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KIPP Block’s Future 
By: Kwesi Ampofo, Lisandro Florencio, Tania Smith 

Bronx, New York- In KIPP NYC College Prep, 

there have been many rumors about the fate of KIPP 

Block next year. The principal of this school, Natalie 

Webb (Ms. Webb), has spoken on this topic as well as 

KIPP Block administrators and students in the school.  

The founding principal, Natalie Webb, has spoken on 

this matter since it is essential for the next school year. 

After spending countless hours in anticipation she has 

stated that, “Students who continue to have GPAs over 

3.0 will continue to have increased freedom during KIPP 

Block and all sports and arts programs will definitely be 

continued. Some teachers have suggested having 

mandatory study halls and tutoring for all kids below a 

3.0 GPA.” Ms. Webb states how no changes will occur 

in the future KIPP Block plans and it will remain the 

same as it did this year. The rumors of there being no 

KIPP Block have been denied by the principal. Students 

have also spoken on this topic. 

 While the principal denies any change of next 

year’s KIPP Block, students seem to be in favor of the 

way teacher administrators feel KIPP Block should be 

run next year. They feel as though KIPP Block should be 

aimed towards boosting the GPAs of students and giving 

those of high GPAs the option of participating in KIPP 

Block. Tenth grader Dajour Evans feels as though the 

end of day activities are unnecessary and take too much 

time that could be used for studying in challenging 

courses or towards the commute home as some people 

lives farther away than others. Tenth grade student 

Jocelyn Spencer agrees saying that she’d prefer that the 

time be used to improve her grades and prepare for her 

AP tests. Soon to be senior 11th grader Mariama  

 

 

 

 

 

Diallo states that decisions for KIPP Block should be 

based upon a student’s class as well as their grades. As 

for herself as long as she has a choice she is glad to 

attend KIPP Block next year.  

She does say, though, that KIPP Block in 

previous years was enjoyable in that it “had many 

options that specialized in different interests like 

cooking, knitting, yoga, and others.” When asked about 

the fate of KIPP Block in the following year, she stated 

that it should be optional for those who have a high 

enough GPA and those who have a lower GPA should 

have a mandatory study hall or tutoring of some sort. 

Also previous KIPP Block instructor Mr. Mitchell, who 

prompted the chess KIPP Block, said, “Maybe juniors 

not just seniors should be allowed to opt out of KIPP 

Block if they're grades are at a certain level,” and when 

asked what that specific stand point should be, a 3.0 or 

above, he replied “absolutely.” 

While the future of KIPP Block is still blurry, 

Ms. Webb has denied all the rumors. The rumors might 

come true if the students and teachers keep advocating 

for it, but for now KIPP Block will remain the same for 

the next school year. 
 

“Students who continue to have GPAs 

over 3.0 will continue to have increased 

freedom.” 

Review: 1996 Air Jordan Taxi 12  
By Dellon Jones 

 
 After receiving a 2013 retro (a re-release of an older 

sneaker) on December 14th that featured subtle changes from 

the OG (original version) such as a higher toe box shown here 

on the front of the shoe, the rereleased Air Jordan Taxi 12 

differs from the original 1996 release because  the toe box is 

drawn closer to where the laces start. Due to the age of the 

original pair, which was originally released in November of 

1996, the black lizard print along the shoe has aged but still feels 

very authentic. The lizard print on original pairs is actually scaly 

unlike the retro which to some feels glossy and over-painted.  

 Another key difference in how the original Taxis feel is 

on the outsole the original pairs actually have a thicker more 

durable sole but the retros have a lighter outsole due to the fact 

that agility and speed have become higher priorities on 

basketball sneakers recently. 

 The packaging on the original Taxis is also notable as it 

features the words made popular by the Jordan 11, “Quality 

basketball products inspired by the greatest player ever,” which 

is also spread along the heel vertically on the Jordan 12. The box 

is also importantly lacking on Jordan Brand logos but instead 

goes with Nike along the top and sides. 

 I feel the Taxis are a great shoe and there is a lot of 

history behind them and due to the fact that they were recently 

retroed and worn during the 1997-1998 championship season for 

the Chicago Bulls, but had little hype surrounding them, original 

pairs can be found in great condition for almost the same price 

as the recent release because of the re-sell market on Jordans 

and how their value increases after they have sold out. eBay has 

several listings of original Taxi 12s for around$250 while the 

new re-release has been in some stores for around $260-$280. 

Seeing as how the re-release had a retail price of $174.94 after 

taxes, there was growth in their prices. 

Prom: A Night to Remember 
By Mariama Diallo  

Senior Prom Night—the night all of us will remember 

for years and years. It’s a glamorized event that rounds out and 

defines your high school experience, and sets the tone for your 

transition into college and adulthood. At KIPP NYC College 

Prep, the feeling is no different.  

Most seniors this year, although they don’t yet know 

what they want to wear for prom, are planning to go all out for 

their final KIPP dance and celebration. The class of 2013 set an 

amazing, hard-to-beat precedent with prom last year, as students 

spent a lot of money to look impressive, but this year’s senior 

class is determined to make their prom even more special.  

With the venue being held in the Rosenthal Pavilion at 

the NYU Kimmel Center, and floor-to-ceiling windows that 

overlook Washington Square Park, 5th Avenue, and the Empire 

State Building, the seniors will have a beautiful venue in the 

heart of the city they call home. Prom tickets are $75 for KIPP 

seniors, and $100 for prom dates outside of KIPP, but with such 

a beautiful venue, the price is definitely worth it. 

Prom is, to many, the most important event in one’s 

entire high school experience. According to Ms. Lauren, one of 

our prom organizers here at KIPP NYC College Prep, our 

“Senior class deserves to have a formal class celebration at the 

end of their four years of high school. This is a tradition that 

many schools celebrate and we, as a school, have adopted. It’s a 

special event that allows our students to celebrate all their hard 

work, high school friendships, and have fun as a senior class 

prior to graduation. Graduation is more focused on their 

academic achievements and celebrating with their families. 

Prom is one last opportunity for students to dress up and create 

fun memories with the entire senior class.” 

This year’s theme for prom is a Masquerade, with black, 

red, and gold as the colorway. The prom song is “Feel This 

Moment” by Pitbull, and it definitely sums up the feeling for this 

year’s senior class regarding prom - being ready to live it up and 

celebrate as hard as they can for one last time. 

 



  

     

           

The Growler 
Interested in an issue? 

Take Journalism or 

submit to Zimmerman 

 

 

Bulldog news. Get 

your paws on it! 

Bulldog news. Get 

your paws on it! 

JUNE 2014 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sneaker Community At Large 

With Reporting by Raymond Arias, Mark Anthony-

Bryant, Kharynn Ethridge, and Dellon Jones  

 Who doesn’t appreciate communities? The way 

they encourage and uplift people make them valuable. 

In our own school the sneaker community is indeed 

thriving as evidenced by the tendency of teachers like 

Math teacher Mr. Leon to buy sneakers. 

 “He does it as a hobby,” said Ms. Rodarte, 

guidance counselor at KIPP High School, of her 

husband’s tendency to buy, sell or trade sneakers. In 

the interview she also talked about how many pairs she 

thinks he has, she said, “over 150”, how she thinks it’s 

remarkable that he can even sell the sneakers she thinks 

are in bad condition or have been worn too much. Ms. 

Rodarte likes that Mr. Leon collects sneakers because 

she says, “It brings out the kid in him”. Ms. Rodarte 

isn’t entirely out of touch with the sneaker community 

herself professing her love for Nike Dunks especially 

the “Sky Hi” silhouette which is characterized by a 

high heel type of design making them like traditional 

women’s shoes but with an added basketball flavor. 

She is also fond of Mr. Leon’s white and red Air 

Jordan Ones which were dubbed “Chicago 1s” because 

of Michael Jordan playing for the Bulls and wearing 

the sneakers at home during his rookie season. 

 Mr. Leon said himself of sneaker collecting 

that to him it means a sign of success. He expressed to 

me that as a kid he really wanted a lot of sneakers he 

saw as a kid watching basketball but couldn’t afford 

them. So, when he finally was able to afford the 

sneakers he once saw as a kid, he started to buy them 

when they re-released.   

 However, Mr. Leon doesn’t only like old 

sneakers, he has, “Some LeBrons and KDs (which are 

modeled after modern basketball players) that he 

likes”. Original Jordans are still the way to go for Mr. 

Leon because he listed his favorite sneakers as Black 

and Red Jordan Ones (originally released in 1985), 

Hare Jordan Sevens (originally released in 1992), and 

Black Grey White and Red Air Jordan Threes 

(originally released in 1988). His affection for older 

sneakers show that Mr. Leon is a true Sneakerhead. he 

even said it himself that he, “Doesn’t buy sneakers for 

anyone else, only himself.” When I asked him how he 

feels about the “new” Sneakerheads, young kids that 

put hype behind numerous retro Jordan releases, Nike 

foamposite releases and lately certain Asics releases, he 

said they don’t affect him. One admires Mr. Leon’s 

true love for sneakers because he has dedication and he 

even has pairs at his house and his grandmother’s 

house where he grew up— basically where it all started 

for him. 

 The sneaker community is absolutely living 

and breathing in our school. Mr. Leon isn’t the only 

teacher in the school who may decide to wear sneakers 

on any given day, and he, along with the other sneaker-

wearing teachers of the school are a microcosm of a 

larger community between the students who often buy, 

sell, and trade with one another.  

 

Editor’s note: Want to write about sneakers or movies 

or music or important things happening at school? Join 

the Newspaper Club! Talk to Mr. Zimmerman or Mr. 

Kratz to find out how you can contribute.  

Summer To-Do List 
By Nelson Castillo and Olivia Johnson 

 
 Do you have any plans for the 

summer? If you don’t, then you can plan on 

working, going to a camp, getting a job, or do 

your summer homework. Or you can try to 

travel to places locally so that you can do 

new things. If you are really interested in 

making progress for your future you can do 

college classes over the summer with College 

Now. With that you can enter college with 

some credits already and it means fewer 

classes for you in college. 

 In charge of summer opportunities 

here at KIPP is Ms. Gervacio. Students can 

ask her for any recommendations of camps or 

where to look for job. We asked her 

questions to see what student’s options are 

for the summer.  

 

Many students talk about Summer Youth, 

a huge NYC program. Is Summer Youth a 

great program to get a job through? 

 

Yes and no. Yes because it takes a lot of 

students but because it is a lottery there is no 

guarantee.  

 

Which summer camp is your favorite? 

 

Rocking The Boat which offers two choices, 

build a boat or learn how to sail it. 

 

In Rocking The Boat they try to have an 

environment where they can make young 

people feel safe. Also, kids get helped with 

the tools and resources to reach their goals. 

The target of Rocking the Boat are low 

income kids. 

 

Why you recommend taking college 

classes? 

 

Because students experience college courses 

and have a chance to get college credits for 

free. 

 

Why is it so important for students to use 

their summer wisely? 

 

Summer can be relaxing and productive for 

building resumes, especially since some 

programs are up to two weeks so it won't take 

up your whole summer. Also, you can learn 

new experience that helps you out. Not doing 

anything over the summer just doesn’t seem 

to be a good use of all that free time. In that 

time you can go out, go to a program, or 

work. We think that working is a great idea. 

What’s better than getting money that you 

can spend on anything you want? Plus you 

can try to get a job at a place that you like 

and it won't feel like a drag to work there. 

NBA 2K—Review 
by Raymond Arias 

NBA 2K, one of the most famous series of 

games to ever exist, has everyone in awe whenever 

their next generation comes out. From 1999 to 2013, 

2K Sports always has something new to offer, 

especially its last release, NBA 2K14, which was 

released for the two most famous gaming systems now, 

XBOX One and PS4. From year to year most features 

change and obviously so do the players from different 

teams each year and most importantly the graphics of 

the game, which makes the game look more and more 

real.  

One feature of the 2K series that seems to 

always intrigue the fans of the game, is the cover 

athlete of each series. Even some of the real life NBA 

players who play 2K get excited when 2K announces 

their next cover athlete. 

For any person who is a fan of the sport of 

basketball, this is the game for you. It brings many 

features to the game for players to choose from, like 

MyPlayer, which allows gamers to create their own 

fictional player to live the life of a basketball player, 

they also have association which allows gamers to use 

one NBA franchise and go through NBA seasons with 

that one team, and last but not least, NBA 2K allows 

gamers to play online games against friends which is 

always exciting. 

 I already got my copy of NBA 2K14 from last 

year, and I know for sure that on October 7, 2014 I’ll 

be getting my copy of NBA 2K15. Can’t Wait! 

 

“Get a job at a place that you like 

and it won’t feel like a drag to work 

there.” 

News Update—Donald Sterling 
by Mark Anthony-Bryant 

 2014—One big story this year showed how 

there still some type of racism, as the Clippers owner 

made racist remarks regarding how he truly feels about 

minorities with his mixed-race girlfriend.  

 Donald Sterling, born Donald Tokowitz, April 

26, 1934, has owned the Clippers for 33 years. While it 

seemed as if Mr. Sterling didn’t have a problem with 

minorities, as the National Basketball Association is 

full of minority players. 

 However, this proved untrue. He was 

extremely upset with his girlfriend, V. Stiviano, for 

taking a picture with African American, 5-time NBA 

champion with the Los Angeles Lakers, Magic 

Johnson, and posting it on her Instagram. V. Stiviano 

recorded her boyfriend as Donald was saying extremely 

racist remarks about minorities and referred to them as 

the enemy. Once the recording of Donald was released, 

on April 29, 2014, Sterling was banned from the NBA 

for life and fined $2.5 million by the NBA. 

 The recordings of him making racist comments 

were made public this year. Further information you 

can go to youtube.com and tmz.com and watch the 

actual video. 
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Hello Brooklyn, How you doin’? 
By Jocelyn Spencer 

 “Here's the thing ... what Michael Rapaport left out 

because he's stupid, he did not talk about the people who can 

no longer afford to live in Williamsburg, who can no longer 

afford to live in Fort Greene, who can no longer afford to live 

in Clinton Hill," said an angered Spike Lee in a recent and 

famous outburst featured all over the internet about the 

gentrification of many New York neighborhoods.  

Lee’s remark displays the mindset of those who are 

currently living in Brooklyn neighborhoods who are 

impoverished and are suffering the effects of gentrification. 

Many are beginning to become aware of a more affluent class 

slowly integrating into their neighborhoods who are beginning 

to buy out the apartments leading to the rise of its prices. They 

have mixed reviews believing that this shift can improve their 

neighborhoods, but removes people from their homes by force, 

a completely rude and unforgiving tactic. Many others believe 

that gentrification eliminates gang and drug related conflict 

which in turn improves the neighborhood and allows other 

cultures to successful integrate. 

Many people such as history teacher Mr. Routhier 

loves to plan trips to Brooklyn whether it be to go to the 

Barclays Center or visit family and friends. Others recently 

began to move to Brooklyn such as English teacher Mr. Antao 

or History teacher Mr. Glubiak who are attracted to the calm 

Brooklyn vibe. However it is not a surprise that many, such as 

Ms. Reid, 10
th
 grade level dean of students, stayed in Brooklyn 

for 31 years because, like others, the vibe is much better than 

that of the rushed Manhattan. 

Both Global History teacher, Mr. Glubiak and English 

teacher, Mr. Antao have recently moved to Brooklyn not less 

than five years ago. During an interview, Mr. Antao told me 

that he moved to Brooklyn after Grad school with all of his 

friends because in comparison to Manhattan it has an 

“enjoyable vibe” with more areas for adults to have fun, as 

well as bigger parks which are more accessible with 

waterfronts that are connected to the neighborhood. 

Mr.Glubiak has also agreed that Brooklyn is more enjoyable 

and relaxed in comparison to Manhattan. The apartments are 

also more affordable due to its big living space and cheaper 

price. 

 In these neighborhoods in which they reside in, 

however, there is a gradually slow shift occurring. Mr.G’s 

example: restaurants he had once loved to go into are shut 

down and replaced with new commercial chain restaurants. 

This shift comes from a process known as gentrification which 

has begun to affect Brooklyn, New York for over 25 years and 

still continues now. Although Mr.Antao’s neighborhood has 

already experienced this shift, he is aware of the effects of 

gentrification being that it occurs based on income which in 

turn leads to increased rent rates. Although not currently living 

in Brooklyn, Mr. Routhier has also noticed the coming forth of 

new stores in Brooklyn neighborhoods such as the Starbucks 

located on Borough Hall which is associated with a more 

affluent group than those who currently reside in the 

neighborhood. The coming forth of new stores bringing a 

wealth group can in turn lead the neighborhoods demographics 

becoming mainly higher income individuals  

 Ms. Reid a resident of Brooklyn for over 31 years has 

come to love Brooklyn despite the shift. She believes that 

“everyone despite their cultural background brings their 

baggage” so she accepts gentrification being that it brings 

awareness of the differences she has between her community 

and the one coming forth which allows her to “become a 

chameleon to different cultures from different socioeconomic 

backgrounds”. She even noticed that because of the society’s 

shift due to gentrification Bed-Stuy transitioned from a drug- 

infested neighborhood to a family-friendly neighborhood that 

has attracted Mr. Glubiak and Mr. Antao to relocate to 

Brooklyn. She believes that this reason may lie because of the 

low prices of apartments in Brooklyn with more living that has 

attracted many to buy out Brooklyn which after creates higher 

prices due to the higher demand to live there.  
 

New Orleans, Old Orleans 
By Dajour L. Evans 

 The gymnasium was buzzing with noise as the 10th 

graders chatted amongst each other, ignoring whoever was 

speaking in the center of the gym. Suddenly the noise 

ceased. The state of the traditional end of the year trip to 

New Orleans was about to be announced. Everyone sat up 

eagerly in their seats, hoping to hear that the trip was still 

happening. But with one word their hopes were shattered: 

Philadelphia. The trip had been replaced by Philadelphia. 

 Everyone groaned.  

 The 10th grade trip to New Orleans at the end of 

June has been tradition since the opening of KIPP NYC 

College Prep five years ago. But with the introduction of 

our new school building everything changed, money 

became tight and the trip quite simply was no longer 

affordable. But that doesn’t change the frustration most, if 

not all, 10th grade students feel about having the trip 

replaced. “Nobody wants to go to Philadelphia” says 10th 

grade student Gerald Small. “It’s too close by, I’ve been 

there before”. “It’s disappointing” says Jocelyn Spencer 

“New Orleans is a trip to remember. Not Philadelphia”.  

 The biggest issue the students have with the 

replacement is their lack of involvement. For the whole 

year none of them knew what was going to happen. Rumors 

floated around the halls of a cancellation, but there was no 

certainty. When asked if they would’ve participated in 

some sort of fundraiser to raise money for the trip, every 

student said yes. Not being given the opportunity to try is 

frustrating and unfair, they argue.  

 However, previous head of the New Orleans trip, 

Samuel Routhier, disagrees. “A student-led fundraiser is a 

good thing, but it’s better to do it for summer programs, 

textbooks etc,” he argues. Despite having no involvement in 

the decision to cancel the trip, Mr. Routhier still believes 

there was a good reason behind it. “We don’t have as much 

money as students think we do,” he says. “The money we 

do have goes to really important stuff and I trust that 

Ms.Webb spends the money appropriately.”  

 So if money is a reasonable reason to cancel a trip, 

why do the sophomores continue to feel angry and 

frustrated. Mr. Routhier argues tradition. “Students get 

attached to tradition and it sometimes gets in the way of 

leadership and what is right.” It would seem as if Mr. 

Routhier’s line of thought is correct. Current tenth grader 

Tania Smith proves his point. “I’m mainly sad that we 

won’t be able to experience what previous sophomores 

have” she says. Throughout the halls it is common to hear a 

junior tell a sophomore, “New Orleans is cancelled? That 

trip was fun last year!” It creates a feeling of isolation 

within the class of 2016 who feel as if they aren’t being 

given the same opportunity.  

 However, some sophomores are okay with the trip 

to Philadelphia. “Honestly, I’m still grateful we are going 

anywhere at all,” says sophomore Tania Smith, “A trip is a 

trip”. “Yes, New Orleans is a good cultural experience” 

Mr.Routhier says, “but it is dispensable”.  

 And dispensed it was.  

 
 

 Mr. Routhier was formerly in charge of 

the New Orleans trip.  
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ABC’s Scandal: Review 
By Mariama N’Diaye 

 Are you a Gladiator or NAAAA? Do you tune 

in every night to watch Scandal as you anticipate a 

crazy twist or crazy end to the show that creator 

Shonda Rhimes writes, do you think about the show all 

week long then tune in on every Thursday night at 

10pm to get answers to what you just watched last 

week? If you do, then I now pronounce you a 

Gladiator. 
 Scandal is the best show on television. As soon 

as you tune the first scene has a crazy twist and 

someone is either being brought down by the 

government or either fixed by the one and only Olivia 

Pope. Scandal is as interesting and crazy as ever, the 

more wicked you are in the show the more power you 

have and the more control you have. All of the 

characters do the crazy things they do all for the 

president, as Cyrus Beene does as the president's chief 

of staff he is basically the guardian angel of the 

president he makes all of his problems go away. 

 Another twisted pro is that Scandal makes you 

root for the bad guys you want the bad guys to win 

because all of the people in the White House are bad 

guys, they do bad things all in favor of the president.” 

Marinda Wicker (from Scandal Profile) as a source 

states “these guys do some messed up stuff but it 

makes you not think of the lack of morals these 

characters have because we all love Fitz (the president) 

and you want him to win.”  

 Another crazy thing is that we all love Olivia 

Pope, a fixer for well-known government officials— 

she makes all of their problems go away; Olivia used to 

work for the president and she is the main reason she 

got him to be president. She left though because 

believe it or not the president is her boyfriend.  What! 

Spoiler—he is having an affair with Olivia and they are 

so much in love, the crazy part is Scandal makes you 

root for the mistress because it makes you love their 

relationship because you just love their characters. It 

also, makes you not feel bad for the wife because she is 

just as evil and power hungry like everyone in 

Washington.  

 Watch SCANDAL, what more can I say? It’s 

the best television show on TV right now!  

Animal Abuse 

By Kimberly Martinez 

 Cruel, mean, baneful. How can 

someone have the power or heart to abuse 

an animal? What is the reason for all of this 

animal abuse? Well, according to the 

ASPCA, “animal abuse or animal neglect is 

the human infliction of suffering or harm 

upon non-human animals, for purposes 

other than self-defense or survival. More 

narrowly, it can be harm for specific gain, 

such as killing animals for food or for their 

fur, although opinions differ with respect to 

the method of slaughter.” It usually 

encompasses inflicting harm for personal 

amusement. 

 Also, many animals have similar 

DNA to humans, so scientists test on these 

animals instead of on us. It is for this reason 

that animal testing is considered vital for 

improving human health and it is also why 

the scientific community and many 

members of the public support its use. In 

fact, there are also individuals who are 

against animal testing for cosmetics but still 

support animal testing for medicine and the 

development of new drugs for disease. 

 If some animals have similar DNA 

of humans, shouldn't they be treated like 

us? Another con on the issue of animal 

testing is the price. Animal testing generally 

costs an enormous amount of money, as the 

animals must be fed, housed, cared for and 

treated with drugs or a similar experimental 

substance. On top of that, animal testing 

may occur more than once and over the 

course of months, which means that 

additional costs are incurred. According to 

humansociety.org, “It's estimated that 

thousands of mice, guinea pigs, rats, and 

rabbits suffer and die in these tests every 

year in the U.S. alone”. 

 

A Modern Modern Family 
by Tania Smith 

 Scrolling through the first ten channels on a 

late afternoon in search of some entertainment on 

television, you may have noticed the title Modern 

Family on ABC and kept scrolling believing from the 

title that the show was corny and unexciting. Quite on 

the contrary, however, with the familial combination of 

a homosexual couple, an interracial marriage, your 

typical American family and crazy plots to tie 

everything together, this show is far from unexciting.  

Very basically, this show is about three families that 

are all related in one way or another and the storyline 

of the show is based on their humorous and relatable 

interactions. One of the couples is homosexual played 

by actors Eric Stonestreet and Jesse Ferguson. In the 

show, they have an adopted Asian child and they work 

together to raise her as they struggle to find the right 

time to tell her about her biological make-up. They also 

often times have to deal with backlash from others 

while at social events.  

Ed O’Neill who plays the father of Jesse 

Ferguson’s character grows to accept his son’s 

homosexual relationship as the viewers get to see in the 

beginning of the season. O’Neill’s character is also in a 

family of his own with a youthful Columbian wife 

played by Sofia Vergara and their mixed son. Within 

this trio, we see Vergara’s character struggle to adjust 

in a traditional American family with her thick Spanish 

accent as well as their son accept his culture while 

dealing with ordinary problems of a child growing into 

their teens. 

O’Neill’s character is also the father of Julie 

Bowen’s who is the wife and mother of characters of 

Ty Burell, Sarah Hyland, Ariel Winter, and Nolan 

Gould. They play as your typical American family with 

daughters of popular and geek status as well as a son 

who, along with O’Neill’s character’s Columbian son. 

Throughout the show, you see them interact through 

sibling rivalries, family feuds and frequent competition.  

The title, Modern Family, truly matches the 

content of the show. This show genuinely captivates 

the feel of a modern day family without basing it on 

your 50s traditional family. The incorporation of the 

gay couple, while it may be unusual to place on a 

family show, it is extremely relevant to the scene of 

these days and should be put on the forefront of 

television as the population of gays grow. The show 

does a great job of modeling your average family in 

modern times while making it realistic in the familial 

situations that occur as well as the intriguing dynamics.  

What makes this show especially tuning-in 

worthy is its humor. The show isn’t recorded with an 

audience but even though no one is there to encourage 

laughter from the viewers when a humorous scene 

happens, there really is no need. With Sofia Vergara 

running up and down the street yelling in her strong 

Spanish accent, Eric Stonestreet being significantly 

feminine in his ego and the blank stares of characters 

into the camera as if to include the audience on an 

insider, there is no way a viewer could resist the strong 

tempt to laugh.  

This show is great to watch after a long day at 

work for a good laugh or during a weekend morning 

with a cup of joe. It’s extremely friendly for the whole 

family to watch. After one episode, when it becomes 

your favorite daytime show, you’ll be hooked! 

 

 

Modern Family: Grade A 

The Last of Us Review 
By Jannerys Rodriguez  

Are you tired of playing games with no story line? I 

mean who doesn't love a game that has features of a movie. One where you are in control of what 

happens to the characters and you won't get tired of playing. The Last of Us is an action/adventure 

survival horror game. The game starts off with Joel the protagonist who later on in the game meets a 12-

year-old orphan girl by the name of Ellie. Together the characters attempt to survive in planet earth, 

hiding , killing and running away from hostile bandits and zombie-like creatures infected by a mutated 

strain of the Cordyceps fungus. After the first week of releasing, the game sold 1.3 million copies and in 

total 6 million copies worldwide. 

 The game features several locations across the United States, including Boston and Lincoln, 

Massachusetts, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Wyoming, Colorado and Salt Lake City, Utah. During the 

characters journeys to survive the player will be constantly intrigued and amazed due to the artistic side 

of the game which is filled with vibrant colors, real life animals, life like homes, cars, and even 

weapons. The Game took me about a week to finish and every minute of it was worthwhile. I would 

highly recommend this game as girls because I usually never play video games but this one was 

definitely worth it ! Overall, the game received a 5 star rating from critics and I would agree the 

Naughty Dog game company really nailed this one. 
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