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By Natalya Krilyuk ‘14
 Hundreds of packages of chicken are ripped open. 
Each person has a job: one person breaks huge pieces of raw 
chicken apart and hands each cold piece to the next person who is 
ready with a plastic bag and 
puts two pieces in each bag. 
The final person grabs each 
bag, quickly ties a knot and 
puts it in the container. The 
doors have opened, and there 
are hundreds of more bags to 
pack. 
 Washington, DC, 
though our nation’s capitol, 
has the 5th largest homeless 
population in America. Dur-
ing a recent trip to Washing-
ton, DC, I discovered just 
how much volunteers can do 
to save over 13,000 people. 
 Bread for the City 
is a safe haven for many of 
the homeless in DC, but that’s 
not all it is. This non-profit 
organization offers free med-
ical service, legal service, 
social service, clothing, and 
food distribution to people 
below the poverty line. Molly 
Kestner, volunteer coordina-
tor at Bread for the City said 
that a policy of respect is one 
of their main goals. 

An astounding facility welcomes you as you walk 
through the doors to the Bread for the City main building. Volun-
teers are more than welcome to participate in just about any duty 
at Bread for the City and can easily sign up online or walk-in, 

as it is with many shelters and soup-kitchens in New York. Sev-
eral volunteers and I spent the day at Bread for the City packing 
meats, fish, folding clothes, and the facility. 
 “I walked in and I was surprised,” said volunteer Mi-

kaela Simon. “Bright lights and tall ceilings were the first things 
I saw, and then we got to work.”

 Volunteers offer direct help to the homeless popula-
tion in DC everyday by doing these seemingly small tasks. These 
volunteers on an assembly line rushed quickly to pack food for 
the people who woke up bright and early to come in and receive 

that food for their families. My group and I were 
packing chicken, hundreds of chickens! A grocery 
store-like area is set up and people choose what 
they need. 
 “The chicken was cold and wet, but we put 
it in the bin and right away people began to take,” 
said volunteer Tomer Kornfeld.  “It was very re-
warding to have such a direct form of helping 

someone.”
 As we toured the facility I saw just how 
much this one place has done for so many 
people. Sewing classes, computer classes, 
AA meetings, housing access programs, 
dance classes, employment help, dental ser-
vice, and even fresh produce from a vege-
table garden on the roof of the facility were 
being offered. 
 “Our job is not to just give people food and 
send them on their way; we work with these 

people to help them do what it is they need to get 
back up on their feet and stay there. We have peo-
ple who can help with filing papers for housing, 
or help build resumes, we have people who care,” 
said Kestner. 
 Volunteering and offering direct or indirect 
service can help many people in any state or na-
tion, and that is something we must take upon 
ourselves as the young healthy and capable kids 
of America. There are plenty of volunteer oppor-
tunities in New York at facilities that help the less 

fortunate, and you can be part of that help. Get involved in your 
community and change the lives of the New Yorkers in need, 
even if it means packing chicken. 
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Homeless people are eager to recieve their bread.

By Lindsey Riback ‘14
With snow covering the ground, on March 26, Mid-

wood’s 27 students walked the same paths as did the prisoners 
of Dachau concentration camp in Germany, over 70 years ago.

“There was snow on the ground and it was really cold, 
but to imagine that the prisoners had to suffer through this cold 
for years with barely any clothing made it even more realistic,” 
said Miriam Avrutin ‘14.

The gates of the camp are inscribed with the words 
“Arbeit macht frei” meaning work sets you free, a contradiction 
because once the prisoners entered the camp they were merely a 
number, unwillingly handing over their freedom.

“I felt very fortunate that we got to leave,” said Lind-
sey Pero ‘13.

Upon entering the gates, Mr. Lawrence Kolotkin, 
group leader, ad-
vised his group that 
before they take a 
picture they should 
see themselves from 
the perspective of 
those who had died.

“ W h a t 
would they think 
of the picture that 
you have taken,” he 
asked.

S h o r t l y 
after arriving at the 
entrance of the con-
centration camp, 
the students filed 
into the auditorium 
where they viewed 
a short documentary 
on the Nazi regime 
and the individual 
camp itself.

“It was very disturbing to see how the people were 
treated back then,” said Dominique Semple ‘15, “to see how they 
were dehumanized.”

Ms. Margaret Desimone, anatomy teacher, explained 
that the woman who made the film also runs a bookstore within 
the museum. This is the only store in the whole memorial site 
that does not keep their profit, but instead she donates all the 
money earned to the survivors.

When the film ended, the room was filled with an eerie 
silence as many were too appalled to speak.

Mr. Kolotkin said, “I feel that the movie helped set the 
stage of what the students saw at the camp. It really got to the 
point of what occurred there and why.”

Following the film, students were allowed to disperse 
in groups of four or more to explore the various areas of camp 
such as the museum, the barracks and the multiple religious 
buildings that were constructed to commemorate those who had 

perished.
“It was a weird experience, walking on the same 

ground the prisoners did, not even a century ago,” said Chris-
topher Ayala ‘14. “Reading all the stories made me realize how 
good I have it, living in a time of diversity and in a city that ac-
cepts everyone for who they are without discrimination.”

While Midwood’s group took Mr. Kolotkin’s words 
into consideration and saw this trip as a reminder to be thankful 
for what they have, other tourist groups did not. For example, 
in the prisoner barracks, someone had disposed of their garbage 
in a displayed prisoner toilet and others left their litter on the 
prisoner paths.

Kathryn Whelehan ‘13 agreed, “We saw a lot of tour-
ists taking smiling photos; we thought that it was disrespectful 
that they took it as a tourist attraction.”

Created 
on March 22, 
1933 and origi-
nally designed as 
a camp for po-
litical dissidents, 
Dachau was 
Hitler’s model 
for the rest. Ac-
cording to http://
www.kz-gedenk-
staette-dachau.
de/index-e.html, 
over 200,000 
people were im-
prisoned and 
41,500 were mur-
dered in Dachau. 
The camp was 
liberated on 
April 29, 1945 by 

American troops and 
the memorial site was 

established in 1965.
“Even hearing the rumors (of the horrors) it didn’t hit 

you until you were face to face with it,” said former flight science 
teacher Dr. Michael Starr.

Gas chambers were built on the grounds of the camp, 
however, they were never put to use. The group’s tour director, 
Petra, explained that the reason for this is unknown, but one pos-
sibility is that the camp was in such close proximity to the city 
that the Nazis did not want the people of Munich to smell the 
dead bodies.

“It was weird knowing that they had to do labor work 
without shoes and little to no food,” said Zaire Salisburg ‘16. 
“The living conditions were horrible and it was a crucial envi-
ronment.”

This was just a half day stop on the group’s nine day 
tour of Austria, Germany and Switzerland, before they moved on 
to Dachau’s neighboring city of Munich.

Poplar trees line the camp road where the barracks once stood.
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Volunteers Open Doors for the Hungry

Young Historians See Through  
Eyes of Holocaust Prisoners

Working together,

By Dana Chen ‘14 and Aisha Kiran ‘14 
 “I didn’t always think I was going to become a princi-
pal,” said Mr. David Cohen. “It just sort of naturally progressed. 
So while I never woke up one day and said, ‘Now I want to start 
my path to become a principal,’ it just unfolded.”

Mr. Cohen was an accountant at Coopers & Lybrand 
but decided it was not the job for him. He obtained a teaching de-
gree and started teaching math. He taught for 12 years at Robert 
F. Kennedy Community High School and eventually became an 
assistant principal. Then, he was offered a position as principal 
of Midwood High School by the local superintendent at the time. 

Mr. Cohen has done much in his seven years to im-
prove Midwood. He has maintained a high graduation rate with 
95% of graduates attending college, aided the creation of the So-
cial and Emotional Learning program, and redefined the Liberal 
Arts and Science Institute. 
 On Sunday, May 5, Mr. Cohen, is to be awarded Prin-
cipal of the Year by the Association of Orthodox Jewish Teachers 
(A.O.J.T) at their 50th Anniversary Luncheon. Mr. Cohen will 
receive a plaque and give a short speech at the luncheon.

Every year, the A.O.J.T. selects educators they feel de-
serve to be awarded. The criteria for their selection is unclear, 

as the 

A.O.J.T. could not be reached in time. 
 “It’s a tremendous honor and certainly, I’m excited by 
it, but at the same time I’m always humbled by it,” said Mr. Co-
hen. “While it always feels nice to be recognized, my work is 
truly for the school, the kids, the people who work here, and the 
members of the community.“
 He considers this award to be a celebration of all the 
things the school has accomplished.
 “I realized that it’s ‘my award’ but I mean it when I 
say that I’m humbled and if not for the greatness of the school, 
I wouldn’t be recognized. So hopefully, members of the school 
community see this as an award for the school, and not only an 
award for me.”

Principal Celebrates
Success as Leader


