currently because I
don’t like the messages that they intro-
duce. If women are being portrayed
negatively, the males that listen to it
will also feel it is ok to disrespect
women."
Society is becoming terrifyingly dis-

missive of sexual violence against
women. Rick Ross has made headlines
for the lyrics in one of his latest songs
"U.O.E.N.O". Ross describes drug-
ging and raping a woman. Whether or
not this actually happened, he is still
glorifying rape.

A lot of people believe that women
contribute to the derogatory ways in
which women are portrayed. The
women that agree to be the music
video vixens and the club groupies add
to the problem. Tanazia Gordon, 11th
grade, agrees with this. She states, "I
don’t think Meek Millz and Rick Ross
would want someone to call their
mother the b word. But then again,
artists are probably talking about
women who are living the lifestyle."
Artists may very well be talking

about the hundreds of women they
encounter that are
willing to be used
just because they
can say they've
been with a
famous rapper.
Nevertheless, it is
still inappropriate
to then jump in the
studio and
degrade them
Fur the rmore ,

artists are not
specifying the
type of women they
are referring to. All

we hear on the other end of the head-
phones is b----s this, b----s that. Erica
Ring, 11th grade biology teacher,
encourages women to demand respect.
She argues, "A lot of people think it’s
just Hip-Hop or it’s just music. It’s
normal and it doesn't have an effect.
We don’t fight it because we've
accepted it as normal. But there are
still many women demanding that
respect and refusing to accept the dis-
respectful views on women in music."
I find it scary when I see teenage

males reciting the degrading lyrics
they hear on the radio. I find it even
scarier when I see teenage females
reciting these lyrics, as if they are con-
tent with the way females are being
described. Society is raising males
who want to degrade women and rais-
ing females who are fine with being
degraded. It is up to both sexes to
decide what they believe. It is up to us
to decide to respect each other.

How the Relocation
Impacted East Side
Staff

At Least One Good Thing Came Out of Norman Thomas

East Side
welcomes
office man-
ager Scott
Samuel

If women are being
portrayed negative-
ly, the males that
listen will also feel
it is ok to disre-
spect women

Deandre Williams

Classroom or cage? Lack of windows bothered teachers
at Norman Thomas

Jeannie Torres
11th Grade

Keturah Hancock
11th Grade

Susan Chow
12th Grade
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Imagine that you are in love. You and
your boyfriend had been together for
seven years. You’d talked about getting
married, but your state’s constitution bans
it.
One day the phone rings and you get a

call from a number you don’t recognize.
Your boyfriend had been in a car accident
and was in the intensive care unit.
“I’m here to see my boyfriend,” you

halfheartedly yell at the poor nurse. “I’m
sorry honey, but I can’t let you in unless
that’s your husband or family member in
there.” She sounds so sincere and under-
standing. And it makes your heart break.
You can’t see him and it nearly kills you.
Imagine being in a same sex relation-

ship with a person that you love where
you’re not allowed the same rights as het-
erosexual couples. And no matter what,
you can’t get married. Same sex marriage
should be legal in all fifty states.
One reason as to why we should legal-

ize same sex marriage is because it is as
much a part of discrimination as slavery
was. The Oxford American Dictionary’s
definition of discrimination is: the unjust
or prejudicial treatment of different cate-
gories of people, especially on the
grounds of race, age, or sex. So technical-
ly, banning same sex marriage is discrim-
ination, which violates our civil rights.
Thus banning same sex marriage is
unconstitutional.
Another argument is that same-sex part-

nerships are short-lived and non-monoga-

mous, therefore, gays and lesbians should
not be allowed to marry. This argument is
so outdated that it’s actually funny. It may
have had some credibility when divorce
was a rare occurrence and adultery was a
crime. But, nowadays, over half of hetero-
sexual marriages end in divorce. 57% of
men and 54% of women have admitted
cheated on his/her spouse. Marriage is no
longer what it was fifty years ago.
Same sex couples should be allowed the

same opportunity as couples of the oppo-
site sex to get married. To decide that a

couple isn’t worthy of marriage because
they are of the same sex is unjust. It’s also
out of line for people to argue that they
will ruin the sanctity of marriage when
heterosexual couples have already done
so and are still allowed to get married.
For those of you who are against same

sex marriage, what if your best friend or
your child came out to you. Even if you
didn’t agree, wouldn’t you want them to
be happy? So instead of being judgmen-
tal, let’s try being open minded and allow
same sex marriage in the United States.

The journalists of East Side’s news-
paper, The East Sider, were given the
opportunity to tour the offices of one of
America’s most popular magazines,
People. Additionally, they were also
allowed to sit in on an actual meeting
concerning the magazine’s next issue.
East Siders witnessed the process of
creating an issue of the magazine,
learned the complicated, yet necessary,
steps needed to get People on the ipad
and even stepped into People’s fashion
closet! The overall mood and impact of
the tour itself was nothing short of fab-
ulous.
Prior to visiting People’s office, the

East Side journalists were given a
schedule outlining the day. This sched-
ule stated that East Siders would be
able to watch a conventional morning
meeting. What the schedule did not
mention was the fact that the staff of
the magazine would ask the young
journalists their opinions on the content
being covered in the next issue includ-
ing what the students would be interest-
ed in knowing more about and even
how they thought the magazine could
capture readers’ attention. The East
Side journalists did not hesitate to con-

tribute their thoughts. The staff at
People magazine were warm and wel-
coming and completely disregarded the
fact that they were professionals in
their field, while the East Side journal-
ists were simply novices. During the
staff meeting all journalists were one
and the same regardless of age.
After the meeting, the East Siders

were taken on a tour of the magazine’s
offices, where they saw everything
from journalists putting together sto-
ries, to People’s amazing media library,

to future obituary stories already put
together, waiting to be published
should the need arise! While the obitu-
ary stories shocked the young journal-
ists, the tour guide assured them it is a
necessary precaution should any
celebrity suddenly pass away.
The next stop on the tour was

People’s fashion closet- by far the loud-
est point of the entire trip. The words
"heaven" and "amazing" were not
uncommon. Although the journalists
were not permitted to touch any of the

products, seeing the beautiful fabrics,
patterns, shoes, and accessories was
beyond good enough. The employees
in the department most likely went deaf
from the shrieking, however they
answered questions and explained their
roles and how the clothes would be
used for the upcoming issues.
The day ended with the students

receiving several issues of People
Magazine, including a special issue
devoted solely to the band, One
Direction.

The journalists were touched by the
generosity of the staff. One journalist,
Berenice Cruz stated, "I thought it
would be boring, but it was amazing",
not one journalist disagreed with her.
Another writer, Ayishatu Nuhu
explained that she "enjoyed the up
close look at the process of creating an
issue of the magazine." She also stated
that the visit, "inspired" her and "deep-
ened a second passion" she had in jour-
nalism- something she hopes to incor-
porate into her life in the future.
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Karime Flores began at East Side just three weeks before
the relocation

Leigh Klonsky

Members of the staff of The East Sider explored People Magazine

Who is Karime Flores?

Hello,
People!

An important addition was made to the
East Side community when Karime Flores
became assistant principal this September.
She chose to work at East Side because, as
she explained, "I feel very strongly that the
work I do can impact people's lives and I
wanted to be closer to that impact as a
opposed to being in a office."
Karime joins Tom and Carla as assistant

principals. Tom is in charge of High
School, Carla the Middle School, and
Karime operations. This means she is
responsible for the school’s budget, special
ed compliance, interfacing with central
DOE offices, human resources, atten-
dance, and making sure East Side is fol-
lowing all city and state rules.
Before she became assistant principal,

she worked for the Department of
Education. She said, "I worked in the
Children First Network that supported East
Side for five years as the director of oper-
ations." This job is what brought her to the
East Side family.

Karime described the path that led her to
East Side. Karime grew up as a Puerto
Rican child knowing only Spanish.
"Though I was born in NY, my parents
only spoke to me in Spanish, so I didn't
learn to speak English until I was in
Kindergarten. One day in Pre K, around
Christmas, Santa came to my class and I
had no idea who he was. I couldn't under-
stand why the entire room was so excited
or why teachers were placing the little kids
on this strange man's lap. This Santa char-
acter started asking me questions I couldn't
answer because I couldn't understand him,
and I just looked at him blankly. I decided
I would remember his question and ask my
mother so that I wouldn't look stupid
again. As soon as my mom picked me up I
asked, "Mama, que es un 'hug'?" I told her
the story and she quickly turned to my
father and they agreed it was time to speak
to me in English."
Because of this experience, she became

a student who always asked questions and

that as an adult she continues to ask ques-
tions to get clarity and ensure that she will
never look as silly as she did when she was
on Santa's lap.
Starting at 15 years old she was already

working full time. Her first job was at the
Gap on 34th st.
After high school she went to college

and got several degrees. She earned two
masters degrees, one inAdministration and
another in Bilingual School Counseling.
Karime picked a very chaotic semester

to join East Side with the relocation to
Norman Thomas and PS. 1. She explained,
"I like East Side a lot but there has been a
lot of change. It has been kind of like a
roller coaster." Even with the changes, she
likes how East Side carries its spirit wher-
ever we go and that remain a community.
Karime described one of her key

philosophies. "I think it is important to
laugh every day." Hopefully this means
that she likes how Mark never fails to try
to make us laugh.

A Profile of the New Assistant Principal

East Side's
Journalists Visit
People Magazine

Legalize Same Sex Marriage

Denise Alcaron
11th Grade

Angelina Vazquez
8th Grade

Breonnah Colon
11th Grade



In years past, I would look at the frantic mem-
bers of the Senior class who always seemed to be
complaining about how much they had to do and
wonder, "why are the seniors so lazy? Why can’t
they just get their college applications done on
time? When I am a senior I will have things done
by November." Little did I know that I would be
in their position.

Other seniors have come to a similar realization:
applying to college is a lot of work! Susan Chow,
admitted to assuming previous seniors were too
quick to complain. She stated, “People were exag-
gerating too much last year.” Now her opinion has
totally changed. “It was a nightmare! I had a bil-
lion of supplements, a billion of applications and
portfolios for art programs”. Her advice to the up-
coming seniors is, “Start thinking about supple-
ments and your college essay early.”

Ayishatu Nuhu also thought the college process

was going to be a piece of cake. She stated, “I
thought the seniors were being lazy, but it was way
more difficult than I expected it to be.” Her advice
was not to procrastinate and do everything on time.

Juniors, rest your hands during the summer be-

cause you will have plenty of applications to fill
out, especially. Supplements are the additional
questions colleges ask of you and are a very crucial
part to college applications. They are the way col-
leges can really get to know who you are as a per-

son and not as a number. Also remember that many
students have the same grades as you and your sup-
plements differentiate you from other students.

Another important tip is making sure you sit
down and talk to your parents about their income;
you will detailed financial information to apply for
financial aid to make college affordable! No one
wants to take out a large loan or pay out of pocket.

Many seniors struggle with balancing the college
process and school work. It gets very overwhelm-
ing and it was a struggle balancing the two things
out. It is important to have a planner and to set a
schedule. For example when you get home set up
how many hours you plan on spending on home-
work and how many on college applications. Plan
ahead.

Speaking of planning ahead, East Side's college
counselor, Sonia Szymanski, reminds all students
that the most important thing they can do now to be
ready for college applications is "maintaining a
high grade point average so they have many op-
tions, especially to earn scholarships."

If you’re interested in spy movies filled with
fast cars and fight scenes on top of moving
trains, then this is the move for you. Skyfall is
the twenty third installment of the James Bond
series and Daniel Craig plays the debonair char-
acter for the third time.

In this film, Bond’s mission is to keep a com-
puter drive that has a list of British secret agents
from being used against them. The computer
drive contains details of undercover agents cur-
rently spying on international terrorist organi-
zations. The fight for this computer drive
causes Bond to get injured and he is then be-
lieved to be dead. The mission remains unac-
complished and the story continues from there.

The writers have put a new twist on the char-
acter by actually humanizing him. In Casino
Royale, Bond fell in love for the first time in
the series and avenges his lover’s death in
Quantum of Solace. Now we learn more about
James Bond as a character and even see a new
side of him as he gets older and may be losing
his edge.

Overall, Daniel Craig is not the only actor
who delivers a great performance. For the first
time in the new movies, Bond actually has a
main villain to take out and Javier Bardem who
plays the villain does nothing, but makes his
character as creepy as possible.

Thanks to Skyfall, not only will the celebra-
tion of Bond’s 50 years be one to remember, but
it may just earn 50 years more.

If you are in High School, you may remember
every morning walking into the auditorium at Nor-
man Thomas and seeing a group of boys convened
in the corner, sitting and laughing. Well, that was
the Boys Varsity basketball team. As an outsider
looking in, the team looks more like a family than
it does a regular team.

The boys Varsity basketball team had a strong
season this year. If you went to a game or heard
about it afterwards you would know this. East Side
games are said to be full of intense energy that in-
cases the whole room. You may not see yourself as
a hardcore basketball fan, but it’s said to be hard to
go to a game and keep yourself in your seat. The
crowd feeds off the energy the team is giving them
and it seems to be the same with the team getting
energy from the crowd.

Edwin Rivera, team captain, had some very up-
lifting words although the team didn’t get as far as
planned, "The season went pretty well. The team
had its ups and down but we pulled up for the play-
offs…everyone stepped up and even though we lost,
there wasn’t any weakness or flaws on our part."

The basketball team deserves a big round of ap-
plause for the efforts they put forward this season.

With every good team there is always people who
are working behind the scenes. Vicky Li, manager
of the team, echoes Edwin’s opinion of the season.
"We were a strong team; we have talented players,
and I am proud and have no regrets of being part of
this team." Vicky keeps track of the stats of the play-
ers by keeping the score book during games, oper-
ates the clock, and is responsible for setting up
before and cleaning up after games; in addition he
is also responsible for the equipment. He also par-
takes in practices just as any other member.

If you want to join the Varsity team next fall, get
ready for a lot of intense workouts to stay in shape.
Though the workouts are intense, Edwin intones
that one of the more important things about being on
the team is your grades, "Coach (Vernon Johnson)
explained to me that it doesn’t matter if you’re the
best player ever, if you don’t have the grades then
you won’t go far in life." Keeping your grades
above a 75 average is a must.

Lastly, Edwin passes on this advice to students
eager to join the team next year."Coach doesn’t play
favorites and everyone has to earn their spot on the
team. Just come in the gym and try not to imitate
Kobe Bryant if you don’t have it like that."

These College Acceptance letters reveal that hard work does pay off

Boys Basketball
Season Recap
Zipporah Genyard
11th Grade

Tom Hooper directs a harmonious yet tragic film
that shows oppressive yet blissful scenes all through-
out. Some familiar faces are seen on the big screen in
new ways.

In 1815, after a nineteen-year imprisonment, Jean
Valjean (Hugh Jackman) is released and placed on pa-
role by prison guard Javert, (Russell Crowe). Valjean
perpetrates another crime that could have sentenced
him to life in prison, if it wasn't for an extremely
kind and generous Bishop that covered for his mistake.
Intrinsically motivated by a bishop to change, Jean
Valjean violates the parole and creates another life
under a new name. However, Javert swears he will find
Jean Valjean and bring the lawbreaker to justice. As
Valjean continues his life in disguise, his life inter-
twines with Fantine (Anna Hathaway) and he vows to
watch over her daughter Cosette (Amanda Seyfried).
Valjean must balance keeping a new and secretive

identity with the supervision on Cosette and he is
given one of the hardest ultimatum that will determine
the future of Cosette.

Hypnotizing the audiences, this musical was impec-
cably performed by the talented cast and settings in-
troduced. Each character had a distinctive personality
that shone in their respective roles conveying believ-
able performances. Spectacular performances were ex-
ecuted by Hugh Jackman and Russell Crowe. One
could feel the tension between the two protagonists.
Nothing was questionable about their acting.

The director, Tom Hooper, did an excellent job with
the cinematic descriptions. The characters wore cloth-
ing from the 1800s, teeth were unhygienic and the set-
tings felt realistic.

This film portrays numerous themes including love
and social injustice.

I would rate this movie with a perfect 5 stars"
it's touching, interesting, and keeps you at the edge
of your chair. Surprisingly, everyone had remarkable
vocals skills. Even if you don t like musicals this
movie might change your mind.
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