
 
 

Major Assignment 1: Available Topics 
 

This list is by no means comprehensive. There are thousands and thousands of rhetorical objects 
related to the AIDS crisis in New York City and around the world. I say this to reiterate that you 
may also write about an artifact that is not on this list. Just get it approved by me. 
 
VISUAL ART: 
 

Ø CURRENT EXHIBITION AT THE WHITNEY MUSEUM. “David Wojnarowicz: 
History Keeps Me Awake At Night” (There are many pieces in this exhibit that deal with 
HIV/AIDS from the perspective of an artist who eventually died young of the disease. 
You may choose to write about the exhibit as a whole or about one or a few of the 
pieces).  

https://whitney.org/Exhibitions/DavidWojnarowicz  
 

Ø OTHER ARTWORK. You may choose one work of art or a collection of work to write 
about. Visual AIDS is a fantastic database of artists whose work deals with the epidemic. 
Here I’ve linked you to the list of the “Most Popular” artists searched on the site, but you 
should feel free to browse others: http://visualaids.org/artists/view_count_one 

 
Ø GRAPHIC DESIGN. (For instance, any of the protest posters that you’ve seen in the 

documentaries, on our course blog, or elsewhere) 
 
ORAL HISTORY: 
 

Ø ACT UP ORAL HISTORY PROJECT. This archive of interviews with members of ACT 
UP from all over the world was created by Jim Hubbard (in collaboration with others) 
who directed the film United In Anger: A History of ACT UP. There are over 180 
inteviews. Each interview is displayed with a 5 minute video clip excerpted from the 
longer interview, which can be downloaded as a script in PDF format. I would 
recommend choosing one interview to analyze, since some of them are long. You could 
use the 5-minute video previews to figure out which interview most appeals to you. 

http://www.actuporalhistory.org/interviews/  
 
 
ARCHITECTURE: 
 

Ø NYC AIDS MEMORIAL. You may choose to write about this on its own. Since we 
compared this to the 9/11 Memorial in class, another option for a paper would be to 



compare the rhetorical effects of the two memorials, perhaps using the quote from Sarah 
Schulman (pasted below) 

https://nycaidsmemorial.org/  
 

“The deaths of these 81,542 New Yorkers, who were despised and abandoned, who did not have 
rights or representation, who died because of the neglect of their government and families, has been ignored. 
This gaping hole of silence has been filled by the deaths of 2,752 people murdered by outside forces. The 
disallowed grief of 20 years of AIDS deaths was replaced by ritualized and institutionalized mourning of the 
acceptable dead. In this way, 9/11 is the gentrification of AIDS. The replacement of deaths that don't matter 
with deaths that do. It is the centerpiece of supremacy ideology, the idea that one person's life is more 
important than another's. That one person deserves rights that another does not deserve. That one person 
deserves representation that the other cannot be allowed to access. That one person's death is negligible if he 
or she was poor, a person of color, a homosexual living in a state of oppositional sexual disobedience, while 
another death matters because that person was a trader, cop, or office worker presumed to be performing the 
job of Capital.” 

 –Sarah Schulman, Gentrification of the Mind 
 
LITERATURE: 
 

Ø FAMOUS QUOTE. “I want a person with AIDS for president”  
https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/857278-i-want-a-dyke-for-president-i-want-a-person 
Some options: This quote reminds me of the iconography criticizing Mayor Koch and 
President Reagan. A paper could analyze the quote on its own or analyze its relation to 
political figureheads during the epidemic. 

 
Ø POEMS (there are six here to choose from): 

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/stanza/poems-world-aids-day  
 
 
TEXTILES: 
 

Ø AIDS MEMORIAL QUILT (the largest collectively-created art project ever recorded in 
history) https://www.aidsquilt.org/about/the-aids-memorial-quilt  

 
FILM: 
 

Ø The Salt Mines 
https://www.kanopy.com/product/salt-mines-latina-transwomen-new-york 

 
Ø Paris Is Burning 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paris_Is_Burning_(film) 
 

Ø 120 Beats Per Minute 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BPM_(Beats_per_Minute) 

 
Ø Strike A Pose 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Strike_a_Pose  



 
Ø The Normal Heart  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Normal_Heart_(film) 
 

Ø Kids 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kids_(film) 

 
Ø How to Survive A Plague (on reserve at the library) 

 
Ø United in Anger: A History of ACT UP 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MrAzU79PBVM  


