
The past few months have been 
dreadful, sad and demeaning. The 
gun control issue has been a major is-
sue since this country was created. Ev-
erything goes hand in hand with peo-
ple having their freedom, but most 
of these incidents occurred through 
people having big guns. 

‘’ It’s not the gun that kills people, 
it’s the gun that stimulates power to 
bring out the 
worst in people”, 
said Anthony 
Curtatolo senior.  

W e 
shouldn’t let 
people get a 
hold of guns. 
There has to 
be control and 
also a limited 
amount of people should be entitled 
to having guns. 

Lax gun control is the cause of 
the Sandy Hook tragedy, and because 
of that 26 people are dead now. What 
example can we set up for ourselves 
and for other countries when we can’t 
even protect our kids? 

Anybody can get a hold of guns 
these days, and there are people that 
have more than four to five rifles at 
home. Other incidents such as Colum-
bine, Sandy Hook, Virginia Tech have 
proven that people can’t be trusted 
with guns. 

Why do people need so many 
guns at home? Why is there such a 
need for protection when there are 
police around? If people didn’t get 
a hold of guns there would be less 
temptation and the crime rate would 
be much lower. 

We all know that we have our 
freedom provided by the Bill of Rights, 

but is it really freedom when a sick-
ened person walked in an elementary 
school and killed 26 people? If Amer-
ica wants guns strengthen gun back-
ground checks, sometimes its as easy 
as just showing and identification to 
get a gun. 

We are a country based on free-
dom, but this is no freedom, this is ter-
ror. We need change; we need more 

security in schools 
and in public places. 
People can get guns 
from anywhere and 
they can create guns 
from everything.

The Boston Mar-
athon occurred be-
cause people created 
bombs from shotgun 
propellents and it re-

sulted in the death of three people. 
Because of this tragedy an eight year 
old died. Events like this happen all 
the time and I believe that by forcing 
gun control there will be much less 
crime. 

America needs a change, things 
have improved and escalated. People 
have become more mischievous and 
more intellectual as technology has 
improved. We can’t still follow rules 
that were established by our found-
ing fathers. 

 We need change; we need a new 
system of rules that will strengthen 
our core of security. RFK sends their 
blessings to all of the victims that oc-
curred from gun violence.

This article 
is a gun free 

zone!
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Guns don’t kill people, 

people kill people.
Events that have taken 

place over the past couple of 
weeks have put the issue of 
gun rights on the hot seat.

 After the incident at 
Sandy Hook Elementary 
people around the country 
have sprung forward 
in an attempt to fix a 
problem they do not 
understand. Some of 
those people happen 
to be mayor Bloom-
berg and President 
Barack Obama. 

Everyone wants 
a quick solution to 
a problem that digs 
much deeper than people 
want to believe. The events 
that took place at Sandy 
Hook were a tragedy, and in 
the face of hardship people 
will always look for some-
thing or someone to blame. 
When the villain takes his 
own life then what’s left to 
blame? His tool.

People feel like they 
need to do something in or-
der to stop something like 
this from happening again. 
It’s easy to put the blame on 
something that is commonly 
associated with death, but 
the problem does not lie in 
the weapon, it lies in the per-
son who pulls the trigger.

Guns are as much re-
sponsible for death as 
spoons and forks are respon-
sible for obesity. Neither 
would have done anything 

had they not been picked up 
and used. This isn’t a prob-
lem about how many rounds 
a magazine holds or how 
many shots a gun can fire 
per second. It’s about mak-
ing sure that people are sane 
enough to know that murder 
is not acceptable and about 

fixing a problem before it 
develops. This is a mental 
health issue and it should 
be treated as one. Attacking 
an inanimate object will not 
protect anyone’s life in the 
future. Firearms don’t just 
stand up and begin shooting 
people, yet some people still 
think banning them will save 
lives.

If a person is insane 
enough to shoot an assault 
rifle into a crowd then they 
are insane enough to drive 
their car down a busy side-
walk or go on a stabbing 
spree. As long as there are 
people willing to kill others 
then there will be murder, 
regardless of what kinds of 
weapons are available. By 
banning any type of firearm 
you restrict the rights of law 
abiding citizens that were 

granted to them in the sec-
ond amendment.

Firearms are nothing 
but a tool that, contrary to 
popular belief, have many 
different purposes such as 
self-defense, hunting, or 
sport. Part of the fear of fire-
arms comes from people not 

understanding their 
use. Firearms are cate-
gorized as one dimen-
sional killing  machines 
when they are so much 
more. 

Knives are respon-
sible for the same 
amount of homicides 
each year as firearms 
are, yet there is never 

an uproarious anti-knife pro-
test. Congress does not pass 
legislation restricting knives. 
The reason may seem obvi-
ous, because that is not their 
intended use; the same is 
also true for firearms. 

Firearms are a part of 
our country and should not 
be restricted because of the 
actions of very few. People 
need to understand, guns 
don’t kill people, people kill 
people.

Leaving the party that ev-
eryone was at and you have the 
keys in your hands of your new 
car. You only had a couple of 
drinks, you can drive…right? 

It’s the first night you took 
the car out, you have to show 
it off, and you have to drive all 
your friends home...right?

No one’s on the road, the 
windows are down, the music is 
loud. 

Drive faster? Why not?
You are at the hospital, you 

and all of your friends that just 
left the party. It was an ac-
cident, and it didn’t have 
anything to do with how 
much you drank…right?

You and all of your 
friends and the man 
you hit and his whole 
family are at the hos-
pital. It was just an ac-
cident, and it didn’t 
have anything to do with 
how much you drank or 
how fast you were driving 
though…right?

It was just an accident.
“Teenagers operate under 

the belief that they’re invincible 
and nothing bad will ever hap-
pen to them. Car crashes are 
the number one cause of teen 
deaths in the U.S.”

High school is the time 
when driver permits are being 
issued, licenses are being re-
ceived in the mail and first cars 
are being purchased.

However, before you com-
plete any of the steps in that 

process, it is absolutely neces-
sary to realize the importance of 
safe driving.

Teens have the highest 
chance of having a fatal crash 
within the first six months of 
getting their driver’s license.

In the beginning, you are 
still getting used to the feel of 
driving. Don’t rush the process! 
Take your time learning the 
roads, routes and ways that are 
most 

s a f e 
and comfortable for you.

Males are twice as likely as 
females to be killed in a crash 
while they’re teenagers.

Men, unfortunately, this is 
a known fact. Instead of letting 
this discourage you, make it en-
courage you! Prove the statistics 
wrong.

Everyone is capable of 
choosing safe driving options. 

Think before you act and re-
search into this.

37% of teen drivers be-
tween the ages of 15 and 20 
were speeding at the time of a 
fatal crash.

You will get there when you 
will get there! Most likely, the 
reason for speeding as a teen is 
no reason to speed. 

Running late for school or 
work? Set your alarm clock ear-
lier! Running late and you can’t 
help it? Well, just explain your-

self when you get there rather 
than endangering yourself 

and, in this case, maybe 
even endangering oth-

ers.
31% of teens driv-

ers were drinking al-
cohol at the time of 
their death.

Never, EVER drink 
and drive. How many 

times have you heard 
this? 

Well LISTEN! When 
you get behind the wheel 

after you have been drinking, 
you are no longer risking your 
life, but the life of many others. 
Whether it is the lives of people 
in your car or another, it is just 
not worth it! 

If you are going to be in 
a situation that you know in-
volves drinking, decide you are 
not drinking that night if you 
are driving, assign a designated 
driver or take a cab.

 PLAN PLAN PLAN AHEAD! 
That’s what it’s all about!

The warmer the weather, 
the shorter the pants. 

As the weather heats up, 
RFK students are dressing to ac-
commodate the hot weather. 
This of course is fine as long as 
it is not in violation of the dress 
code.

Students will be unable 
to wear belly shirts, spaghetti 

strapped shirts and short shorts. 
Many RFK Students are aware of 
the dress code and support it.

“This is a school and I be-
lieve people should dress prop-
erly and not like they are in their 
house,”  said James Garcia, junior.

According to the rules, a 
proper outfit must consist of 
clothing being waist level.

The school is enforcing the 
dress code really efficiently and 
students should be aware of this. 
These actions lead the school to 
be portrayed as a more respect-
able and pleasant learning envi-
ronment.

“I believe the way you dress 

describes the person you are, 
but I do believe you should dress 
according to the dress code to 
respect the school and its rules. I 
feel like not many people follow 
the rules no matter how much 
they try to enforce it,” said Mi-
chelle Guillen, senior.

Despite many students sup-
porting the dress code, there are 
many students opposing it.

“I believe we should be 
able to dress as we please. It’s 
our decision to dress the way 
we want to be seen. If someone 
doesn’t dress properly, it makes 
me judgmental about them but 
it’s their decision,” said Erion Ah-
metaj, senior.

The teachers are very seri-
ous when it comes to the dress 
code and will be on your back 
about it. It is their job to enforce 
the rules of the schools and 
the student’s job to respect the 
rules.

So as spring continues, 
avoid the fever and follow the 
dress code!

“Guns don’t kill 
people, people 

kill people.”


