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INTRO: Child marriage in Tanzania is under scrutiny this year as never before. The East African 
nation’s new constitution will be finalized in June and human rights advocates are fighting to include 
language that will raise the legal marriage age to eighteen, up from fifteen, where it currently stands. 
 
But if they succeed, it will be a long way from policy to implementation. Four in ten girls in Tanzania 
end up as child brides and the practice is deeply ingrained in many of the country’s diverse ethnic 
groups. Many factors, including very practical economic concerns, keep it entrenched as much as 
tradition — so tackling it successfully means a war on many fronts. Emily Johnson has more from the 
hills of northern Tanzania. 
 
AMBI1: CAR RUMBLING     
 
TRACK1: I’m on a bumpy dirt road leading out of Tarime. With me is Kambibi Kamugisha, the local 
coordinator for CDF, the child rights nonprofit Children’s Dignity Forum. As we leave the city behind, 
we begin to notice small processions of people decked out with garland crowns and sashes, blowing 
whistles and dancing. 
 
AMBI2: WHISTLES, VOICES 
 
ACT1 KAMBIBI: Now those are the boys, in those sheets, and in the other places you will see the 
girls. 
 
TRACK2: It’s December, and for the Kurya people who live around here, that means it’s time for both 
boys and girls to be circumcised. These are the celebrations that follow the procedure. The girls who 
have been cut walk slowly, shaded beneath colorful parasols, their faces painted white. 
 
 
 
AMBI3: LOUDER MUSIC, YELLING, MANY VOICES 
 
TRACK3: I see people covered in leafy branches while others dance with machetes. It’s all very joyous 
— infectious, even. But for Kambibi, the festivities are a reminder of what she and her fellow 
advocates are up against. 
 
ACT2: KAMBIBI: They believe their daughters, their sons, they are grown-up now. After the exercise, 
you are an adult, regardless of the age. You might be fourteen but they regard you as someone who can 
take responsibility for a family, somebody who can be married, who can marry. [This is a little hard to 
understand... Let's talk about how to write in or out of this to make it clearer...] 
 
TRACK4: If female genital mutilation, or FGM, is so inextricably linked to early marriage, it follows 
that disrupting one could put a halt to the other. And that’s why we’re headed to Masanga. 
 
AMBI4: CAR DOOR SLAMMING, “WELCOME, KARIBU! - where is this welcome?” 
CHILDREN’S VOICES AMBI6: CHILDREN’S VOICES OUTSIDE, SISTER GERMAINE 
INTERACTING WITH THEM 
 
 



TRACK7: When sister Germaine walks onto the schoolyard, she is swarmed by girls who run up for a 
quick hug or a chat.  
 
Let's keep all the outdoor ambi together and then move indoors instead of switching back and forth. 
Also, I want to be able to picture this a little more. It's confusing to say that classes aren't in session 
when it sounds like there's a lot of kids around... maybe just describe what the place looks like instead. 
And then explain the transition to quiet. “They move inside to one of the classrooms...” 
 
 
AMBI5: OFFICE ROOM TONE 
 
ACT3: SISTER GERMAINE BAYIBIKA: Some girls do not really have permission from the mother 
or the father, and they run away and they come here. And this year because mutilation has been very 
rough, there are many, so many here. 
 
TRACK6: Every December, when Kurya circumcisions begin over the school holidays, Sister 
Germaine Bayibika opens the school to girls who want to escape FGM and early marriage. They stay 
until the end of the month, when it will be safe for them to go home without being cut. During the 
program’s first year, in 2008, about 50 girls sheltered at the school. This year, there are more than 600. 
 
 
 
AMBI7: OFFICE ROOM TONE 
 
Describe Mary a bit. And maybe set up the story so we know they're talking about SOCKS. It's a little 
hard to understand, so I think this will help. 
 
ACT4: MARY: *speaking in Swahili* 
 
ACT5: SISTER GERMAINE: *laughing* She decided to come, she made the plan herself, she made 
the plan of coming here. At school that day she did not put on socks on purpose. When you do not put 
on socks the teachers will send you back home. And the teacher said to her, “You are not in full 
uniform, you do not have the school socks, so you go home.” She took that opportunity to go to the 
rescue camp. 
 
TRACK8: When Mary’s mother realized she’d run away, she was furious. She told the girl over the 
phone that she would have to find new parents. So now Mary plans to work toward becoming a teacher. 
She and her new friends at Masanga call themselves “the modern girls.” 
 
ACT6: EMILY: Do you want to get married ever? MARY: Uh-uh. EMILY: Kwa nini? 
 
TRACK10: “Why not?” I ask. 
 
ACT8: MARY: *speaks Swahili* SISTER GERMAINE: She would like to study. 
 
TRACK10: She'd like to study, she says. MAYBE A LINE OR TWO ABOUT WHAT THEY'RE 
TAUGHT AT MASANGA. I'M ALSO A LITTLE CONFUSED ABOUT HOW LONG SCHOOL IS 
IN SESSION FOR. The safe house in Masanga employs round-the-clock security to prevent parents 
and clan members from snatching the girls back. But after December ends, there isn’t much Sister 



Germaine can do to protect them. There just isn’t the funding to keep them there indefinitely. So she 
does her best to build a bridge back home. 
 
ACT9: SISTER GERMAINE: On the graduation day now we give certificates to the girls, we called all 
the traditional leaders, we called the cutter, the woman who mutilates girls, we called the 
representatives from the church, we called the parents, we called everybody. So so many people came, 
we did it on purpose so the people who will come to that ceremony could hear and get the message that 
these people have chosen not to be mutilated. So the traditional elders welcomed these girls into the 
community as we offered them an alternative rite of passage. 
 
TRACK11: The Masanga team makes a point of educating men, the would-be husbands, as well. 
WHERE AND HOW?  
 
 
 
TRACK12: Where is this next scene? And why are you going there? We need to have this transition 
make a little more sense in the narrative. It's fine to now talk about what they're doing for girls who 
DID get married, but I feel like we need a clearer geographic transition. What about the girls who 
didn’t make it to a safe house? What about the girls who got married very young?  
 
AMBI9: CHICKENS CLUCKING, KIDS PLAYING 
 
TRACK13: In a village just outside Tarime, Kambibi takes me to meet a fifteen-year-old girl I’ll call 
Grace. She’s wearing a pink print dress that she made herself. She’s been training to be a tailor since 
running away from her husband. 
 
ACT11: GRACE: *speaking in Swahili* KAMBIBI: Her grandmother forced her to get married and 
she refused. GRACE: *speaking in Swahili* KAMBIBI: At that time, already the grandmother had 
received the dowry, the cows. 
 
T RACK14: Grace is from the Luo tribe, and she became the second wife to a much older Kurya man 
who beat her badly. She stayed with him for two months before running back to her grandmother, her 
only family. But the grandmother? forced her to return to her husband. She made a break for it again, 
moving from place to place before another young woman, a single mother, finally took her in.  
 
ACT12: GRACE: *speaking in Swahili* KAMBIBI: She says that man has tried a lot to get her back 
and he has tried to search for her wherever she goes. 
 
TRACK15: Grace is happy to be where she is, learning a trade and living with a woman who treats her 
like family, but the thought of her husband turning up hangs over her. He paid five cows for her, after 
all. Dowries, which the husband pays to the family of his wife, are a major driving force behind early 
marriages here, particularly during tough economic times.  
 
Need some other transition here... Girls Not Brides basically says that Child Marriage actually 
perpetuates poverty... http://www.girlsnotbrides.org/themes/poverty/... We're going to talk a lot about that later 
in the show – so I wonder if there's a way to set up that idea here... Does Grace say anything about 
supporting herself later on? Also, CDF is a member org of Girls Not Brides and your feature will be 
followed by an interview with their board chair and founder... I know I cut Cynthia... but let's see how 
we can maybe end on the idea of this multi-tiered approach to ending child marriage. Something that 



ties together the two stories you've introduced here with the forward-looking story of the govt 
referendum. 
 
 Unless you have more from Sophia, I don't think she makes a lot of sense here... Not enough to 
differentiate her from the other girls. Could we put her interview as its own thing on the website? 
 
TRACK17: The legality of child marriage in Tanzania is unclear. One law stipulates a minimum 
age of 15, while another says the tribes of Tanzania may operate according to their own customs. 
A little more about the referendum... who is behind it? What inspired it?  
 
 
 
TRACK18: The referendum is set for April of this year. 
 
For America Abroad, I’m Emily Johnson in Tarime, Tanzania.  
 


