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Duking it Out over Art

   Murrow doesn’t need 
paintings of female 
genitalia to showcase 
its art program.
   Some members of 
the Murrow Commu-
nity are outraged that 
administrators took 
down Alex Steckman’s 
two paintings from 
the hallway in front 
of the attendance of-
fice, but their anger is 
misdirected.
   A senior in Ms. Spy 
Kontarinis’ art class, 
Steckman, painted an 
almond-shaped symbol 
in the background of 
both his paintings called 
a mandorla. Medieval 
Churches used the shape 
to represent whole-
ness, healing power, and 
sometimes a vulva. 
   Unfortunately, people 
were not enraged that 
Steckman had por-
trayed religious mate-
rial in a public school, 
but that the mandorlas 
strongly resembled fe-
male private areas.  
    “In order to com-
ment on something, it 

requires a little contro-
versy,” said Steckman. 

   It didn’t help that 
Steckman had penciled 
in the lyrics “Give it up 
let me have my way,” 
and “Give it up do as 
I say,” from Madonna’s 
“Erotica” on the sides of 
one of his pieces.

   “I think the words 
and the images together 
made people extremely 
uncomfortable,”said Ms. 
Kontarinis.
    Th e complaints from 
several faculty members 
are a reminder that Mur-
row’s diversity extends 
to more conservative 
groups as well, whose 
views must be tolerated. 
    “I got several com-
plaints and decided to 
check it out for my-
self,” said Mr. Barge. 
“When I looked I saw 
ten or twelve students 
surrounding the paint-
ings, making inappro-
priate comments.  Some 

of those students were 
supposed to be in class 
at the time.”
   While the adminis-
tration could have cho-
sen the more progres-
sive route of keeping 
the art, taking them 
down was not an act of 
censorship, or a viola-
tion of student’s rights. 
     According to a 1988 
Supreme Court case, 
Hazelwood School 
District v. Kuhlmier, 
student’s rights to the 
First Amendment in 
schools “Are not au-
tomatically coexten-
sive with the rights 
of adults in other set-
tings.”  Other cases 
have ruled that student 
work can be removed 
legitimately if it causes 
a distraction in the 
learning environment.
     Legally, the school 
is in the clear, so if stu-
dents want to attend a 
more progressive public 
high school where artis-
tic controversy is wel-
comed and the adminis-
tration cannot interfere 
with freedom of speech, 
then they are strongly 
urged to take it up with 
the Supreme Court. 

                 
                 Corrina Blau

                   Reporter
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   Everyone interprets art in their 
own way.
    Apparently some of the art work 
presented recently outside of room 
127 was said to be of women’s private 
parts and another one was a naked 
painting called, “Th e Pink Lady.”
   Since we all see the male and female 
anatomy in health class, there is no 
point in taking down art work which 
displays what students are 
supposed to be learning.
     As students, we need 
to be accepting of all in-
formation and censoring ourselves 
is just wrong. We read about it in 
some of our literature classes, cer-
tainly see it in the movies and even 
appreciate seeing it in the beauty of 
art. So why should schools censor 
art that shows us something that 
we already know.  
   “Is every teacher looking at these 
Venn-diagrams and saying oh my god 
this looks like a woman’s privates?” 
said Mrs. Spy Kontarinis, the assis-
tant principal of the art department.
    So now should we all start questioning 
what we see and use in everyday classes?   
    Should we start to question our ev-
eryday activities and think someone is 
misinterpreting or thinking that we’re 
doing something wrong when we 
know that it’s right? 
    Well in this case, people had misinter-
preted what this art piece is really about. 

     Th e art piece was a me-
dieval Christian symbol 
that represents whole-
ness, healing power and 
sometimes a vulva.
   Th e artist, Alex Steck-

man, had known that the piece would 
start a controversy but sometimes 
making people think is a good thing. 
      “I had wanted to start a contro-
versy,” said Steckman. “I had wanted 
to make people think and have their 
own interpretation of the piece.”
       A person’s imagination can 
create wonderful things, but by 

censoring the art, 
it ’s like they’re pris-
oners and they can’t 
break free from the 

shackles of society.  
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                   Nicole Nemet
                 Reporter

N
icole N

em
et

The censored version of “The Pink 
Lady,” painting by Polina Milis.

After several pieces of art created by students were removed 
because some faculty members felt they were obscene, members 

of the Network weighed in on the issue.
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