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   Th e way Spanish teacher, 
Ms. Robin Th ompson, fi g-
ures it, she is going to have 
to spend an additional $8 per 
month to get to work.
    “I feel that New Yorkers live 
on a fi xed income,” said Th omp-
son. “I feel it’ll be diffi  cult for 
people to ride the MTA if they 
keep increasing the fare.” 
    With the recent MTA fare 
increase, some teachers and 
students are going to have to 
dig a little deeper into their 
pockets just to get to school.
     “I feel this is unfair,” said 
Sheryl Martino, a school 
aide who distributes metro 
cards. “I knew it was going 
to go up but not this fast.”
   On March 3rd, MTA in-
creased the fare amount for 
buses and trains by 25 cents 
and the monthly cards from 
$104 to $112. According to 
MTA spokesman Adam Lis-
berg, the fare increase is used 
to pay mostly for its employee’s 
health care and pensions and 
not for improved services.  
   Sophomore Brianna Gra-
ham whose father is a bus 
driver said her father agrees 
with the MTA’s decision.
     “My father feels that the 
MTA made the right deci-
sion,” said Graham. “Th ey 
need money to fi x the sub-
ways, tracks, buses, etc.”  
    Although some people 
agree with their decision, 
many others don’t. Frances 
Blay, who also works in the 
metro card department at the 
school, said the extra cost is 
going to hit families hard.
    “Shame on them! I fi nd 
this disgusting,” said Blay. 
“Parents won’t be able to take 
their children to the park, 
beach or other places.”
    A single ride ticket on the 
subway rose from $2.50 to 
$2.75 and on a bus it went 
from $2.25 to $2.50. Fur-
thermore, express bus cards 
jumped from $5.50 to $6 and 
7 day unlimited cards went up 
from $29 to $30. Th e MTA 
will also charge a $1 fee if you 
chose to buy another card.
     “I’m angry about this,” said 
Byanca Pierre, a sophomore. “I 
pay to get on the train every-
day because I have half fare it 
was bad enough I had to pay 
2.50, but now 2.75?”
     Nevertheless, despite the in-
crease, everyone still said they 
will ride the buses and trains.
    “I mean there’s nothing we 
can do about it,” said Shevika 
Barker, a sophomore. “We 
still need a way to get where 
we need to go.”
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     Sophomore Ta-shawn Davis 
believes that something positive 
must be done when it comes to 
gun control. Davis, who comes 
from Red Hook, said that he 
often hears gunshots in his 
tough Brooklyn neighborhood.
      “I hear gun shots from pistols 
or semi-automatic guns almost 
two to three times a week,” said 
Davis. “It mostly occurs on Fri-
days or Wednesdays.”
     Davis knows fi rsthand what 
guns can do, and certainly feels 
that the government should 
do something to keep guns 
out of the hands of people that 
shouldn’t have them. 
      As the president and the 
Congress wrestle with this issue 
after a rash of recent gun vio-
lence tragedies, the debate con-
tinues on what to do with guns.
       On one side of the de-
bate, there are Americans 
who feel that they should be 
allowed to own guns and any 
gun legislation would be an 
infringement on their Sec-

ond Amendment rights.
     But in wake of the Newtown 
shootings and the high-profi le 
killings in Aurora Colorado, 
Virginia Tech, and Columbine, 
many Murrowites are wonder-
ing when enough is enough.
     “The ability to have guns 
has as many pros as cons,” 

said senior Luis De los San-
tos. “However, we need to 
prevent what happened in 
Colorado and Connecticut, 
and we also should have 
armed security guards in-
stead of armed teachers.”
     Murrow sophomore Jacque-

line Diaz said she also wants 
more gun restrictions. She 
also supports restrictions on 
ammunition and thinks there 
should be stricter background 
checks and psychiatric tests 
before purchasing a fi rearm.
     “I am for gun control re-
strictions,” said Diaz. “Th ere 

has always been a lot of crime 
involving the use of guns, for ex-
ample, the Newtown tragedy.”
      But social studies teacher 
Mr. Matthew Gherman said 
that the law does need tinker-
ing but he said people have a 
right to own a gun.

       “I think everyone should 
go through a process,” said 
Mr. Gherman. “Pistols de-
fend your home and that’s it. 
Everyone is entitled to own 
a gun, no assault rifl es, just a 
pistol to defend the home.”
      Murrow sophomore Bishoy 
Salem believes that every men-
tally stable person should be 
entitled to possess a fi rearm.
     “Th e Second Amendment 
clearly allows us to bear arms,” 
said Salem.  “If police have guns, 
why can’t we? Cops are human; 
they will make mistakes with 
their guns just like anyone else.”
      Whatever happens, Ms. 
Rose Dasch, the school’s parent 
coordinator, said the law needs 
to be strengthened to determine 
who can purchase a fi rearm.
      “I feel that there are loop-
holes people use to buy and 
sell guns,” said Ms. Dasch. 
“If there aren’t any changes 
there will be more incidents 
in the future. I think President 
Obama is making a push for 
changes on gun control and he 
will get some kind of change 
done in the near future.”
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Many Americans are unhappy with the nation’s gun policies.

MTA Fare 
Hike Upsets 
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Make Way for the New Pope

School Debates Gun Control Policies

    

     With the recent election 
of Pope Francis as the next 
Pope, most Murrowites feel 
that he’s going to make a 
great spiritual leader. 
     Argentinian Cardinal Jorge 
Mario Bergoglio was named 
Pope on March 13th and took 
the name “Francis” after St. 
Francis of Assisi who is known 
for dedicating his time with 
helping the poor. 
      “I truly do believe he will 
lead the Catholic Church in 
the right direction if he truly 
follows the teachings of St. 
Francis,” said Ms. Christine 
Ingordo, the assistant principal 
of administration.
   Christian Club advisor and 
social studies teacher Ms. 
Mary Lento said that Pope 
Francis needs to continue to 
stay the course.

      “Th e Pope, his job is to 
not please people,” said Ms. 
Lento. “Please God and be 
true to the bible.”

      After Pope Benedict XVI’s 
resignation on February 28th, 
it left senior, Anthony Forrisi, 
who works at his local church, 

to believe that maybe 
he didn’t have the 
right dedication.
    “When he resigned 
I wasn’t sure what 
he really did for the 
Catholic Church as 
much in benefi ts or 
changes,” said Forrisi.
   A recent CBS 
News/ Th e New York 
Times poll said that 
Pope Benedict XVI 
did a poor job and the 
next Pope should turn 
to more liberal views.
    In the poll, peo-
ple agreed that the 
Pope should allow 
controversial topics 

that are usually against the 
Catholic Church like birth 
control, letting women be-
come priests and allowing 
priests to get married.
    “Honestly I think the 
church’s view on birth con-
trol and abortion should 
be left alone,” said Forrisi. 
“You’d be changing the reli-
gion and what beliefs it was 
started on.”
    On the other hand sopho-
more, Richard Ngo, seems to 
agree with the poll and thinks 
that the Pope should follow 
the people’s demands.
   “The Pope knows the times 
have changed dramatically,” 
said Ngo. “There’s not just 
one side of the story any-
more, let these social issues 
be taken care of.”
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Pope Francis during 
an interview.

Murrowites Voice their Opinions about Pope Francis


