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A Community of Writers 

Here is a simple truth: You need a literary environment to thrive as a writer. Even though 

writing is always a lonely activity, we cannot avoid the fact that we need each other, a 

community, to keep going. We require assistance. Immersing myself in a literary environment 

can keep me motivated, provide inspiration, and improve my writing and editing skills.  

I am a normal writer among a community of writers. I would make mistakes and need 

another pair of eyes to spot my errors. I would also have a shitty first draft like many others. I am 

thankful my peers are willing to help with my drafts and give helpful advice. They made me spot 

mistakes I have overlooked and change my understanding of the overall assignment. I learned 

many things from the reading response and the etiquette style of writing. It encouraged me to 

expand my vocabulary and mindset. 

We spend time in class addressing our own needs as authors as well as the needs of our 

peers. How much time do writers need to think, plan, compose, and share? What type of space 

do you prefer to work in? What is and is not an acceptable volume level during writing time? 

Who is my audience? Who do I choose to share with? Why do I share my work? What tools help 

to best create my message? All these questions let us reflect and create an environment best 

suited for us.  

We can never underestimate the benefits of a workshop. Workshops provide an 

exceedingly rare, and remarkable opportunity to meet, interact, and exchange ideas with a vast 

array of refreshing, fellow writers. When you attend a workshop, you are truly in the center of a 

literary community, and the support you find there can be surprisingly therapeutic. The thought 

of showing my work to someone scared me when I went to my first meeting of the semester. But 

the thing about sharing your work with other writers is that they know exactly what that type of 

anxiety feels like. They’ve all felt it before. They understand you in a way that few people in the 

world do. When you share your work with other writers, you do not have to worry about being 

torn down, or criticized, or labelled as ‘the worst writer in the world.’ You will be viewed with 

respect and a great deal of understanding by other contributors. As the weeks went on, and I 

came to realize what a supportive environment I was in, my fear of handing over my own work 

slowly dissipated. I began to understand that I was not alone. Constructive criticism no longer 

felt like a personal attack. Dealing with any kind of criticism, positive or negative, became a lot 

easier. One benefit is that examining the work of others helped me take a critical view on my 

own work. I was able to take a step back and look at my writing with the critical perspective of 

an editor for the first time. Not only that but hearing from other students influenced my writing 

in ways I would not have considered otherwise. 

In this community, we learn together to be a better writer. Being a part of a writing 

community builds confidence, inspires innovative ideas, and teaches perspective. We are 

working together to learn how writers get ideas, how they capture small moments, how writers 



collaborate, and how they share their work. Collaboration in the community requires a deeper 

level of listening. Listeners must consider what the speaker is saying, connect their emotions, 

and ask questions if they are perplexed. We learn to respond to the speaker in a way that keeps 

the conversation on track. These are challenging skills to identify, teach, and practice in a group 

of learners, but we take the time to define, teach, and practice them every day. Through reading 

and collaboration, we find fresh ideas, give, and receive feedback, and study the work of authors. 

It is also essential to get to know each other as authors. We can unite as a group by knowing our 

peers' interests, writing preferences, and the voices of the creators around us. 


