
        
 

                 
         

                
     

 
             

            
                  

              
 

            
              
               

 
 

             
  

 
               

                
  

 
             

          
    

 
                   

              
 

            
               

          
     

 
            

              
              

       
 

    
 

Choosing a course platform – Blogs@Baruch or Blackboard? 

Accessibility: If a platform is accessible, it can be used by all people regardless of ability or 
disability. Accessibility goes beyond ADA compliance and considers the local, evolving 
circumstances of each class. In other words, what is “accessible” for one group of students may 
not be so for others. 

Blogs@Baruch: Blogs@Baruch is customizable, and there are style guides and tools that offer 
(sometimes imperfect) advice and support to help you take accessibility into consideration as 
you’re designing your site. An added bonus for this is that if students are making their own sites 
in your course, understanding how to maximize accessibility can be a great learning experience. 

Blackboard: Blackboard meets Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0 Level AA as 
well as the Section 508 standards. However, Blackboard can be limited in its customizability, 
and making changes to suit the local needs and circumstances of your classroom can be more 
challenging. 

Customizability: This refers to the ability to add to or change the appearance or functionality of 
default features. 

Blogs@Baruch: You can add features based on your needs and the learning goals that you’re 
trying to facilitate. You can choose a template from a large list, and that template can be 
somewhat customizable. 

Blackboard: Blackboard’s features are locked in by the vendor. Many publishers have plugins 
that allow students to access content but little customizability is available beyond what is 
allowed by CUNY administration. 

Design: The look and feel of the site. How will the site look once you've added all the content? 
Will students be able to navigate efficiently? Can you control the aesthetics of the site? 

Blogs@Baruch: Clean, easy to navigate, front-facing aspects present like many other sites that 
students would encounter on the internet. It might be important to note whether or not a 
theme that you’re considering is “responsive,” which would mean that it would have 
functionality on a phone or tablet. 

Blackboard: Blackboard’s design is somewhat clunky, however given the extensive use of 
Blackboard at Baruch, and some students’ previous learning experiences (in high school or at 
another college) many students might already be familiar with its design. Blackboard also has 
apps that students can access from smart devices. 

Feedback on student work 



               
            

   
 

             
           

              
            

 
 

 
             

                
              

        
 

                
             

             
   

 
              

   
 

         
               

           
   

 
               

          
 

           
 

     
 
 
 

Blogs@Baruch: You’ll need to make sure that the feedback that you give on student work on 
Blogs@Baruch doesn’t violate FERPA regulations, and this means that you shouldn’t post 
grades to the site. 

Blackboard: You can upload comments along with grades for each deliverable. You can 
download the grade book onto an Excel/CSV file, update grades in that file along with 
comments, and upload it back onto Blackboard. An extra advantage of Blackboard is that you 
can do all of these things without worrying about violating FERPA laws. 

Openness/Privacy 

Blogs@Baruch: You can customize “the outside world’s” access to your course. If you want 
anyone on the internet to have full-on access to your courses, you can do that. If you want to 
restrict access to only the other students at Baruch, that’s possible. If you want your course 
only visible to your students, you can also do that. 

Blackboard: There is a way to enable guest or observer access, but it is limited to users of 
Blackboard. Anyone who doesn’t have Blackboard access cannot see your course. This ensures 
privacy in your course however, it also shuts down the possibility of sharing student work with 
the “outside world.” 

Transferability of skills: Does using this course platform provide students with skills that can be 
used outside the course? 

Blogs@Baruch: Giving students experience with WordPress (if they’re creating content and not 
just using the site to check the syllabus) can help them to develop a marketable skill using a 
well-known content management system. This can be useful in many fields when they’re 
looking for jobs. 

Blackboard: Blackboard is mostly used in educational settings. Students are not likely to be able 
to transfer skills that they learn using Blackboard into contexts outside of school. 

What about: ease of login, quizzes and tests, reliability, setup time, grading? 

Learn more at: https://tinyurl.com/y9ehlnnl 

https://tinyurl.com/y9ehlnnl

