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Journal Entry #1 

Today was the first day of my English class. I really enjoyed it. I understood everything during 

class. I am really glad that Professor Singleton made everything clear, and the syllabus was very 

detailed. Though when you first open the file, it may seem like a lot but when you break each 

section up, you understand it more clearly. I wasn't expecting a syllabus like this, but I actually 

hope that my future professors do this as well since it answers most questions we may have. 

Obviously if we have questions that aren't answered in there, we can feel free to ask Professor 

Singleton. The first few days of college don't really feel too different from high school, but I am 

so glad to be on this new journey. I hope everything goes well these next 4 years. This college 

experience is a little different than how I had imagined. Due to unforeseen circumstances like 

COVID, we aren't fully in person so had that not happened, it may have felt a lot different than 

how it's feeling now. One thing to get used to in college is the fact that most of the classes we 

will take are only one semester unlike high school where we took the same course and had the 

same instructors all year. 

 

Journal Entry #2 

We did not have English class this week so there is not a class lesson that I have to write about, 

but we do have some reading assignments for this week. I have read some of them and also seen 

the course map. I do not really have any questions about anything that was written there. I like 

how it is organized and detailed. I also appreciate how Professor Singleton explained what 

readings we can choose for this week's assignments and what we have to do for each. It makes 

completing the work easier when the professor lists everything out as he did. I am eager for 

Monday's class since we have only had one class so far and did not get to discuss a lot due to 

time. Now that we are diving into our course, I feel like there will obviously be a difference in 

the work and curriculum, but I feel like my past experience with AP Lang in high school will 

help me understand some of the topics better. I believe that experience also helps me write better 

since I learned a lot from my teacher. I am glad I took that course during high school. Lastly, I 

am just excited to read different types of texts. 

 

Journal Entry #3 

With my future major in mind, which is marketing, I will be encountering many different genres. 

This is due to the heavy use of writing communication in that profession. But one genre that I 

think I will personally be using is persuasive writing.  When I have to interact with customers or 

a certain audience, I will have to use persuasion to promote whatever business I am a part of. I 

will have to use certain word choices and a style of writing to convey my point. Persuasive 



writing is one of my favorite genres of writing. I think I like it better than fiction. And it is crazy 

how much we see this genre in our daily lives. Some examples include, on social media we see 

video ads showing people eating at a specific restaurant and it will be telling people to come get 

their specials. They will use words like "Buy one pizza and get the other half price with a liter of 

soda". So, when people see this, they will be attracted to the fact that something is less of a price 

and along with that, you get a free soda. As a marketing major, I will always have to use 

persuasive writing as it's the key to success in that profession. 

 

Journal Entry #4 

This week we went in person, and it was a nice experience. I was glad to see my professor and 

my classmates. We discussed our personal syllabus and how we will use that throughout this 

semester and will utilize the learning outcomes listed in the syllabus. We also talked about 

different genres, specifically memes and their purpose, intended audience, and the specific word 

choices made in that genre. It was also cool how we walked around at the end of class and tried 

looking for genre examples in real life. We saw different pieces of writing on the side of 

buildings. We saw some apartment numbers, license plates, construction warning signs, etc...  

Though it was kind of stressful getting to campus after finding out about it, last minute and also 

having to sit outside, it was a fun day, and I'm glad the weather was nice, so we got to enjoy the 

outdoors. It was a little weird having class while people were feeding their babies in their 

strollers, some were walking their dogs, and some students were even sitting on the benches 

eating. So, it was very different than how my other classes have been in high school. I 

understood everything we talked about during class. The homework "Entry to a Genre" did seem 

confusing at first, specifically about the group part, but later after clarification, it made sense to 

me. 

 

Journal Entry #5 

This week, we discussed different genres that we had done group wikis about. We talked about 

how we are able to identify those genres by their certain aspects. We then got into groups and 

talked about our wikis and also looked at an example of a genre called “Hotels of North 

America" by Rick Moody. As a group, we looked at different elements and clues that were given 

to us in the text. Using those, we tried to figure out the genre of the piece that was given to us. 

Some things we noticed were that they seemed like journal entries because of the dates written 

and the amount of detail that is written in the paragraph.  We also talked about how we can 

correctly critique a peer's work so they can actually use that feedback and revise their writing. 

Instead of just listing everything that was wrong or missing, give feedback about what was found 

in their writing and what were some really good points included. This was beneficial to talk 

about during class because I used this when I gave feedback to my partner about her Entry to a 

Genre Wiki First Draft. This week's class was successful, and it was also nice to be able to get to 

know our classmates during group work. 



 

Journal Entry #6 

After hearing about our second portfolio project, it seems like it will be an interesting activity. I 

say this because we get to research topics in our community that we have noticed or maybe 

haven’t even come across. This one is different than our first portfolio project because in entry to 

a genre, we were focusing on different genres and how we are able to identify them using their 

aspects or characteristics. But in this project, we will be looking at different issues that happen 

around us and we will be researching their effects on the community and people in general. We 

will look for evidence. We will have to analyze the evidence. We will be reflecting on other 

people’s ideas. We may also have to agree and argue during this research project. I think this will 

help us become better writers because research brings in different perspectives and it helps us 

understand our own thoughts as well about the topic. I think reflections also help us understand 

what you need to complete better. Like in this project, we will have to organize our notes and 

work a certain way. So, reflections come in handy. Also, learning about how to navigate through 

Baruch's library website was also beneficial as research is the main point of this project and that 

research will be found through the library's sources. 

 

Journal Entry #7 

I am writing an outward retrace. In class, last week, we started discussing objectivity and what it 

could possibly mean. Professor Singleton mentioned how it would be a repeated term during this 

research project (Layers). Personally, I think it means being fair or non-bias. And I think the 

reason why this term will be used a lot during this project is because we will be doing research 

on topics and will be writing about certain issues and how they affect us or the community 

around us. And if I was to not be objective when writing about the research, I would be biased 

and write only about the negative effects, for example and not the positives, to show that the 

issue is only bad and does not have any good coming out of it. I haven't thought of an issue that I 

am 100% sure I will be researching about, but I think health care might be something that I talk 

about since people I know and those in our country in general don't have health care and this 

affects their daily living. I don't know what I could write about from my own personal 

experience that could connect to research. But overall, this project seems interesting and being 

objective will also help us in the future as it helps us understand other's perspectives on things. 

 

Journal Entry #8 

This week, we added some new rules of engagement and tried them out in class when discussing 

the diary of Teju Cole. We looked at different parts of this diary and this kind of gave me an idea 

of what I wanted to focus on for this research project. I wanted to focus on the effects of health 

care and whether or not the way this healthcare system in the United States should be changed or 

if it is fine the way it is. His diary was detailed and made me wonder how many other diaries or 

journals there may be out there in the world, that have first accounts of people struggling to live 



in the US. This can specifically connect to homeless people in the research as they are the group 

that is given the least amount of positive attention even though they deserve it the most. And 

with research, you have the freedom to look for anything that excites or intrigues you, and for 

me, it is a social issue like this one.  My topic may hit close to home for some people who read 

my paper because they may know of someone who is going through a tough time or has been 

through a tough time relating to health care and health in general. It does not necessarily have to 

be a person who has a bad ending. It can even be someone who has changed things around for 

this issue or has aided others to make a change in our society with this issue. And one last thing. 

During the past 2 years, we have seen a lot of chaos surrounding our health. Covid 19 has taken 

many lives and has left families devastated. Many struggled during this pandemic and this social 

topic had lots to do with it. 

 

Journal Entry #9 

This week, I am writing an inward reflection. At the moment, I am working on the Layers project 

or otherwise known as the research paper. So far, my research is going well. The plan I have 

made so far is that I will state that there are inequalities in our health care system, and then the 

counterargument could be that there is no social injustice in the health care in the US and they 

give everyone everything they need. Then I can refute that and show evidence of how horrible it 

really is and how we spent the most money on healthcare, but it has equal outcomes to other 

countries that don’t spend as much money as the US. Then I can talk about if it is possible to fix 

it. One source of information I will be including in my research paper is background as I can 

discuss how healthcare has affected those who I know or have encountered. I think there is more 

to it than it being accessible to everyone. I believe race plays a part as well as social class. Like 

those who are part of a lower class or like those who are homeless, are less likely to be given 

medical assistance. And this is statistically proven as well. I will be giving these details in my 

paper. 

 

Journal Entry #10 

This week, I am writing a forward reflection. So far, I feel good about my topic and this project. 

It was a little hard in the beginning because I wasn't completely sure what I wanted to write 

about and focus on. But then I thought about issues that affect my community now and our 

society in general. My original thesis was that people belonging to a certain race and social class 

are given priority when in need of health care like those of the upper class are given more 

priority than the lower class. The counterargument about this inequity that I plan on using in my 

research inquiry is, there are programs for the lower class or low-income families, so they are 

given assistance. I can refute this counterargument by saying that this solution is not like divide 

and conquer. What I mean by that is that those programs are for "everything" except what you 

really need like for example not seeing a doctor. They help you get shelter or basic food but not 

doctor appointments to check up on your health. The government thinks these programs are a 

great help, but they don't solve the deep rotted problem which inequality in the classes and races. 



So, with these counterarguments, I can make my thesis even stronger by giving a lot of strong 

evidence found in my sources which I added in my annotated bibliography. 

 

Journal Entry #11 

This week, I will be completing the second half of the researcher's log. Now that I am actually in 

the middle of writing my research paper, I have seen changes being made. In the beginning of 

this portfolio project, I wasn't quite sure what I was going towards but then when I finally did, 

there were some changes that had to be made in order for my thesis to be specific and not so 

broad. Not only is my topic focused on health care, but it is also specifically focused on the 

systematic racism that has affected how people are treated in regard to their health, whether that 

is their physical health or mental health. By discussing in this week's class what my classmates 

were writing about and getting feedback from Professor Singleton about our theses, it really 

helped shape my rough draft for the research paper. The reflection on our writing process in class 

aided us in pinpointing how we went to get our points across to each of our intended audiences. 

Specifically, for me, I changed the way I was refuting to the counterargument, and I also got to 

gather all my sources with the help of that annotated bibliography. Though we weren't actually 

given any outlines to complete, this annotated bibliography was our outline in finding our 

evidence in the sources. Lastly, we wrote sentences in class this week which are a vital part of 

getting my point across to the audience. Because without analyzing evidence and breaking down 

of sources, the reader will be left hanging and in a research paper, we have to give them the 

information. I feel good about my paper so far. 

 

Journal Entry #12 

This week, we were online, and we went into breakout rooms to exchange our work with our 

peers. We jotted down notes on each other's papers and looked to see if there were any grammar 

errors or just edits that needed to be changed. Then we discussed with each other why we left the 

feedback we did. Then we went back to the main room and told Professor Singleton what we saw 

was mainly an error in the research inquiries our partners wrote. We went back into the rooms to 

then look at the work with a different set of eyes and with a certain objective, which was the 

sources. I noticed that my partner's sources were all pretty similar and I wasn't really expecting 

them to be the way they were. They all seemed like social media sources like quotes from 

Instagram or those platforms. Some were from journals, and some were from magazines. This 

was a good class because it helped us review our work and we got to see how our peers write 

similarly to us or differently than us. This was a great exercise and it ended up being beneficial 

to both myself and my peers. We should do this for another project as well. 

 

Journal Entry #13 

Today, I am writing a Retrace outward. I can make my writing bad by not including a well 

thought out thesis, sufficient evidence that actually pertains to my writing. I can make it even 



worse by not elaborating on my thoughts and by making my sentences short and vague and not 

to the point. I can find horrible sources that don’t represent what I am talking about, and I cannot 

cite my work at the end of my paper. I can use “I” in every sentence and make myself so bias 

that the reader will get bored. I can refute the counter argument weakly by lack of evidence and 

explanation. I cannot be objective and can inset myself into the paper a lot by saying what my 

opinion is instead of what research Is stating. This portfolio project really helped me realize that 

there is so much information or topics that we are unaware of. Though nowadays we learn things 

on social media, there are some topics that aren't shown to society, or most are not informed 

about. Now this may be the government’s fault as they tend to stuff important issues under the 

rug, but it could also be our society's fault for not giving it the attention it needs. Now 

specifically for my topic, everyone knows there's racism and inequity in the health care system, 

but no one is aware of the fact that this can be solved if everyone had a good intention and 

actually wanted to fix things. That’s why I reiterated many times in my research inquiry that our 

nation and society cannot move on unless we actually prepare to make a change. 

 

Journal Entry #14 

Today, I am writing a Retrace Forward. New technology can mean a lot for my writing project. 

For this project, everything is digital. As we already did the layers project and did the research, 

we are now just using that research to do something new with technology. I have so far planned 

to make a story map. In my layers project, I gave examples of how there are racial inequities in 

our healthcare system but now I plan on making a story map to map out which states have those 

inequalities and how that’s affecting the care people in each state are receiving.  I came across 

different sets of data from surveys that showed how people felt about the care they were 

receiving and how they weren't given priority based on their ethnicity and race and now I'm 

putting that in an interactive map specifically for people who aren't aware of this inequality so 

they can actually see the data from each state. I also came across video evidence of people saying 

how bad access to care is in America so I can add that as well. So, everything is working out so 

far. I hope this project turns out nice and is helpful for people to look through. 

 

Journal Entry #15 

This week, I worked on my mapology project. In the beginning, it was a little confusing as I 

wasn’t sure what way I wanted to display my research but then it clicked. I should make a map 

that’s interactive so people can get details about each of the states and the health care provided 

there and how it’s given to certain groups. It was a little difficult to find some quotes as some 

states I had not researched about but so far, the project is going well. I am basically finished. I 

just have to put my finishing touches and then I will send the link to Professor Singleton. This 

project was a little bit easier than the others as we had already done the research and knew our 

topic. It was my first-time using ArcGIS and it went ok. There were a few times I had to redo the 

map as the text wasn’t saving but it all worked out. I then took that map and put it on the story 



map on ArcGIS and continued my writing on there. I have to publish it now and submit the link 

to blackboard, so it is visible to everyone. 

 

Journal Entry #16 

As we wrap up this semester, I just want to write one final reflection to thank Professor Singleton 

for everything. The different readings and projects were truly interesting to complete. I believe 

over this course of months, I became a better writer and also got to see the creative side in me 

when we did the Mapology project as I took something I spent time researching and put it into a 

digital approach for someone else, so they can also explore and research about that topic. We did 

countless readings which somehow related back to our lives or our class. We got to share out 

with people and talk about different things in class. We discussed our work and got the feedback 

we needed to become better writers. Overall, this course taught me a lot and it was fun to take 

this class. In the beginning, it seemed like a lot to have 3+ projects to do, as it was also the first 

semester for most of us. But over time, it all made sense and started to seem easy. I would 100% 

recommend this class and our professor. It was worth taking this semester and I hope my future 

English courses are just as nice as this one. 

 


