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It was the moment fans had been waiting for. “Raincoats and Recipes,” the 
final episode of season four of the WB’s hit TV drama Gilmore Girls, promised 
in its trailer to resolve several of the major storylines in the series, including 
the grand opening of Lorelei’s self-owned Dragonfly Inn, the admission of her 
attraction to best friend Luke Danes, and the romantic reunion of her 
daughter Rory with ex-boyfriend Dean Forester. 

Along with thousands of other fans, I was anxious to discover how 
the mother-daughter duo would handle these events. I was in high school at 
the time and admired young, single mother Lorelei Gilmore and her 
intellectually intimidating adolescent daughter, Rory. For me, these women 
represented a new breed of leading ladies who struggled against, and generally 
triumphed over, a male-dominated world. Their female empowerment is 
particularly apparent in the script, which is noted for its fast-paced humor and 
almost inconceivable comebacks. 

Now, watching a rerun of this highly anticipated season finale, my 
naivete has faded. By the end of the show, the twosome had slipped 
wordlessly into the arms of their respective love interests, abandoning their 
characteristic banter and with it their long-running “girl power!” gimmicks.  By 
first examining the importance of dialogue to the series and to Lorelei’s and 
Rory’s female empowerment, and then by comparing the Gilmore girls’ 
normal speech habits to their subsequent inarticulate attempts with the men 
they love, I conclude that the duo fails to manifest the gender equality that 
they seem to support. 
My initial approbation of the mother-daughter duo no doubt had much to do 
with their clever and articulate dialogue. BuddyTV senior writer Oscar Dahl 
accurately summarizes the importance of conversation to the drama. “Gilmore 
Girls is dialogue,” he writes; “this signature verbosity is the basis of the show.” 
Indeed, with a script which totals fifteen to twenty 
pages more than that of any other series, Gilmore Girls focuses more on 
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 communication than on action.  
Gilmore Girls uses this foundation of the communication habits of two 

attractive women to shatter traditional stereotypes about the typical speech 
styles of females. In Gendered Lives, Julia T. Wood explains that female speech is 
often characterized by equalizing phrases, expressions of support, and personal 
relativity (126-127). In contrast, Lorelei and Rory more often display 
characteristics associated with male communication, which include, according 
to Wood, the establishment of control and power in the conversation, focus 
on accomplishing a specific goal, and direct assertions (128-29).   

For example, in the season four finale, Lorelei flaunts her 
conversational prowess before Tom, a contractor who has failed to furnish 
doors for the guests’ rooms in time for the inn’s opening:  

TOM: Relax, I’m trying to track them down. 
LORELEI: Tom, guests are showing up here any second.  They have no 
doors. People will have to get very friendly very quickly. (“Raincoats and 
Recipes”) 

 Here, Lorelei does not simply establish her authority to a male 
employee, she does so with humor and finesse. By engaging in assertive, 
effective, and typically masculine speech, Lorelei defines herself as a woman 
with influence and also the confidence to utilize it.  

This empowerment vanishes, however, when the Gilmore girls get 
involved romantically; the presence of a potential lover transforms their 
conversational style from girl power to girl interrupted…. 
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