
 
BLS/LTS 4900:  Black and Latino Studies Seminar 
Spring 2022 
Dr. Shelly Eversley  VC 4-280 
shelly.eversley@baruch.cuny.edu 
Office hours:  Thursdays, 2:30-3:30PM, and by appointment 
 
https://blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/climatejustice/ 
 
Land Acknowledgement: 
 
The City University of New York (CUNY) is in Lenapehoking, the ancestral, unceded 
lands of the Lenape people. They were the original stewards of this land and its many 
different habitats. Lenapehoking includes parts of what we now know as New York, 
New Jersey, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, and Delaware. In this class, we will 
acknowledge, learn from and pay respect to Lenape people, past and present. This land 
has great significance to the Lenape who were forced to leave it by European, and later 
by U.S. colonists. We must recognize this fact as we explore climate justice, centering 
the knowledges by native and Afro-diasporic people of the Americas.  
 
Course Description: 
 
The BLS capstone course is designed for students in the department to develop their 
interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary research and communication skills in areas that 
center indigenous, Black, and Latinx knowledges and experiences.  Its goal is to foster 
connections between coursework and real-world applications beyond school.  In this 
objective, BLS/LTS 4900 should help students refine the skills that resonate in the job 
market and in advanced study while they also support the BLS mission of racial and 
social justice. 
 
This semester’s theme is the intersections between the global climate emergency and the 
urgent need for racial justice.  As in any crisis, the most marginalized suffer the greatest 
impacts. For instance, the Black Lives Matter movement’s organization points out that 
indigenous, Black, and Latinx communities are disproportionately more vulnerable to 
climate hazards such as flooding and hurricanes. Globally, the climate emergency 
influences migration, food security, and political stability. Even pop culture superstar 
and business mogul, Rihanna, understands this is an emergency in which we must seek 
solutions. Together, we will study the causes, conditions, and implications of climate 
change in order to explore and research solutions that more equitably serve indigenous, 
Black, and Latinx populations in our local communities, as well as across the globe. 
 
Course Expectations: 
 

mailto:shelly.eversley@baruch.cuny.edu
https://blacklivesmatter.com/climate-justice-is-racial-justice/?__cf_chl_jschl_tk__=sEkRpuQNXeT.BXwjl_tMhNqwFV8.cFd9lPE0nuiV_a4-1641323964-0-gaNycGzNCKU
https://claralionelfoundation.org/


Collaboration, respect, curiosity, and an open mind.  Attendance (3 unexcused absences 
will lower your final grade) and course engagement. 
 
Assignments:  
 

• Four posts (250 words, minimum). Explore and analyze a footnote or reference in 
from one of our required readings, viewings, or listenings.  What kind of 
evidence is it?  How does it interest you?  What is its relevance to Black and 
Latinx peoples? 

• Four comments (100 words, minimum). Engage one your classmate’s post.  How 
does this post interest you and advance your knowledge about the climate 
emergency and racial justice?  Describe at least one thing the author is doing 
well. 

• Using the methodology of the post assignment, develop a class presentation to 
argue your critique or your inspiration regarding one of the day’s readings, 
viewings, or listenings. 5-10 minutes. 

• Midterm: Use your voice.  Begin with at least one of the sources cited in one of 
our course materials as a starting point for more exploration, create a climate op-
ed that uses your unique voice to argue your position on the climate emergency 
and its intersection with racial or social justice issues. Include reference to an 
organization where an interested person can get involved. 800-1000 words. Due 
March 25. 

• Final: Research a topic that demonstrates the convergence between the climate 
emergency and social and/or racial justice, then use your research to create a 
public knowledge project (e.g., a podcast, short film, tutorial, a story map, oral 
history, or TED-style climate talk). Your final will be shared on our course blog 
and with the College’s Research and Creative Inquiry Expo. 

 
Learning Goals: 

Our focus is the global climate emergency and its intersections with Black and Latinx 
lives as we develop these learning goals: 

• Using interdisciplinary methods (quantitative and qualitative) to build and 
support arguments addressing issues and ideas that center Black and Latinx 
peoples' knowledge production 

• Communicating ideas and arguments in written, oral, and digital forms 
• Evaluating issues of social and racial justice using multidisciplinary perspectives 
• Assessing and identify reliable sources of research and information 
• Develop skills for research and problem solving 

Your grade will be assessed in relation to how each assignment demonstrates your 
command of our course learning goals.  It will be distributed as follows: 

https://blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/creativeinquiryday/


 

• Posts and comments. 15% 

• Class presentation 15% 

• Class participation 15% 

• Midterm 25% 

• Final 30% 
 
Three unexcused absences will result in a lower grade (e.g., an A becomes a B). 
 
This is an Open Educational Resource (OER) and a Zero Textbook Cost (ZTC) course. 
This means all course materials will be available to you on our course blog, free of cost. 
The worldwide OER movement is rooted in the human right to access high-quality 
education. This shift in educational practice is not just about cost savings and easy 
access to openly licensed content; it’s about participation and co-creation. OERs offer 
opportunities for systemic change in teaching and learning content that supports more 
equitable access to knowledge and power. 
 
The texts and resources included on this syllabus center BIPOC scholars, artists, 
scientists, poets, activists, and critics engaging the world. 
 
What do you think we should change or add to our work this semester?  Together, we 
can amend this syllabus in any way that we see fit. 
 
Academic Integrity: 
 
Plagiarism is unacceptable.  If you need assistance completing original work, please 
seek support.  You can explore our course blog for resources.  Baruch College has a 
zero-tolerance policy for cheating and plagiarism; violations will result in substantial 
penalties. The College’s policy on Academic Integrity is here: 
www.baruch.cuny.edu/facultyhandbook/StudentGuidetoAcademic Integrity.htm.  
.  
 
The Schedule: 
 
Week #1, January 28: Introductions:  Foundations, critical issues, and key words. 
 Key words:  climate emergency, global warming, critical 

climate justice justice, sea levels, Paris Agreement, 
colonialism, capitalism, indigenous, BIPOC, reparations, 
Global South, carbon emissions, rainforests (nature-based 
solutions) 

  
United Nations:  What is Climate Change? 
 

http://www.baruch.cuny.edu/facultyhandbook/StudentGuidetoAcademic%20Integrity.htm
https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/what-is-climate-change


Climate Change:  Global Sea Levels (from the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Association) 

 
 The Paris Agreement (from the National Resources Defense 

Council) 
 
 17 Principles of Environmental Justice from The First 

National People of Color Environmental Leadership Summit 
(October 17, 1991).   

 
 Farhana Sultana, “Critical Climate Justice” The Geographical 

Journal (2021) 
  
 David Lammy and Manish Bapna, “There is No Climate 

Justice without Racial Justice” TIME (May 3, 2021).   
 
 Levi Gahman and Gabrielle Thongs, “In the Caribbean 

Colonialism and Inequality Mean Hurricanes Hit Harder,” 
The Conversation (September 20, 2017).   

 
Week #2, February 4: Foundations, critical terms, and key issues continued. 

Katharine Hayhoe, “How to Talk About Climate Change” in 
Ayana Elizabeth Johnson and Katherine K. Wilkinson, eds. 
All We Can Save:  Truth, Courage, and Solutions for the Climate 
Crisis (2020) 
Adrienne Maree Brown, “What is Emergent Strategy?” in 
Ayana Elizabeth Johnson and Katherine K. Wilkinson, eds. 
All We Can Save:  Truth, Courage, and Solutions for the Climate 
Crisis (2020) 
Post #1 is due by noon, Thursday February 3. 
 

Week #3, February 8: David Wallace Wells, “The Uninhabitable Earth” in New 
York Magazine (2017)  

 (Classes follow Friday schedule) 
    
 
Week #3, February 11:   No classes scheduled.  The College is closed. 
 
Week #4, February 18: Trees + Plants 

Jayashree Ratnam, et. al. “Trees as Nature-Based Solutions: 
A Global South Perspective,” One Earth 3: 2 (2020) 

https://www.climate.gov/news-features/understanding-climate/climate-change-global-sea-level
https://www.nrdc.org/stories/paris-climate-agreement-everything-you-need-know
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https://www.farhanasultana.com/wp-content/uploads/Sultana-Critical-Climate-Justice.pdf
https://time.com/6017907/climate-emergency-racial-justice/
https://time.com/6017907/climate-emergency-racial-justice/
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Beronda L. Montgomery, "A Changing Environment" and 
"Friend or Foe" in  Lessons From Plants (2021) 

Robin Wall Kimmerer, “Skywoman Falling” from Braiding 
Sweetgrass:  Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge, and 
Teachings of Plants (2015) 

Post #2 is due by noon on Thursday, February 17. 
 
Week #5, February 25: New York City 

“Climate Change and Environmental Racism” Carnarsie 
Studios (2021).  Podcast. 
 
“How Climate Change Could Drown New York City” 
Vanity Fair (posted on YouTube. November 3, 2016). 
 
Aisha Rodriguez, “A Case Study in Environmental Injustice 
in New York City” (storymap, December 1, 2020) 
 
Listen:  "Black Lives Matter and the Climate"  How to Save the 
Planet (September 2020) 
 

 
Week #6, March 4: Environmental Racism + Environmental Justice 
 

Yessinia Funes, "Pollution is Racial Violence"  Gizmodo (June 
6, 2020) 

 
Laura Polido, “Flint, Environmental Racism, and Racial 
Capitalism” Capitalism, Nature Socialism, 27(3): 1–16.  (2016) 
 

 Nick Estes, “A Red Deal” Jacobin (2017) 
 

Rhiana Gunn-Wright, "A Green New Deal for All of Us" in 
Ayana Elizabeth Johnson and Katherine K. Wilkinson, eds. 
All We Can Save:  Truth, Courage, and Solutions for the Climate 
Crisis (2020) 

 
Post #3 is due by noon on Thursday, March 3. 

 
Week #7, March 11:  Racism, Colonialism. 
 
    Natalie Diaz, “Manhattan in a Lenape Word”  

https://soundcloud.com/canarsiestudios/climate-change-environmental-racism
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_zK6Grhp5Zk
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/915c36e02c3d4c81b422c26eaa975155
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/915c36e02c3d4c81b422c26eaa975155
https://open.spotify.com/episode/3vO0O6COrqqB9HS710UWqa
https://gizmodo.com/pollution-is-racial-violence-1843905861?_hsmi=89197931&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--uZSST_rChBiGgUknULGDDPE0zJqHGpwZOlQm-TWZWIHTPSRqNCY2aoLcUiauj8ZP8gRLkI1hv0E0kbJsjOGDrIxfWnQ&utm_content=89197931&utm_campaign=Hot%20News&utm_medium=email&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.jacobinmag.com/2019/08/red-deal-green-new-deal-ecosocialism-decolonization-indigenous-resistance-environment
https://poets.org/poem/manhattan-lenape-word


 
Olúfẹ ́mi O. Táíwò, “Climate Apartheid is the Coming Police 
Violence Crisis” Dissent (August 12, 2020) 
 
Leon Sealey-Huggins, “ ’1.5 to Stay Alive’:  Climate Change, 
Imperialism, and Justice for the Caribbean” Third World 
Quarterly 38:11 (2017) 
 
Kathryn Yusoff, “The Inhumanities” from A Billion Black 
Anthropocenes or None (University of Minnesota Press, ) 

 
Week #8, March 18:  Reparations. 

Guest Visitor:  Anna Palmer, Climate Refugees 
“Transformative Climate Action Must Include Loss and 
Damage Suffered by Migrants”  Climate Refugees, October 27, 
2021. 
 
Olufemi O. Taiwe, “The Fight for Reparations Cannot Ignore  
Climate Change” Boston Review, January 10, 2022. 
 
Keston K. Perry, “Between the Devil, Debt and the Deep 
Blue Sea:  Why the Global South Needs Reparations for the 
Climate Crisis” The FinRegBlog (August 5, 2020) 
 
Abrahm Lustgarten, “The Great Climate Migration” The New 
York Times Magazine 

  

Listen:  "Like the Monarch, Human Migrations During 
Climate Change" How to Save a Planet (July 2021) 

 

 Junot Diaz, “Monstro” in The New Yorker (May 28, 2012) 
     

 
Week #9, March 25:   Alexis Pauline Gumbs, DUB:  Finding Ceremony (2020), pp. 

ix-33, 47-65, 199-201. 
 Midterm is due. 
 
Week #10, April 1:  Oceans + Afrofutures 

    Drexciya, Journey of the Deep Sea Dweller I (2018) 

Watch:  "Why Drexciya took Detroit Electro Underwater" 
Resident Advisor (YouTube,  October 16, 2018) 

 

https://www.dissentmagazine.org/online_articles/climate-apartheid-is-the-coming-police-violence-crisis
https://www.dissentmagazine.org/online_articles/climate-apartheid-is-the-coming-police-violence-crisis
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01436597.2017.1368013?src=recsys
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01436597.2017.1368013?src=recsys
https://manifold.umn.edu/read/untitled-5f0c83c1-5748-4091-8d8e-72bebca5b94b/section/91c3de0c-76d6-4269-b0d7-a50878c705b6#ch03
https://www.climate-refugees.org/spotlight/lossanddamage
https://www.climate-refugees.org/spotlight/lossanddamage
https://bostonreview.net/articles/the-fight-for-reparations-cannot-ignore-climate-change/
https://bostonreview.net/articles/the-fight-for-reparations-cannot-ignore-climate-change/
https://sites.law.duke.edu/thefinregblog/2020/08/05/between-the-devil-debt-and-the-deep-blue-sea-why-the-global-south-needs-reparations-for-the-climate-crisis/
https://sites.law.duke.edu/thefinregblog/2020/08/05/between-the-devil-debt-and-the-deep-blue-sea-why-the-global-south-needs-reparations-for-the-climate-crisis/
https://sites.law.duke.edu/thefinregblog/2020/08/05/between-the-devil-debt-and-the-deep-blue-sea-why-the-global-south-needs-reparations-for-the-climate-crisis/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/07/23/magazine/climate-migration.html
https://open.spotify.com/episode/1wgy64rBWztTKxNtylENKD
https://open.spotify.com/episode/1wgy64rBWztTKxNtylENKD
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2012/06/04/monstro
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VBEKAtRskn8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fgG-QiChiA8


Mike Rubin, “Infinite Journey to Inner Space: The Legacy of 
Drexciya” Redbull Music Academy, 2017. 
 
clppng ft. Daveed Diggs, “The Deep” (2017) 
 
Katherine McKittrick, “The Smallest Cell Remembers a 
Sound” in Dear Science and Other Stories (2021) 
 
Lorenzo Montifinese, “From Slaveships to Spaceships:  
Afrofuturism and Sonic Imaginaries” Roots and Routes: 
Research on Visual Cultures (n.d.) 

 
Week #11, April 8: Alexis Pauline Gumbs, UNDROWNED: Black Feminist 

Lessons from Marine Mammals (2021), pp. 5-24, 59-66. 
 Post #4 is due by noon on Thursday, April 7. 
 
April 14:     Special Event--Alexis Pauline Gumbs @1PM 
 
Week #12, April 15:   No class.  Spring break. 
 
Week #13, April 22:   No class.  Spring break. 
 
Week #14, April 29:  Research project working session. 
 
Week #15, May 6: Guest Visitor: Nadia Nana Yaa Owusu, United Youth 

Initiative Africa 
Peter Yeung, “The Bold Plan to Save Africa’s Largest Forest” 
Future Planet (January 2, 2021) 

 
Week #16, May 13: Reflections + Conclusions 
 
 
 

https://daily.redbullmusicacademy.com/2017/06/drexciya-infinite-journey-to-inner-space
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https://www.roots-routes.org/from-slaveships-to-spaceships-afrofurism-and-sonic-imaginaries-by-lorenzo-montefinese/
https://www.roots-routes.org/from-slaveships-to-spaceships-afrofurism-and-sonic-imaginaries-by-lorenzo-montefinese/
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20210107-congo-basin-a-bold-plan-to-save-africas-largest-rainforest

