
 
 

Major Project 1: Analysis 
 
Analyzing texts is a key skill for being a good reader and writer and forms one of the 
core goals of this course. It involves a number of processes that we do all the time 
intuitively but which you may never have thought of or which you may not be able 
to name. Such naming (and learning new ways to name) may be the most valuable 
part of education, and certainly vital to being able to maneuver within various 
discourse communities.  
 
Project 1: Rhetorical Analysis  of  a Cultural Artifact  

• 1,800-2,100 words / ~ 6-7 double-spaced pages  
• 20% of course grade 

 
Analyzing Artifacts from New York City’s HIV/AIDS Archive 

 
So far we have explored the rhetorics of objects from many genres: two 
documentaries, the architecture of public memorials, and works of graphic design. 
This assignment asks you to choose an “artifact” of any genre that deals with the 
HIV/AIDS crisis. Your task is to describe and interpret how this artifact works as a 
rhetorical device. Larger questions that your analysis should pursue include: How is 
your object describing or defining the AIDS crisis? What is it trying to persuade its 
audience(s) to do, think, or believe? How does it do so—with what effects and 
appeals? And in the end, I’d like you to evaluate it: was this artifact effective according 
to its intentions? In some cases, your rhetorical object may require you to do minor 
research on its historical contexts, in which case you should properly cite your sources. 
Note that this paper is 6-7 pages. Hence, you should choose a rhetorical object that you feel 
confident you can describe and interpret for that length of writing. You may even choose to 
compare two objects (like How to Survive a Plague and United in Anger: A History of Act 
Up). I will provide a list of options—including some that would involve a visit to 
locations in NYC—that you may choose from. If you select an object not listed, get it 
approved by me before you begin writing. 
 
Your paper should be well-written and well-organized with an introduction, body 
paragraphs, and a conclusion. We will discuss writing expectations and the grading 
rubric next week. 

 



Project Timeline 
 
Due 9:55am Thurs,  Sept 27:  
 

Submit your Project Proposal and Zero Draft (notes toward a paper) 
 
This should include: (1) the rhetorical object that you’ve selected, (2) a 200-word 
description of the artifact much like the descriptions you’ve been practicing in class 
with me, and (3) notes on potential interpretations of the object’s rhetorics of crisis. 

 
In class ,  Thurs,  Sept 27:  
 

Today you will discuss your proposals with your writing groups. You will also have 
in-class studio time for writing. During this studio time, I will meet one-on-one in 
conference format with half of you (the second half of you will meet with me on 
Thursday) 

 
In class ,  Tues,  Oct 2 
 

Today you will have half of the class for studio time for writing. Those who did not 
conference with me the previous day will meet with me about their projects. 

 
Due 9:55am Thurs,  Oct 4:  
 

Completed first draft of your essay 
 
In class ,  Thurs Oct 4 
 

Peer review workshops of your first drafts 
 
Due by midnight on Sunday, Oct 7:  
 

Final drafts of Major Project One 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


