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ENG 2150: Writing II 
Writing New York: Harlem in the Early Twentieth Century 

Online, synchronous 
 

 
Texts and resources 
• Morrison, Toni. Jazz. Required; multiple copies available at Newman Library; copies also 

available at NYPL (including E-book); Brooklyn Public Library; and Queens Public 
Library. 

• Paper to take notes during lectures/workshops and while reading. 
• A Great Day in Harlem (Jean Bach, 1994). On course reserve at the Newman Library. If 

Newman access is unavailable, note that this film is also available on YouTube. 
• The Bowery Boys: New York City History podcast. Episode 330 “The Silent Parade of 1917: 

Black Unity in a Time of Crisis” (for historical context of Jazz chapter 3 and for Research 
Essay consideration). 

• All other required readings and links to required viewing will be provided on BB. 
• For MLA style, grammar/punctuation, and editing advice, please bookmark 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu 
• The Writing Center at Baruch: https://writingcenter.baruch.cuny.edu/ 
 

Class communication: All class information will be posted to Blackboard (BB: 
Announcements) and simultaneously sent to your Baruch email. You can reach me at the email 
address above. I check email Monday-Thursday between 9am-5pm and will reply within 24 
hours. Please put WRITING II in the subject line. 
 
Description: This is, above all else, a course about writing. It is the second of a two-course 
sequence in the Pathways Required Core and structured around two foundations in developing 
one’s writing skills: 1) reading great writing and 2) writing, writing, writing. Our reading and 
your writing will focus on the neighborhood of Harlem in the first half of the 20th century, when 
most of Jazz is set and when jazz music dominated the neighborhood’s clubs. The semester is 
divided into distinct sections: the first focuses on analyzing and writing about literature and other 
distinct cultural and historical artifacts and the second is research-based, and we will be focusing 
on two events that connect to Jazz: 1) the Art Kane photograph of jazz musicians featured in the 

 

Instructor: Elizabeth Mannion; 
elizabeth.mannion@baruch.cuny.edu 

 
Class time: Tuesday and 
Thursday, 7:50-9:30am via Zoom. 
 
Office hours: Tues and Thurs, 
12:30-1:30pm. I will be in our 
Zoom room for the duration of the 
hour. Drop in as you wish. 
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documentary film A Great Day in Harlem; and 2) the NAACP Silent Protest March (which 
appears in Chapter 3). 
 
Learning Goals: 
• Rhetorical knowledge: Analyze and identify key ideas in various discursive genres (e.g. 

essays, news articles, speeches, documentaries, poetry), with careful attention to the role of 
rhetorical conventions such as style, tropes, genre, audience and purpose, and demonstrate an 
ability to apply such rhetorical knowledge in your own writing, both in academic writing and 
writing designed for a broader, public audience. 

• Inquiry and research: Identify credible sources for your research questions; engage with 
multiple perspectives by summarizing, interpreting, critiquing, and synthesizing the 
arguments of others; and avoid plagiarism by ethically acknowledging the work of others 
when used in your own writing using a citation style appropriate to your audience and 
purpose. 

• Well-developed thesis: Develop your ideas into a focused, compelling position, developed 
in unified and coherent paragraphs, and supported by, as applicable, evidence from your 
research, and the texts you analyze. 

• Composing process. Experience writing as a creative way of thinking and generating 
knowledge and as a process involving multiple drafts, review of your work by members of 
your discourse community (e.g. instructor and peers), revision, and editing, reinforced by 
reflecting on your writing process in metacognitive ways. 

• Style, editing: Produce effectively organized writing that demonstrates sophistication in 
word choice, syntax, and sentence structure and that follows conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage. 

 
Academic integrity. The Department of English fully supports Baruch College’s policy on 
Academic Honesty, which states, in part: “Academic dishonesty is unacceptable and will not be 
tolerated. Cheating, forgery, plagiarism and collusion in dishonest acts undermine the college’s 
educational mission and the students’ personal and intellectual growth. Baruch students are 
expected to bear individual responsibility for their work and to uphold the ideal of academic 
integrity. Any students who attempts to compromise or devalue the academic process will be 
sanctioned.” Additional information for students can be found at 
www.baruch.cuny.edu/academic/academic_honesty.html. 
 

GUIDELINES, ETC. 
 
Teams. All students will be part of a team. The major project for each team is the Group Mini-
documentary that is due in Week 11. Although that is the primary objective, you are encouraged 
to call on each other throughout the semester for a support system. 
 
Participation. Your physical and mental presence in our Zoom meetings is invaluable to the work 
we will do. I expect that you will participate fully in discussing the assigned readings and 
assignments. Arrive with at least one question or comment on each assigned reading and ready to 
share it either verbally or in the Chat.  
 
Assessment. Each student is expected to complete all of the assignments (deliverables). All of 
them connect to either the Literary Analysis essay or the Research essay, sometimes both. I’ve 
indicated connections in the chart below. Your major semester deliverables are: 
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Deliverable % of total grade Connection & Due Date 
Weekly writings. Some you will be 
handing in (handwritten, take a picture 
with your phone, and submit to DB), but 
most will take the form of Discussion 
Board (DB) posts. Follow provided 
guidelines for content, word count, and 
deadline requirements. 

10% Both 
Due dates: see syllabus 

Two peer review sessions (one for each 
major essay). You will be using Track 
Changes and be provided with peer review 
checklists to guide your feedback to 
members of your team. 

5% Both 
PR1: Week 5 
PR2: Week 15 

Literary Analysis essay. For this essay 
(1,800-2,000 words), you will write a 
critical analysis of Jazz. Rubric is in 
Course Docs. This essay must be revised. 
The final grade will be the average of the 
two marks. 

20% Literary analysis 
Due: Week 6 
Rev. due: Week 8 

Two annotated bibliographies. You will 
submit these to SafeAssign: AB1 of a 
source you are using in the Literary 
Analysis (Jazz) essay; AB2 of a source you 
are using in your Research essay. Rubric, 
guidelines and samples are in Course Docs. 

10% Both. 
AB1 due: Week 4 
AB2 due: Week 13 

Team mini-documentary: either on one 
musician from the A Great Day in Harlem 
photograph -OR- an organizer or participant 
in The NAACP Silent Parade of 1917. Rubric 
in Course Docs. 

15% Your Team project 
cannot be the same topic 
as your Research Essay, 
but this work may well 
inform it. 
Due: Week 11 

Research presentation. You are to make a 5-
minute presentation that focuses on one 
specific obstacle that you encountered or are 
encountering on your Research Essay. Rubric 
and guidelines on BB. 

10% Research 
Due: Weeks 12 and 13 

Research Essay. This essay (2,000-2,200 
words) essay will focus on one aspect of The 
Great Day in Harlem photograph -OR- the 
NAACP Silent March of 1917. Guidelines and 
rubric in Course Docs. 

30% Research 
Proposal due: Week 9 
Essay due: Week 16 

 
Grading. I use a 100% grading scale to assess individual assignments and your final course grade. 
The grading scale for the course is: A (93-100), A- (90-92); B+ (87-89), B (83-86), B- (80-82); C+ 
(77-79), C (73-76), C- (70-72); D+ (67-69), D (60-66), F (59 and below). Please feel free to email 
me (or drop in to our Zoom room during Open Office Hours), if you have a question about 
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comments/grades you receive on formal assignments. I will always consider revising a grade, if 
you feel I overlooked something. Please also give me permission to share your paper and 
comments with a colleague, if I feel a second pair of eyes will be useful in resolving the grade. All 
revised grades are final. 
 
Feedback. Writers at all levels of experience get feedback on their writing. Asking for and 
receiving feedback makes your writing much stronger. Our course is designed to facilitate 
feedback and support on three levels: 
 
• From me. You are welcome and encouraged to attend Open Office Hours (TR 12:30-

1:30pm) as often as you like to discuss your work. We will also hold two mini-conferences 
during the semester to meet one-on-one to discuss your progress. I will provide extensive 
written comments on your first essay to guide you in your revision of that assignment. All 
studio time sessions are in-class writing and project workshops, during which I will be in the 
Zoom with you to read drafts and projects-in-progress. 

• From your peers. In-class peer review is essential to developing your writing skills. The 
simple fact is that we cannot proof our own writing (trust me on this). Reviewing the work of 
your peers is part of the nature of collaboration that this course embraces. It affords the 
chance for you to support your peers while offering a chance to see your own writing from a 
new perspective. We have two formal Peer Review sessions in our schedule (see syllabus). 

• From the Writing Center. The Writing Center consultants work collaboratively with you to 
deepen your writing and English language skills. At any step in the process, they’ll help you 
become a more confident and versatile writer. To schedule an appointment: 
https://writingcenter.baruch.cuny.edu/. 

 
What if I need to drop the course? If you’re having difficulty in the class for any reason, I 
encourage you to talk to me or see an academic counselor. If you feel you must drop or withdraw 
from this course (and I hope you don’t find yourself in that situation), you must do so by the 
dates on the academic calendar.  
 
How much time will the class require? The college standard is that students spend about two 
hours working outside of class for every hour spent in class. For this course, that equals 
approximately 6-8 hours of time outside of class (reading course texts; writing DB posts; and 
researching, drafting, and revising major assignments) each week. 
 
I have a disability. Are accommodations possible? Baruch has a continuing commitment to 
providing reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities. Like so many things this fall, 
the need for accommodations and the process for arranging them have been altered by COVID-19 
and the safety protocols currently in place. Students with disabilities who may need some 
accommodation in order to fully participate in this class should contact Student Disability Services 
as soon as possible at disability.services@baruch.cuny.edu. 
 

SCHEDULE 
I tend to follow the syllabus quite closely. However, opportunities and/or disruptions may require schedule 

adjustments. I will announce changes through BB Announcement and via email. 
T=Tuesday; R=Thursday 

 
Week 1 
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R Introductions and syllabus/BB site review; mini-lecture on Toni Morrison, early 20th-
century Harlem, A Great Day in Harlem, and the NAACP Silent Protest March; 
discussion of academic writing and formal essay structure; course expectations (mine 
and yours). Homework (DB): in approximately 300 words, tell me about your 
experiences as an academic writer, include two strengths and two areas where you are 
most interested in receiving extra help. Due by midnight tomorrow. Homework 
(Notes): take some time to check out the Newman Library website, note any questions 
you have for me to answer in class on Tuesday. Pay particular attention to navigating 
databases and catalog. 

 
Week 2 
T Mini-workshop on using the Newman Library and evaluating sources (8:15am-

8:45am). Discussion of campus resources, including the Writing Center (a Center staff 
member will join us from 9:15-9:30am); lecture on annotating (methods and purpose) 
and annotated bibliographies (format, content, purpose, and value). Semester teams 
assigned. Homework (Notes): 1) review the BB link on annotated bibliographies, list 
any questions to share in class on Thursday; 2) read and annotate Orwell’s “Politics and 
the English Language”; read and annotate the poems in our Poetry Packet; Homework 
(DB): in 150-200 words, describe your annotation method, attach an image from one 
page of the assigned readings (either a page from Orwell or one of our poems) to show 
an example of your system. Due by midnight tomorrow. 

R Lecture on language and discussion of academic discourse; lecture on Morrison and an 
introduction to Jazz. Have Jazz with you, we’ll be reading and discussing the Foreword 
and Chapter 1 together in class. Homework (DB): in 200 words, give me your 
unfiltered, first impressions of Jazz. Due by midnight tonight. 

 
Week 3 
T Arrive having read and annotated Jazz through Chapter 4. DB: All students must 

submit a key passage entry (see DB for directions). Due by start of class today. 
R Arrive having read the rest of Jazz. DB: All students must submit a key passage entry 

(See DB for directions). Due by start of class today. 
 
 
Week 4 
T Conclude discussion of Jazz; discussion of how to pick a topic (v. thesis); review of 

Newman databases; in-class free-write to begin brainstorming your Literary Analysis 
essay and begin looking for secondary sources. Homework (DB): Jazz essay topic 
consideration. Due by midnight tonight. 

R Arrive with your proposed thesis statement for Jazz essay (these must be approved 
today). Studio time to outline your Jazz essay and further review secondary sources. 
Homework (SafeAssign): write a one-page, single-spaced annotated bibliography 
(AB1) of one of your secondary sources for the Literary Analysis (Jazz) essay. Due by 
midnight tomorrow. 

 
Week 5 
T Studio time to complete full draft of your Jazz essay. This class will be full time 

writing, and I will be in our Zoom with you to read sections of your WIP/answer 
questions. 
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R Peer review I. You must arrive with at least 1,000 words of your Jazz essay (properly 
formatted). You will be responsible for peer reviewing (using Track Changes) two 
teammate papers: due to DB by 9:30am. I will proof all WC pages while you peer 
review. Homework (DB): in 200-250 words, post what you found most useful in 
today’s peer review session. Where did peer feedback strengthen your essay? Any 
suggestions for how to improve Peer Review? Due by midnight tonight. 

 
Week 6 
T No class today/Baruch following a Monday schedule 
R Jazz Essay due to Safe Assign by start of class. Overview/discussion of Research 

paper, your indy presentation, and the group mini-doc. You should leave class today 
clear on the remaining assignments. Lecture on A Great Day in Harlem and the 
NAACP Silent March. We will screen the first 30 minutes of the film and listen to the 
first 30 minutes of the podcast together, so we can begin discussing each. Your 
homework is to complete screening and listening to both on your own AND to confer 
with teammates to agree which event you want to focus on for your mini-doc. 

 

Week 7 
T Discussion/Q&A on the Bowery Boys podcast and A Great Day in Harlem. Teams to 

announce which event is their topic. Studio time for groups to work on mini-docs to 
select mini-doc subject. 

R Graded Jazz essays returned. Conferences and studio time to start on revisions. 
Homework: read Jonathan Gill’s “‘The Kingdom of Culture’: Harlem’s Renaissance 
Comes of Age.” DB on this reading due by midnight tomorrow. 

 
Week 8 
T Studio time to finalize Jazz essay revisions. I’ll be with you in Zoom to read 

sections/answer questions/help with proofreading; 15 minutes to discuss/review Group 
Status Report I. 

R Lecture II on A Great Day in Harlem, the NAACP Silent March, and early 20th-century 
Harlem. Revised Jazz due to SafeAssign by start of class. Homework (DB): Group 
Status Report I due by midnight tomorrow. 

 
Week 9 
T Lecture and discussion on topics and research methodologies. Arrive with two topics 

you are considering for your Research Essay. Be prepared to discuss why you are 
interested in these topics and the research question you hope to answer with each. 
Studio time to work on Research Proposal. Homework: submit Research Proposal to 
SafeAssign by midnight tomorrow. 

R Conferences and mini-doc group studio time. Homework (DB): Group Status Report 
II due by midnight tonight. 

 
Week 10 
T Studio time to work on Research Essay thesis and outline. I will approve and/or 

provide feedback on these during our Zoom. 
R Studio time to work on group mini-docs. Homework (DB): approved thesis and the 

full outline of two support paragraphs due by midnight tonight. 
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Week 11 
T Teams 1, 2, and 3 group mini-doc presentations (with portfolio). 
R Teams 4, 5, and 6 group mini-doc presentations (with portfolio). 
 
Week 12 
T Studio time to work on Research Essay and/or Presentation (your choice). Research 

Presentation decks due to SafeAssign by midnight tonight. 
R Research presentations (students on Teams 1, 2, or 3) on one element of your 

research. 
 
Week 13 
T Research presentations (students on Teams 4, 5, or 6) 
R Studio time to work on AB2. Homework: write a one-page, single-spaced annotated 

bibliography (AB2) of one of your secondary sources for the Research Essay. Due to 
SafeAssign by midnight tomorrow. 

 
Week 14 
T Studio time to work on Research essay. 
R No class today/Baruch holiday 
 
Week 15 
T Peer Review II. You must arrive with at least 1,200 words of your Research Essay. 

You will be responsible for peer reviewing (using Track Changes) two teammate 
papers: due to SafeAssign by 9:30am. I will proof WC pages while you peer review.  

R Studio time to work on Research Essay; mini-conferences (Teams 1-3) to review 
attendance records and grades-to-date. 

 
Week 16 
T Studio time to work on Research Essay; mini-conferences (Teams 4-6) to review 

attendance records and grades-to-date. Your Research Essay is due to SafeAssign by 
10am tomorrow. 
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Critical Analysis Essay Evaluation & Grading Schema 

 
For this essay (1,800-2,000 words), you will write a critical analysis of Jazz. You must 
incorporate the novel and three academic sources (from the Newman Library) via direct 
quotation. These must be books, book chapters, or articles from academic journals, with the 
catalog or database noted (per MLA). This essay must be revised. The final grade will be the 
average of the two marks. See syllabus for due dates. 
 
Adherence to Assignment’s Basic Requirements. This includes timely submission (hard copy 
and SafeAssign, length requirements (1,800-2,000 words), MLA style and citation, and writing 
the paper on the thesis and topic approved. Further requirements: 
 

• Incorporating the novel via direct quotation (and, where applicable, paraphrase). 
• Incorporating all academic secondary sources via direct quotation (and, where 

applicable, paraphrase). 
• Paper format requirement: Adhere to MLA style; 1” margins, 12-point font (Times 

New Roman), double-spaced. Works Cited page as last page. 
 
Presentation. Degree to which paper is free of spelling, grammatical, and format errors (it has 
been meticulously proofread and edited). 
 
Construction of Argument. The introduction clearly identifies the topic at hand and leads your 
reader into the thesis. Degree to which the paper contains a clearly defined thesis statement (the 
claim you are putting forward) at the end of its introduction. Thereafter, the degree to which the 
thesis is supported and advanced via direct quotation from your primary (Jazz) and secondary 
sources (and, where appropriate, paraphrase). Part of construction is the degree to which you 
incorporate yourself and your sources. You must be the loudest voice. 
 
 

Grading Schema 
 

A range: Outstanding on all issues outlined above; degree of articulation will determine the 
range (A, A-). 
 
B range: Good work on all issues outlined above; degree of articulation will determine the range 
(B+, B, B-). 
 
C range: Satisfactory work on all of the issues outlined above; degree of articulation will 
determine the range (C+, C, C -). 
 
D range: Less than satisfactory work on two or more of the issues outlined above; degree of 
articulation will determine the range (D+, D). 
 
F: Failure to meet three or more of the issues outlined above, or failure to submit the assignment. 
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Research Essay Evaluation & Grading Schema 
 
For this essay, you will write a research-based argument essay on one aspect of the photograph 
featured in A Great Day in Harlem OR The NAACP Silent March of 1917. You must 
incorporate a total of six to eight secondary sources, of which at least four must be academic and 
at least one must be popular. All non-academic sources must be approved by me. At least two 
sources must be from the Newman Library (catalog or database, and cited accordingly). Please 
note that no extensions can be given for the final paper. 
 
You are all encouraged to bring your work-in-progress to Office Hours and to make an 
appointment with the Writing Center to get feedback from them. If your final grade on the Jazz 
essay was C or lower, you are required to attend at least one Writing Center session and to bring 
your work-in-progress to Office Hours at least once before the in-class peer review. 
 
Adherence to Assignment’s Basic Requirements. This includes length requirements (2,000-
2,200 words), MLA style (1” margins, 12-point Times New Roman font, double-spaced, etc.) 
and citation (in-text and WC page), and writing the paper on the topic approved in your Research 
Proposal. Further requirements: 
 

• Undertake independent research. 
• Prepare and submit an Essay Proposal for approval. 
• Incorporating a total of six-eight secondary sources via direct quotation (and, where 

applicable, paraphrase). At least four of these must be academic sources and at least 
one must be a popular source.  

• Document a person, place, or thing that is connected to the photograph featured in A 
Great Day in Harlem OR The NAACP Silent March of 1917. Investigate the topic, form 
a guiding question for your research, and attempt to answer the question, using course 
texts (for guidance) and sources outside the course (for content). You will integrate these 
sources into your own writing.  

 
Presentation. Degree to which paper is free of spelling, grammatical, and syntax errors (it has 
been meticulously proofread and edited). 
 
Construction of Argument. Degree to which the paper contains a clearly defined thesis 
statement (the argument you are putting forward) at the end of its introduction. The introduction 
clearly identifies the topic at hand and leads your reader into the thesis. Thereafter, the degree to 
which the thesis is supported and advanced via direct quotation (and, where appropriate, 
paraphrase) from your secondary sources. Part of construction is the degree to which you 
incorporate yourself and your sources. You must be the loudest voice. 
 

Grading Schema 
A range: Outstanding on all issues outlined above; degree of articulation will determine the 
range (A, A-). 
B range: Good work on all issues outlined above; degree of articulation will determine the range 
(B+, B, B-). 
C range: Satisfactory work on all of the issues outlined above; degree of articulation will 
determine the range (C+, C, C -). 
D range: Less than satisfactory work on two or more of the issues outlined above; degree of 
articulation will determine the range (D+, D). 
F: Failure to meet three or more of the issues outlined above, or failure to submit the assignment. 
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Name: ___________________________________________ 

Your proposed topic must on one specific aspect of photograph featured in A Great Day in 
Harlem -OR- one aspect of the NAACP Silent March. 

Subject: 
 
 
Subject’s relationship to the photograph or March: 
 
 
Why are you drawn to this subject? 
 
 
What is the key question you are hoping to answer? 
 
 
 
Proposed academic source 1 (include full publishing details: author, publisher, 
year): 
 
 
Proposed academic source 2 (include full publishing details: author, publisher, 
year): 
 
 
Proposed popular source 1, include URL if a website: 
 
 
Proposed popular source 2, include URL if a website: 
 
 
Any other questions or notes you wish to include for feedback: 
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Group Project Evaluation & Grading Schema 

 
The assignment: Your group is to create a mini-documentary of either one musician from the 
photograph featured in A Great Day in Harlem -OR- an organizer or another element of interest 
from the NAACP Silent March. A portfolio of your group’s work must be submitted to 
SafeAssign one hour before start of class on the day of your presentation. The presentation 
itself should be timed to 10 minutes (there will be an additional five minutes allotted for Q&A). 
Each team member is expected to contribute equally; distribute tasks accordingly. This project is 
being graded by team, which means that each member will receive the same grade (however, 
there have been rare exceptions where, if a team member did  not participate, this policy has 
been altered). 
 
Adherence to Assignment’s Basic Requirements. This includes adhering to the time 
requirement, timely and thorough submission and/or participation in each step of the Worksheet. 
Also, submitting the Portfolio with all required content on the day of your presentation. Combine 
all materials into one document or zip file named GROUP PRESENTATION, TEAM __. 
 

• One page, single-spaced personal reflection from each member: what you personally 
did, what you knew before starting v. knew after: what you got out of the project. 

• One page, single-spaced group reflection about working as a collective on the project: 
what you got out of the project as a group. 

• Works Cited of all sources (MLA). Four academic and two popular required. You 
may use up a total of eight sources. 

• All slides (if applicable) 
• Audio or video file (if applicable) 

 
Presentation/Content. Degree to which the mini-doc clearly communicates the history of its 
subject, and that its subject is the one approved by me in Status Report I. Depending upon the 
mode of presentation, the degree to which the doc contains a clearly defined thesis statement (the 
argument you are putting forward) at the end of its introduction (this might be written, verbal, or 
visual). The introduction clearly identifies the topic at hand and leads your reader into the thesis. 
Thereafter, the degree to which the thesis is supported and advanced via support from your 
secondary sources. Part of construction is the degree to which you incorporate yourself and your 
sources. You must be the loudest voice. 
 

Grading Schema 
A range: Outstanding on all issues outlined above; degree of articulation will determine the 
range (A, A-). 
B range: Good work on all issues outlined above; degree of articulation will determine the range 
(B+, B, B-). 
C range: Satisfactory work on all of the issues outlined above; degree of articulation will 
determine the range (C+, C, C -). 
D range: Less than satisfactory work on two or more of the issues outlined above; degree of 
articulation will determine the range (D+, D). 
F: Failure to meet three or more of the issues outlined above, or failure to submit the assignment. 
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Status Report I 

 
 

Team number:  
Members:   
 
 
By now, you must have decided on the subject for your mini-documentary. What is your 
subject? In the following space, provide topic name and brief description (approximately 
200 words). Cite any source(s). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Is there anything you need from me at this point? If so, what? How can I be of service?  
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Status Report II 

 
 

Team number:  
Members:   
Mini-doc subject:  
 
In the following space, identify and describe the form your documentary will take 
(approximately 200 words). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the follow space, show me your timeline for completing this project (who is responsible 
for what and when do they have to have it done by?). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Is there anything you need from me at this point? If so, what? How can I be of service?  
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Presentation on One Element of Your Research 

Evaluation & Grading Schema 
 
 
 
The assignment: You are to make a five-minute presentation to the class on one element of your 
research. This should focus on one specific research-related obstacle that you encountered or are 
encountering. If the obstacle is one that you have solved, tell us what your solution was. If the 
obstacle remains ongoing, we’re going to offer solutions to you. 
 
Adherence to Assignment’s Basic Requirements. This includes adhering to the 5-minute time 
requirement (due to the number of students in the class, there is no opportunity to run over the 
five minutes), being prepared (practice so that you don’t run over, proofread your PPT slides, 
etc.) and: 

• Using PPT and submitting your PPT deck to SafeAssign by midnight Tuesday of 
Week 12. All slides are due at this day/time regardless of the date of your 
presentation. These are the slides that will be graded, please refrain from sending or 
presenting revised ones. 

• You must include only four slides, and they must have these titles: 
1. My topic 
2. Overview of my research 
3. The obstacle 
4. My solution –or– What I’ve tried so far (whichever is appropriate). 

 
 
Presentation/Content. Degree to which you clearly communicate the basic requirements and 
engage with the assignment to convey the status of your research.  
 
 

Grading Schema 
 

A range: Outstanding on all issues outlined above; degree of articulation will determine the 
range (A, A-). 
B range: Good work on all issues outlined above; degree of articulation will determine the range 
(B+, B, B-). 
C range: Satisfactory work on all of the issues outlined above; degree of articulation will 
determine the range (C+, C, C -). 
D range: Less than satisfactory work on two or more of the issues outlined above; degree of 
articulation will determine the range (D+, D). 
F: Failure to meet three or more of the issues outlined above, or failure to submit the assignment. 
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