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The concept of systems is really quite simple. The basic idea is 
that a system has parts that fit together to make a whole; but 
where it gets complicated—and interesting—is how these parts 
are connected or related to each other. 
 
— Frick, T. (1991). Restructuring education through technology. Bloomington, IN: Phi Delta 
Kappa Educational Foundation, 17. 
 
 

 
A system has parts that fit together to 
make a whole, but the important aspect of 
systems is how those parts are connected 
or related to each other (Frick, 1991). 
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The form of military compensation also limits the ability of 
military families to adapt to financial crises, potentially forcing 
them to turn to creditors. Much of military compensation comes 
in the form of non-fungible in-kind goods and services, rather 
than a traditional paycheck. Military health care, future tuition 
assistance, military housing, military food, access to commissaries, 
and access to military recreational facilities and entertainment are 
all important components of the compensation package for 
military personnel. Military recruiters understandably use these 
side benefits as a way of explaining and justifying relatively low 
military pay. Nevertheless, the non-fungible nature of non-cash 
compensation prevents military personnel from converting a 
significant portion of their resources to overcome income shocks 
and unexpected expenses. 
 
— Graves, S.M., & Peterson, C.L. (2005). Predatory lending and the military: The law and 
geography of “payday” loans in military towns. Ohio State Law Journal 66, 27. 

 
 
Besides the problem of low wages, 
however, military members are also faced 
with the reality that much of their 
compensation is not paid in cash. While 
civilians can allot their cash earnings to 
pay for, say, car repairs, a military 
household cannot convert their illiquid 
medical, housing, food, or tuition 
assistance benefits into cash to cover 
unexpected expenses. As a result, many 
military personnel find that the amount 
and the type of compensation they receive 
are not conducive to smoothing 
temporary spikes in expenditures. 
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So in Romeo and Juliet, understandably in view of its early date, we 
cannot find that tragedy has fully emerged from the moral drama 
and the romantic comedy that dominated in the public theaters of 
Shakespeare’s earliest time. Here he attempted an amalgam of 
romantic comedy and the tragic idea, along with the assertion of a 
moral lesson, which is given the final emphasis—although the 
force of that lesson is switched from the lovers to their parents. 
 
— Leech, Clifford. “The Moral Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet.” Critical Essays on Romeo and 
Juliet, Edited by Joseph A. Porter, G.K. Hall, 1997, p. 20.  
 
 

 
In his essay, “The Moral Tragedy of Romeo 
and Juliet,” Clifford Leech suggests that 
rather than being a straight tragedy, Romeo 
and Juliet is a mixture of romantic comedy 
and the tragic idea, and that it asserts a 
moral lesson, which is given the final 
emphasis. The impact of the moral lesson 
is switched from the lovers to the parents 
(20). 
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From time to time this submerged or latent theater 
in Hamlet becomes almost overt. It is close to the surface in 
Hamlet’s pretense of madness, the “antic disposition” he puts on 
to protect himself and prevent his antagonists from plucking out 
the heart of his mystery. It is even closer to the surface when 
Hamlet enters his mother’s room and holds up, side by side, the 
pictures of the two kings, Old Hamlet and Claudius, and proceeds 
to describe for her the true nature of the choice she has made, 
presenting truth by means of a show. 
 
— Kernan, Alvin The Playwright as Magician. Yale UP, 1979, pp. 102–103. 
 
 

 
 
Almost all of Shakespeare’s Hamlet can be 
understood as a play about acting and the 
theater. For example, in Act 1, Hamlet 
pretends to be insane in order to make 
sure his enemies do not discover his 
mission to revenge his father’s murder. 
The theme is even more obvious when 
Hamlet compares the pictures of his 
mother’s two husbands to show her what 
a bad choice she has made, using their 
images to reveal the truth. 

 


