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If you go to the Brook-
lyn Tech website and scroll 
through the list of majors, you 
may notice a pattern: a major-
ity of those listed focus on en-
gineering, math, and science. 
#ere are only two majors, Law 
and Society (LAS) and Social 
Science Research (SSR), which 
do not conform and provide a 
refuge for the school’s history 
bu$s and critical thinkers.

With only two human-
ities-based majors, competi-
tion for seats are high for those 
interested.

It is ridiculous that these 
two majors, the %exible Col-
lege Prep aside, are the only 
ones that branch out to stu-
dents not interested in the 
“technical” majors.

#e issue with having so 
few humanities-based majors 
lies in the content covered. 
While both LAS and SSR of-
fer a varied curriculum, they 
do not accurately represent 
the broad scope of subjects 
encompassed in humanities. 
Literature, philosophy, and the 
visual and performing arts are 
among some of the subjects 
not covered in SSR and LAS.

Many point out that our 

school has “technical” in its 
name. However, why should 
that prevent us from including 
more humanities-based ma-
jors in our repertoire?

Not all students who ap-
ply to Tech come with the sole 
intent of becoming a scientist, 
engineer, or mathematician.

All students are exposed 
to engineering courses their 
freshman and sophomore 
years, with the exception of 
those in Gateway to Medicine. 
If those students stumble out 
of Digital Electronics at the 
end of their sophomore year 
and decide that they absolutely 
detest engineering and PLTW 
programs, their options for al-
ternative courses for the next 
two years are severely limited. 

#at scenario doesn’t ac-
count for all students. Some 
may enjoy or be impartial to 
the “technical” !elds and seek 
something new. Humanities 
majors should act as a safety 
net for students like Michelle 
Tang, ’16, who say, “I can stand 
engineering. I’m okay with it, 
but I don’t really want to be an 
engineer.”

Since we all take engi-
neering courses early in our 
high school career, a wider 
range of options should be 

More Humanities Majors 
Should Be O$ered to Students

available for us to explore be-
fore college. High school is our 
last time to explore our inter-
ests without the consequence 
of paying for a course, and it 
should be taken advantage of.

Scott Weber, a Biology 
teacher, says, “I’d love to see a 
pottery lab or a painting course 
of which we have nothing.”

Our STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics) courses are im-
portant and provide amazing 
opportunities as our school’s 
specialty, but with so many sci-
ence and engineering majors, 
the inclusion of something 
di$erent would be a breath of 
fresh air. It would make the 
school and its students more 
well rounded and world-wise.

Serge Avery, a Social 
Studies teacher, says, “#e 
humanities and social sci-
ences are really important 
disciplines to make use of the 
world around us. I continue to 
be sympathetic to the STEM, 
but they feed o$ each other. 
Engineers need to be humani-
tarians as well.”

So, throw the right-
brained souls a bone and allow 
them to foster an appreciation 
for the humanities.
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Although Tech is known 
for its highly acclaimed tech-
nology and engineering ma-
jors, over the past few years, 
Law and Society (LAS) has be-
come a popular major among 
students interested in the hu-
manities. #is year, the admin-
istration has made a drastic 
change to the structure of the 
Law and Society curriculum.

For the !rst time, Ad-
vanced Placement Psychology 
is being added as the third AP 
course that LAS juniors are re-
quired to take – a subject that 
was once reserved solely for 
those in the Social Science Re-
search (SSR) major.

#is change has received 
mixed reviews.

Richard Lubell, an AP 
Psychology teacher, defends 
this recent addition to the 
LAS major. He says, “Learning 
about issues of growth and de-
velopment are useful tools.”

Lubell also believes that 

psychology intersects with is-
sues in law. From the frame-
work of the education system 
to the strict scrutiny of gender 
equality to the reason behind 
sex role stereotypes, under-
standing the human brain can 
be extremely helpful in for-
mulating a deeper analysis of 
today’s political issues. #us, 
many students enjoy the addi-
tion to the major.

Kamil Potaczala ’15 says, 
“AP Psych is the class I actu-
ally look forward to in the day. 
Having a great teacher guid-
ing us through a psychological 
world really makes LAS great.”

However, students and 
teachers alike have expressed 
concerns towards the addition 
of another AP for LAS juniors, 
resulting in three AP classes 
just from the major. #is is es-
pecially concerning for many 
students interested in tak-
ing AP English Language and 
Composition or an AP Math 
or Science elective junior year. 

Frank Dwyer, who teach-
es both AP U.S Government 

#e Diversi!cation 
of Law and Society

for juniors as well as AP Com-
parative Politics for seniors 
says, “It’s a great mix to have 
di$erent disciplines in the ma-
jor, but I can see some of the 
students are burdened. I’ve 
seen a lot of students for tu-
toring, more than in previous 
years.”

Despite this change, stu-
dents have taken up the chal-
lenge and many are deter-
mined to do well.

Becky Chen ’15 says, 
“Having three APs is a lot of 
work, but I knew what I was 
getting myself into by pick-
ing this major so I can’t really 
complain about it.”

Although the LAS ma-
jor has undoubtedly become 
more challenging this year, 
the access to an additional 
thought-provoking subject has 
driven many students to ap-
preciate LAS even more, and 
gives them a nice change of 
pace from their other history 
and law based classes.

As an LAS junior, I can 
con!dently say that having an 
extra AP has only motivated 
and encouraged each of us to 
work as hard as ever, and we 
are ecstatic to have been of-
fered the opportunity to prove 
that our ambition to learn will 
go on without a hitch.
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Being a senior certainly 
has its perks. Not only are se-
niors one year closer to gradu-
ating, but they also have more 
freedom in selecting what 
classes they take, in English, 
Math, Science, and gym elec-
tives.

Senior gym electives are 
very dear to many students. 
A&er su$ering through swim 
gym and outdoor track for 
three years, getting to choose 
one’s own gym class is not only 
refreshing, but also something 
to look forward to. However, 
for the class of 2014, this privi-
lege has been revoked.

During the course se-
lection process, senior gym 
was an option. Some seniors 
were lucky enough to be pro-
grammed into their !rst, sec-
ond, or third choices. Yet, 
when schedules were released 
on Daedalus, all seniors were 
scheduled for 12 GRADE 
PHYS-ED.

Many seniors thought it 
was a simple programming er-
ror. Unfortunately, they were 
wrong. As a result, most se-
niors ended up in gym classes 
that they were not originally 
programmed for.

Elijah Atkinson ‘14, who 
was originally programmed 
for Advanced Volleyball, was 
instead placed in regular gym, 
where he will have handball, 
basketball, weight training, 
and volleyball, but fortunately 
not track.

He says, “[it’s] the only 
reason I don’t care about not 
having elective gyms. If I had 
track, then I’d care.”

#e removal of gym elec-
tives was not intentional.

Maureen O’ Hara, the 
Assistant Principal of Physical 
Education, Health, and Safety 
says, “Due to the budget and 
the way the programming of-

!ce programmed the Physical 
Education Department, they 
were unable to schedule the 
senior elective classes.”

Neshat Benjir ’14 is glad 
there aren’t senior electives be-
cause “having yoga for regular 
gym totally compensates for 
having swim gym junior year. 
#at was literally the worst.”

While some are pleased 
by how their gym classes 
turned out, others are down-
right upset.

Sam Bouiss ’14 said, “I 
wanted yoga and now I have 
outdoor track. I wanted to 
get yoga so I wouldn’t have to 
wear sneakers to school and 
now that I got stuck in out-
door track, I had to buy run-
ning shoes for a stupid class I 
didn’t want to take in the !rst 
place. What about the chil-
dren who can’t a$ord running 
shoes? Does Tech think about 
them when they get rid of gym 
electives?”

Although nothing can 
be done about the removal of 
gym electives for the class of 
2014, the fate of these electives 
remains unknown for next 
year’s seniors.

“#at is dependent on 
the programming o"ce. So 
that you know, I had all inten-
tions of running those classes, 
but certain programming is-
sues and decisions are out of 
my hands,” says O’Hara.

Cami Abron ’15 says, 
“We de!nitely want senior 
electives. I’ve heard a lot of 
kids talk about how fun it will 
be for them to !nally be able 
to choose a gym class that they 
care about.”

If there’s one thing I 
learned from my years at Tech, 
it’s to be prepared for some 
disappointment. So heads up 
Class of 2015, don’t get your 
hopes up.

Why Senior Gym Classes 
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