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  I have been around the world and back. Witnessing the Multicultural show was a night 
full of vibrant dances and songs in different genres and styles. I must say Bravo! to such a 
wonderful show. I got a chance to speak to a few students before the show who were, “Not 

By Janet Uchendu

  Most students in high school are worried about getting good 
grades in their classes, their social lives, and applying for col-
lege, but junior, Joslin Wang, is focused on learning a second lan-
guage and adjusting to her new surroundings in America. Wang 
is a seventeen year old girl that was born and raised in China, 
until March of 2013, when her parents decided that they wanted 
to start a new life in America. She had to leave behind her old 
friends, modeling, and the culture that she has known since she 
was born. 
  Her parents wanted to move to New York because of the di-
versity, and the opportunities that come from living in this state. 
Wang was apprehensive at first because she didn’t want to leave 

By Melissa Schneider
Starting Anew in New York

  Born right here New York City, Senior Irene Pappas moved 
with her family to Preveza, Greece at the age of seven. 
She lived there for almost nine years before returning 
back to NY just two years ago. 
  Living in both America and Greece she has expe-
rienced very different cultural environments. From 
school, to the food, to the weather and lifestyle, mov-
ing to another country can be one heck of a ride; an 
eleven hour plane ride to be specific. 
  Pappas points out that attending school in Greece 
can leave your arms very tired, especially having to 
carry 14 subjects worth of books to class everyday. 
Although you only attend high school for three years, 
most of that time is spent in night school. Some-
times students don’t get home until 10 p.m. While 
school may be an oppressive workload, the easy-
going lifestyle and calm scenery of Greece makes 
everything ok. 
  Although New York is known for its diversity 
of good restaurants and cuisines, according to 
Papas it is tasteless compared to the fresh home-
grown taste of the Greek ingredients and cuisine. 
Pappas vividly remembers her grandmother’s de-
licious meals made from vegetables and herbs 
picked right from the garden in her back yard. She 
also recalls not seeing one day of snow in a total 
of nine years while living there, unlike the several 
snow days here in New York. 
  She enjoyed living in Greece especially with all the 
activities to keep her busy, like playing volleyball, 
performing native dances such as the “Tsamiko” 
and “Zeibrkiko” and like any other girl her age, 
spending time with her friends. She continues to stay in contact with her friends, communicating 
with them almost every day. Pappas feels fortnate that she can continue those activities here in New 
York; she is currently on the Cardozo Varsity Vol- leyball Team and performed her traditional Greek 
dances in this year’s Multicultural Show with her brother George who played the bouzouki. 
  One of the few challenges Irene faced while transitioning from Greece back to New York was the fact 
that she was “being separated from her mother and two brothers George and Dimitri for one year.” 
They have since rejoined her in New York and now she and her brothers are attending Cardozo and 
adjusting well to living in New York.     

Irene Pappas Returns to NY 
By Joanie Thompson

  Growing up in different countries and watching Hollywood productions, Senior 
Yogesh Gupta expected America to be “just like the movies.”
    Throughout the world people have various opinions on what a true American 

looks like and or lives like. Senior Yogesh Gupta, like many other immigrants, 
found himself in a place that did not resemble the America he had imagined.
  Coming from India and having lived in England and Pakistan, Yogesh ex-
pected America to be full of mostly African-Americans and white, blue eyed 
people walking around the streets. He expected big, beautiful buildings to 
fill the landscapes that would amaze him. Yet, when he arrived on February 
1st 2013, to his surprise, he saw something quite different than the America 

he expected. 
    As he got off the airport he said he saw a lot of garbage around, “when I 

came to my apartment [in Flushing], I saw old buildings…they are in a bad 
condition, I saw a lot of immigrants,” said Gupta.

  Coming to a new school was definitely not a challenge for him, 
but adapting to the new culture was. He was not used seeing 

the way women dressed, more provocatively, or the way 
guys spoke, more slang. Although his first language is 

English, studying in different countries like Pakistan 
and England did not meet the standards of Ameri-

can school levels for Yogesh.
  He admitted to never having written a thesis be-
fore, “I am taking this essay very seriously and I 
am kind of worried.” Also having to watch how 
other students cheat off him on his tests and 
taking pictures of his work was not fun. “They 
basically just talked to me because of that,” 
Gupta added.
  Although Yogesh’s family is living here, he 
plans to move back to India and continue 
studying back home after he graduates.  

By Maria Brango
Growing Up Around the World 

  Imagine waking up one morning in a place where people spoke in a language 
you had never heard. You look around and see various words in a script that is 
entirely unknown to you. How would you feel? What would you do? This is a 
similar situation for many students in English as a Second language (ESL) class-
es. Migration to a country, so prevalent in the English language, like the United 
States, from a non-English speaking nation isn’t an easy task and ESL classes help 
students cope with the language transition.
  Cardozo, like many other high schools in New York, offers ESL classes for those 
deficient in the English language. But has anyone ever wondered what goes on 
in these classes? What is the experience of teaching students a language that is 
so essential for their survival? Mrs. Warwick’s period 2, ESL class is an impeccable 
example. The class shows so much diversity, and gives a clear insight to how it 
feels to learn a new language.
  Mrs. Warwick’s class consists of 20 students from various parts of the globe 
including China, El Salvador, India and Ecuador. An astonishing fact about the 
group is that most of the students in the class have been living here for just a 
year; while a few have been here for more than two years. The class is a transi-
tion ESL class which means that they have improved so much in their English 
language that in their next academic year they will be eligible to be a part of the 
mainstream English classes with other native speakers. This will indeed mark a big 
step in their lives considering the fact that most of the students haven’t lived in 
the United States for more than a year.
  Leslie Hernandez, a sophomore from El Salvador, has been living in the United 

By Farhath Feroz States for a year now and explains that she had never spoken in any other lan-
guage but Spanish. Yet she has been able to keep up her grades and is striving to 
be a part of a mainstream English class next year.
  Their teacher, Mrs. Warwick finds extreme pleasure in being able to teach this 
class. With a background in special education, she teaches five other classes in-
cluding four collaborative classes and one resource room. She believes that the 
students in ESL classes just have a barrier of language, but are really “enthusiastic 
with a want to learn more.” She uses group work as a method of getting the stu-
dents talking with each other because “to learn English, one must speak English.” 
  “I think their biggest obstacle is expressive writing because the grammar is very 
difficult for them. They try to translate from their language to English and they 
don’t have the same rules as we have. They all work very hard which means they 
have won half the battle and since they all pay attention, they are like sponges 
and they absorb knowledge,” said Mrs. Warwick.
  Wen Chen, told about her first year in the United States, she said that, “At first 
I was nervous because I learned very little English in Taiwan. But ESL class has 
helped me. I can now live in an English speaking neighborhood and write my 
thesis with ease. I am also happy to go to a regular English class next year.”
  ESL classes portray a picture of enthusiastic students learning a new language. 
It is almost like a kid going to school for the first time and learning entirely new 
things. English, not only helps them do better in other classes, but also helps 
them cope better in their new home inhabited by English speakers. ESL classes 
are not only important but also essential and should be taken full advantage of.

the life she knew back in China. She realized that she had to start over, meet new 
friends, and adapt to a different culture. She came to Cardozo in March and took the 
ESL test that assess whether or not a student is ready to take general classes taught 
in English. She watched a lot of American television before she moved to America, 
which helped her learn the language and understand the culture. After passing the 
test and moving on to classes taught in English, she started to become more com-
fortable with the language. She likes school in America more than in China because 
“the classes in China are boring and all of the students must study for most of the 
day, which isn’t really my thing.”
  Even though she was proud of herself for passing the test and learning the lan-
guage quickly, she still had trouble communicating with other people at school. She 
said, “In the beginning many people couldn’t understand my English, and I was very 
mad at myself.”
 Wang didn’t want the language barrier to affect her chances of making new friends 
at school. Many people accepted her and wanted to get to know her better, she has 
made a lot of friends from school that are all from diverse backgrounds. After leav-
ing China, which lacked diversity, she wanted to learn about all of the other cultures 
that are present at this school. 
 Wang’s parents don’t speak one word of English, which was very difficult for her 
because she had to find a job and act as her own parent. She found a job at a Jap-
anese restaurant and she uses that money to buy food, clothes, and basic necessi-
ties. Since her parents aren’t aware of the education system in America, she has to 
study for tests and research different colleges on her own. Wang’s parents aren’t as 
accepting of the American cultural habits that she has become accustomed to.  Her 
parents think that kissing a friend on the cheek or hugging them goodbye is con-
sidered to be disrespectful and rude. 
Her favorite part of America is the fact that there are many trees and simple houses. 
She used to live in a big building in China, but she enjoys living in a single family 
house in New York. She loves walking out of her house and breathing in the fresh 
air, because China is even more polluted and overcrowded than New York. She isn’t 
a fan of Americanized Chinese food because it doesn’t taste as good as the food 
that she was used to in her native country. She doesn’t love pizza or hamburgers, 
but she enjoys steak. 
Wang was a model in China, and she misses that aspect of her life that she had 
to leave behind when she came to New York. After high school, she would like to 
pursue a career in the fashion industry, but she knows that it will be difficult to find 
connections that can lead her to finding consistent work. 

nervous, but when the show starts I’ll be anxious,” said sophomore Athena Axamidis, who 
was used to the lights, actions and fast pace leading up to the show, but admitted it is still 
heart wrenching each time. 
The jitteriness of the performers and the audience’s anticipation made me feel excited for 
the starting of the event.  
  The world tour started off with some Hispanic countries. The fiery bachatas and salsa 
dances brought from Latin America, Colombia, and Brazil brought a sizzling feel to the 
show while maintaining romantic chemistry between the dancers who danced to fun and 
upbeat rhythms. 
  Next stop was to Asia, dances and songs from Korea, Japan, and China. A duet by Jamie 
Park and Christine Yun was astonishing and very much in sync. Asia also brought breath-
taking dances from Brittany Chan that were graceful and inspirational, a group dance to 
popular K-pop music, and an awesome Japanese song from the group 7 Pride encouraged 
me to add some new songs to my iPod. 
A surprise performance from returning student John Tarrayo (Jon Jon) was completely un-
expected. Jon Jon, Amanda Marrero and others killed it with modern hip hop dances that 
hyped up the crowd and definitely had the audience cheering and applauding to intricate 
dances to “Gas Pedal,” and “Love More” by Nicki Minaj. 
“There is not much to say, I just danced my pain away,” said senior Amanda Marrero about 
being able to express herself through such complex dance steps.
 Another performance that had the audience on their feet, some even dancing on stage, 
was the African dance Azonto. Azonto is an African hip hop dance that is becoming popu-
lar worldwide, and had the whole audience wanting to learn the new dance craze. 
“The show was fantastic, we enjoyed doing the Azonto dance because it’s something we 
feel in our blood,” said junior, Talumba Banda who performed the dance. 
  The world tour made one stop in Europe for a Greek dance and to the Caribbean’s in a 
group performance to Soca. 
  Senior Sameerah Mohameed, who performed in the Soca and K-pop, said, “It was an 
adrenaline rush; I felt so close to everyone from different cultures. We were like a family 
throughout the preparation for the show.” 
  The event was an opportunity to get a feel of different styles and genres of song and 
dance. If you decided not to come out, you definitely missed a good time. Cardozo un-
questionably is filled with great talent. Assistant Principal of Guidance, Sheila Clark, said 
that she loved everything about that night, and “everybody was able to express themselves 
because they were doing their own thing.” 

Around the World in One Night
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