
Bill Brandt was a British photographer who 
has performed both lifestyle documentary 

and body photographing work during World 
War II. His work elaborates vivid and varied 

aspects of Britain, thus, and it has broadened 
the range of pure abstraction and surrealism 
in that time period. He was born in Germa-
ny and found his interest in photographing 

while he spent his youth in a sanatorium 
in Switzerland. When he came to Britain in 

1931, he started his photographing work. Un-
til World War II occurred he contained doc-
umentary photographs of day-to-day life of 

British in his work. After 1950, he performed 
exotic and surrealistic nude photographs us-

ing super-wide-angle lens, and he printed his 
photo book famously known as “Perspective 

of Nudes” in 1961.

Looking through his documentary work be-
fore World War II, it seems to be that Brandt 

chose to take pictures on gloomy day in order 
to maximize the contrast of the photo. Also, 

he took day-to-day life photo rather than 
focusing on events. I believe these are the 

most effective feature to make his work dif-
ferent from other well-known documentary 

photographers. By applying high contrast and 
brightness to his work, rather than variable 
colors and tones, I can see his persuasion to 
be sensationally different from other works 
in the generation and also to focus on high-
ly subjective point of view. Furthermore, his 
work seems a preposterous artwork in result 
of his attempt to oppose to the modernism.

In his photo series “Perspective of Nudes,” 
he applied advanced optical methods, using 

the super-wide-angle lens, and it seems high-
ly surrealistic in his photographs. He took 
photo shoot extremely close to the object, 

so it exaggerates the ‘perspective,’ the object 
itself looks distorted, and it results to cre-

ate surrealistic spaces. Thus, by rearranging 
the object and spaces, he creates unfamiliar 

scene in his work. 

It seems to be that Brandt’s work basically 
focuses on applying various perspectives on 

the typical object to create never-seen scenes 
in result of different point of views. Looking 
through his work, I figured the beauty could 

be created not only by something new but 
also by ordinary objects from different point 
of views, and this is, I believe, the most im-

portant lesson throughout research of Bill 
Brandt work that will be affecting on my fu-

ture creative work.
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