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     Madison’s main gym, Gym 1, has 
been transformed into a golden are-
na worthy of home games and school 
events following its renewal this spring 
semester. 
     These renovations started in Febru-
ary, but they were 
a long time com-
ing. The gym’s 
floor was original  
to the building 
and after more 
than 90 years, it 
had a number of 
minor problems 
that had the pos-
sibility of injuring 
students. after 
Ms. Cohen sur-
veyed the aging 
gym, she reviewed the plans for a new 
one and decided with Mr. Papandrea, 
Madison’s aP of Physical Education, 
that it was time to take action. 
      “The Physical Education depart-
ment is excited that the students of 
Madison will have the opportunity to 
participate in daily activities for years 
to come as a result of this renovation,” 
said Mr. Papandrea. 
    The department of Education 
funded the majority of the proj-
ect and Madison’s alumni asso-
ciation gave a generous donation 
for the renovation. The alumni  
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association requested that the gym be 
dedicated to Jammy Markowitz who 
coached basketball at Madison in the 
1920s after a career in the nba. 
     as part of the renovation, the gym 
got a complete face lift and now re-
sembles a collegiate arena more than 

a high school 
court. The gym has 
been painted gold 
and black with a 
huge “M” at cen-
ter court. Jammy’s 
name is inscribed 
on both sides of 
the court and the 
school’s name is 
printed in huge 
black letters under 
each basket.

     after being closed for a two month 
renovation, Gym 1 reopened for stu-
dent use in the beginning of april, and 
the response has been overwhelmingly 
positive. 
     “i think it looks awesome! i can’t 
wait for the other schools to see it and 
be jealous,” said Mr. Monteserrato, the 
coach of the boy’s JV basketball team.
      “i think it’s great for upcoming or re-
turning players to play in the renovated 
gym. it will help them with team spirit,” 
said Elena Gusenkova, a member of the 
girls’ varsity volleyball team. 

a construction worker puts the final touches on the 
floor of Madison’s new main gym.  

scrimmage, the point on the field where 
the last play ended. There is light contact 
allowed but you can’t physically put your 
hands on someone else to block them or 
push them away. The offense can run or 
throw the ball down the field. There is no 
kicking in flag football, so all points are 

scored by getting the 
ball into the endzone.  

     PsaL created 
the girl’s football 
league three years 
ago and in an ef-
fort to expand the 
league, PsaL offi-
cials contacted Mr. 
dumont, Madi-
son’s athletic direc-
tor, to see if Mad-
ison could start a 
new flag football 
team.
      because the 

league is just starting and it is still grow-
ing, it does not yet have the traditional “a 
& b” divisions that other PsaL sports use. 
instead, teams are divided into divisions by 
proximity. all together there are 49 teams 
in the entire league and there are six other 
teams in Madison’s division. The division 
includes dewey (which has already forfeit-
ed the season), Fort Hamilton, Erasmus, 
Lafayette, sheepshead bay, and Goldstein. 
     “We are ready to kick some butt and have 
a great season,” exclaimed Tory bellings.
     The first game of the season was forfeited 
by John dewey High school and Madison 
lost their second game to Fort Hamilton 
33-6.

     after 89 years of male-dominated foot-
ball at Madison, the school held tryouts for 
a new, all-girls flag football team and their 
first game was played on the Madison field 
on april 4th.
      Tryouts were open to all grades and were 
held March 3rd in the 3rd floor gym. The 
gym was packed with 62 
girls all hoping that they 
would be the first mem-
bers of the girls’ flag 
football team. The team’s 
Coach, Mr. Monteser-
rato, a Global studies 
teacher and the coach of 
the boys JV basketball 
team, could only take 
the best 18 girls because 
only 7 athletes play on 
the field during a game.
   “The main require-
ments to make the team 
were speed, knowledge 
of football, and the ability to catch the ball,” 
stated Coach Monteserrato.
       The rules of flag football are similar to 
those of tackle football. a distinctive differ-
ence is that instead of tackling the opponent 
in order to end a play, players must remove 
a flag that is attached to the ball-carrier’s 
belt. Without the contact of tackle-football, 
the girls don’t wear the padding or hel-
mets that the boys wear but they do wear a 
mouth guard to protect against accidental 
contact.  in addition, the girls play with a 
slightly smaller ball and the field is 40 yards 
shorter than the boys’ field.
     When a play begins, the defense still 
rushes the quarterback from the line of  

   Madison’s flag football knights line up with flags     
   flying from their hips against Ft. Hamilton Hs.

           Lady knights Tackle Flag Football  
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      on May 13th, the James Madison 
teachers and varsity basketball teams 
went head-to-head in a charity basket-
ball game in memory of Mr. Marcelin’s 
daughter, Tessa, and for the first time 
in history, the teachers won the game.
      The game was tied at 31 at halftime 
and play intensified in the second half 
as the teachers pulled ahead by one bas-
ket. With just a second remaining on 
the game-clock, Monte Lambert tied 
the game for the students with an assist 
by daniel shulman. The stands erupted 
with chanting students screaming for 
“oVERTiME!”
     With one minute put back on 
the clock, Mr. Monteserrato was 
fouled on a two point shot and hit 
the foul shot to put the teachers up 
by three. Unable to overcome the 
teachers’ suffocating defense, the stu-
dents couldn’t score in overtime and 
the teachers won the game 69-66. 
     More than 200 students and alumni 

Ms. bendrihem explained that accept-
ing Madison dollars was an incentive 
for students to do well in school in order 
to participate in school activities. The 
event raised about $1,400 this year, with 
over 250 tickets sold, and was supported 
by the key Club, Math department, 
Physical Education department, Mad-
ison Varsity, and JV basketball teams, 
the Cheer squad, and the alumni as-
sociation.  

filled the bleachers 
in the newly renovat-
ed Jammy Markow-
itz Gym to see their 
teachers and peers 
play ball and the un-
veiling of the cheer-
leaders’ new banner 
that now hangs from 
the balcony. staff par-
ticipants included Ms.  
 Cohen, who fell during 
the game and played 

dead to entertain the crowd, Mr. Haim, 
who wore his signature high socks, and 
Mr. Monteserrato, for whom the crowd 
cheered “MVP” after scoring several 
baskets including the game winning 
points.
     Ms. bendrihem and Mr. Haim 
founded the event three years ago, in 
order to honor Tessa, who passed away 
at the age of six in Haiti’s devastat-
ing earthquake of 2010. according to 
Ms. bendrihem, the basketball game 
serves as a fund raiser for a scholarship 
awarded to a Madison student who ex-
cels in mathematics. she explained that 
the scholarship was founded because 
she believed that it was the best way for 
Tessa’s memory to live on. 
     “The enthusiasm from the students 
and teachers is what Madison is all 
about. it was beautiful,” said Ms. ben-
drihem.
     The cost of a ticket to enter the 
game was $5, or 10 Madison dollars.  

Teachers Play Students and Charity Wins
by LaURa VoGEL

     according to Madison senior iva-
na berlin, the score of the game didn’t 
matter. it was the message behind the 
game that brought her to the gym.
     “Even though it was supposed to be 
just a fun game to see who’s better at 
basketball, the meaning of the game is 
much deeper than that, and that’s what 
made it a great experience,” reflected 
ivana.
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