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Background:     
                Cuba produces less than 30 percent of its own 
food, and boosting agricultural production has long 
been a priority of its socialist government, which has 
redistributed land and given farmers more control of 
what they grow and where they sell it.  At the same 
time, as tourism in Cuba has surged, especially since 
the détente between President Obama and Raul Castro 
in 2014, new challenges beset Cuba’s environment, the 
most biodiverse in the Caribbean. In January, a team 
of Baruch College journalists traveled to Cuba (for the 
third year in a row), this year to report on sustainable 
agriculture and environmental issues. There students 
encountered the complexities and tensions between 
economic development and environmental 
sustainability, as well as other dramatic changes in 
economic prosperity. A lot of  that new economic 
prosperity stemmed from eco-tourism and the use of 
casa particulares, or private homes that could be 
rented out to tourists. Vinales Valley, a village in 
Western Cuba, boasted a diverse network of casa 
particulares owners and other small business owners. 
This is the story of the new economic prosperity in this 
beautifully, lush valley. 

The Process:
● Extensive research at Baruch College before 

the trip, including a visit to American Museum 
of Natural History exhibit: ¡Cuba!

● Securing a topic and conducting investigative 
reporting in each Cuban town visited, 
including Havana, Vinales Valley, and Zapata 
de Peninsula

● Reporting at urban farms, universities, 
private casas, and local businesses 

● Collaborating with fellow journalists and 
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Resources: 
● Olguita Amaro, Casa and Airbnb owner
● Ricardo Alvarez Perez, Local Historian of 

the Vinales Valley
● Finca Agroecologica Paraiso
● United States Department of Agriculture/ 

Economic Research Service: Cuba’s 
Agriculture: Collapse & Economic Reform
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