
ENG 2100: Writing I 

 
[Image Description: image of 18-year-old version of Dan in dialogue with 32-year-old version of 

Dan. First dialogue bubble reads: “Hi everyone, I’m 18-year-old Dan. This is certainly a weirder 

year to start college (or take any class in general) than what I had to deal with, but can we all get 

through it, anyway, 32-year-old version of me?” Next dialogue bubble by second version of Dan 

reads: “I’m glad you asked, 18-year-old me. Great question. The answer is YES. Things are 

definitely weird, but we are able to read and write together, still, and that means we can still learn 

together. I’m interested in your success, first and foremost, and I’ll do whatever you need to help 

you succeed.” The third dialogue bubble, also by second version of Dan, reads: “Also, 18-year-old 

me, in future: The greatest sports city, Philly, is blessed with a World Series and a Super Bowl; Star 

Wars comes back (again) but it’s kinda bad?; You get married and have kids, so I guess that’s 

important, too.”] 

Instructor: Dr. Dan Libertz (pronouns: he/him/his) 
 

Class Time: Via Zoom, Tuesday/Thursday, 2:55-4:35pm 
 

Office Hours: Via Zoom, Tuesdays, 1:30-2:30pm; by appointment 
 

Email: Daniel.Libertz@baruch.cuny.edu 
 

Phone: See Blackboard syllabus 

mailto:Daniel.Libertz@baruch.cuny.edu


Course Description 
 
Everyone in this class is an expert in language and rhetoric (i.e., the 
use of symbols to make knowledge, coordinate activity, and to impact 
others). You have been doing language and rhetoric all of your life—
and writing most of your life. You know some stuff—A LOT. 
 
Our purpose in this class is to further develop that expertise in your 
writing to put you in position to succeed in present and future college 
classes, but also to succeed in any area of your life where you use 
language and rhetoric—which is pretty much every area of your life. 
We will do this by reading, writing, and reading and responding to 
each other’s writing. 
 
Writing is meant to be read. Therefore, most (if not all) of your 
writing will be respectfully read by myself and the rest of class. We 
are always at least one of your audiences. Write some things we would 
want to read, things that will interest us, things that will challenge us. 
This will be a community of writers that will praise and push 
you toward the next draft (i.e., constructive criticism). 
 
When I give you feedback on your writing, I’ll make comments as I 
read and then I’ll write a brief endnote for some things for you to 
think about. It’s a writing lesson, meant for you to think 
more about writing. The time and effort I put into commenting on 
your drafts is all LOVE. I’m not trying to make you feel bad or make 
any kind of judgment of you as a person. Usually, I will 
be praising something I see that I thought was well-done while also 
suggesting that you can make it better rather than saying something is 
only “good” or “bad”.  
 
Finally, I know this is a very strange and scary time. Your health and 
well-being are always going to come first here. Let me know what you 
need and I will do everything I can to help you out. 
 

 



Learning Goals (LGs) 

 
1. Compose as a process: Experience writing as a creative way of 

thinking and generating knowledge and as a process involving 
multiple drafts, review of your work by members of your 
discourse community (e.g., instructor and peers), revision and 
editing, reinforced by reflecting on your writing process in 
metacognitive ways. 
 

2. Compose with an awareness of how intersectional identity, 
social conventions, and rhetorical situations shape writing: 
Demonstrate in your writing an awareness of how personal 
experience, our discourse communities, social conventions, and 
rhetorical considerations of audience, purpose, genre, and 
medium shape how and what we write. 
 

3. Read and analyze texts critically: Analyze and interpret key 
ideas in various discursive genres (e.g., essays, news articles, 
speeches, documentaries, plays, poems, short stories), with 
careful attention to the role of rhetorical conventions such as 
style, tropes, genre, audience, and purpose. 
 

4. Identify and engage with credible sources and multiple 
perspectives in your writing: Identify sources of information 
and evidence credible to your audience; incorporate multiple 
perspectives in your writing by summarizing, interpreting, 
critiquing, and synthesizing arguments of others; and avoid 
plagiarism by ethically acknowledging the work of others when 
used in your own writing, using a citation style appropriate to 
your audience and purpose. 
 

5. Use conventions appropriate to audience, genre, and purpose: 
Adapt writing and composing conventions (including your style, 
content, organization, document design, word choice, syntax, 
citation style, sentence structure, and grammar) to your 
rhetorical context. 



 

Course Units, LGs, and Sub-LGs 
 

Unit 1 – Identity, Language, and Process: Emotion and Writing 

The focus on this unit is primarily grounded in the first two Learning 
Goals of the course (i.e., Composing as a process; Compose with an 
awareness of how intersectional identity, social conventions, and 
rhetorical situations shape writing). We will explore together the 
emotional foundation of writing, language, and rhetoric—that our 

feeling is integral to how we know our worlds and communicate 
about them. Sometimes, for sure, the feelings associated with 
language can make writing difficult, even lonely. Thus, we will focus 
on thinking strategically about the entire process of writing. The 
sub-goals we explore will include: 
 

• Understand language as social and as part of who you are 
• Experiment with the rhetorical power of tapping into the full 

range of your rhetorical expertise (i.e., your rhetorical 
practices in all of the contexts in which you use rhetoric)  

• Understand the role of reading in writing (e.g., procedures of 
annotating, reading to revise) 

• Set goals and a process for checking in on your progress on an 
ongoing basis. Re-evaluate goals, periodically. 

• Develop a writing practice (e.g., creating the best environment 
for productive writing sessions as possible, managing 
distractions, time management) 

• Develop your writing process (e.g., planning, outlining, 
drafting, reflecting, revising, editing) 

• Receive feedback, apply it, and give constructive feedback (e.g., 
in peer response, workshopping writing, interpreting 
comments, integrating feedback in a global sense rather than 
only locally, managing the embodied nature of having an 
audience for your writing) 

• Using examples effectively in your writing to help illustrate 
things you are trying to explain or argue 

 



Unit 2 – Rhetoric: Awareness and Writing 

In this unit, we will explore rhetoric in greater detail. We will start 
with the importance of audience and the relationship between 
audiences and genre conventions (and the slipperiness of what we 
can ever actually fully know about either). We will then consider the 
full nature of the rhetorical situation (i.e., exigence, constraints, and 
audience), the impact of ideology on how everyone reads and writes, 
and consider the value of a rhetorical outlook on the world around 
us. To realize these ends, we will develop our abilities as rhetorical 
analysts. This unit will mostly address the third and fifth Learning 
Goals of the course (i.e., Read and analyze texts critically; Use 
conventions appropriate to audience, genre, and purpose). Some of 
the sub-goals for this unit include: 
 

• Learn the functions of rhetoric: make knowledge, coordinate 
human and nonhuman activity, and impact others. 

• Learn the differences between genres at the level of words, 
sentences, paragraphing, document design, mode, etc. 

• Change stylistic features of your writing to accommodate your 
audience 

• Recognize the full rhetorical situation to understand the 
context for writing 

• Consider the important material concerns for writing, to 
include different modes, circulation, and other infrastructural 
concerns for writing  

• Learn how to analyze vs. summarize 
• Find, evaluate, and synthesize evidence in texts we analyze 
• Establish links between claims and evidence 
• Apply theoretical lenses to what we analyze in ways that both 

expand and limit what we can know 
• Integrate textual analysis into a larger argument or narrative 

 
 
 
 
 



Unit 3 – Research: Knowledge and Writing 

The focus for this unit is on research. Now, all writing requires 
research; research is an investigation into various kinds of 
information. We can’t really write without doing that. However, 
generally speaking, and in academic contexts particularly, research 
usually has a very systematic connotation. In other words, it means 
close analysis of primary and secondary materials to make some kind 
of argument about something in a specific disciplinary domain. In 
this unit, we will consider how research and writing intersect in 
terms of how writing makes knowledge, how developing information 
literacy can assist us in making that knowledge, and how there are 
both general and context-dependent conventions for research 
writing that help us communicate our research in impactful ways. 
This unit primarily addresses the fourth Learning Goal (i.e., Identify 
and engage with credible sources and multiple perspectives in your 
writing) but it also touches on the fifth (i.e., Use conventions 
appropriate to audience, genre, and purpose). Below are some sub-
goals: 
 

• Write to learn (e.g., writing out processes and aspects of a topic 
to see what you know, moving from analysis to synthesis, 
moving from summary to analysis, coordinating multiple voices 
to reveal something new) 

• Develop information literacy (e.g., finding information via 
search engines/library databases/stacks, evaluating source 
credibility and relevance, analyzing primary vs. secondary 
sources, using citation tools) 

• Learn differences in research genres and disciplinary 
knowledge (e.g., using documentation style, IMRaD vs. thesis-
driven paper) 

• Write with other voices (e.g., paraphrasing, direct quotes, 
summary, footnotes, endnotes, managing claims and evidence 
with other voices, qualifying claims, counterarguments) 

• Organize and making an argument (e.g., stasis theory, 
Toulmin’s model, organizing sources and mapping their use, 



making an annotated bibliography, supplementing research 
process onto writing process) 

 

Unit 4 – Reflection: Lifelong Learning and Writing 

In this unit, we will think deeply about the writing we have done this 
semester and how it applies to other aspects of our lives. We write 
all the time (in class and out of class)! So the question now is to 
think about what we learned these past few months and how to 
apply it to future writing. This unit mostly focuses on the first 
Learning Goal (i.e., Composing as a process), and will include these 
sub-goals: 
 

• Closely read your writing to learn about it (e.g., annotate your 
own writing, connect annotations to previous learning goals) 

• Use quantification to learn about your writing at a distance 
(e.g., complete a quantitative of analysis of certain aspects of 
your three major writing projects to detect things a close 
reading might not) 

• Write about your writing to learn about it—use what you 
learned in past units (about identity, process, analysis, 
rhetoric, and research) on your own writing to consider 
progress toward your own goals and course goals, as well as to 
develop new goals. 

 

Textbook and Course Readings 
 
Our textbook is Join the Conversation, a Writing I textbook designed by 
Baruch College faculty. We will use the online version that you can 
find the link to find it here: 

• for $26 at https://www.vitalsource.com/custom/9781319409296 
• for $28 through Baruch's book store at 

https://baruch.bncollege.com/shop/baruch/page/find-textbooks  

 
We will also read a few other texts that I will give you access to via 
our Blackboard site. 

https://www.vitalsource.com/custom/9781319409296
https://baruch.bncollege.com/shop/baruch/page/find-textbooks


How to Get Things 
 
We will use two different websites that will contain information about 
the course.  
 

1. The first will be our Blackboard site. You can access Blackboard 
by going to this link: 
https://www.baruch.cuny.edu/bctc/blackboard/. When you click 
on the link, look to the right side of the screen and click the 
button that reads “Login to Blackboard.” Enter in your CUNYFirst 
username and password. You will find our class on the left side 
of the page. I will have more information on how we will use 
Blackboard, but, generally speaking, we will use Blackboard to do 
the following: 
 

a. You will find the syllabus and any updated versions under 
“Syllabus.” 

 

b. I will post non-textbook readings, assignment instructions, 
and other resources under “Course Documents.” 

 

c. Submit all Process Documents, drafts of major writing 
projects, and any other assignments under “Submit 
Assignment.” 

 
2. Because I prefer the interface, we will also use our course 

website at 
https://blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/eng2100fall2020libertz/ for: 
 

a. Accessing our Course Schedule. The schedule on my 
personal site will be updated regularly for any changes that 
need to be made and it will also be much more detailed 
about what we are doing for a given week or day. 

 
b. Accessing our Lesson Plans and Learning Modules. In the 

Course Schedule, you can click on any day and that will 

https://www.baruch.cuny.edu/bctc/blackboard/
https://blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/eng2100fall2020libertz/


take you to what we are doing for that day for both our 
synchronous sessions (i.e., when we are all meeting 
together as a class) and asynchronous Learning Modules 
(i.e., when we do not meet but, instead, complete modules 
by a certain day). In the Learning Modules, you will often 
be making Comments as part of the participation grade for 
completing them. 

 

c. Posting Questions for Second Reading Responses to the 
Blog in response to prompts related to some of the readings 
for the course. We might also post other informal writing 
there, to include Comments on other students’ blog posts. 

 

d. You can also access the Syllabus and various resources 
(i.e., Writing and Language Resources and Community 
Resources) that can help you with writing, speaking, and 
many other things that can help you thrive as a person and 
student. 

 

How We Will Do Some Learning 
 
This class will be a blend of asynchronous learning (happening at 
times convenient to you by a certain deadline) and synchronous 
learning (happening during a specific moment with other people). I 
will email announcements about the week each Monday. 
 
Aside from the first two weeks, when we will meet synchronously for 
something close to the full class-time of 2:55pm to 4:35pm, we will do 

the following each week: 
 

• Complete asynchronous learning modules due by Tuesday, no 
later than 5pm (U.S. eastern). 

• We will meet as a class on Thursday from 3pm to 4pm. Not 
every week will follow this schedule (e.g., the first two weeks), 
but this will be the general pattern. 
 



• We will meet as small groups (of 3-4) every other week for about 
30 minutes on Tuesday some time between 3pm and 4:30pm. 
You will communicate and work with your small group (i.e., 
Writing Group) throughout the whole term over Slack (more on 
this soon). We will start this in the third week. 

 
The Learning Modules for Tuesdays will be accessible via our course 
website in the lesson plan for that day and will consist of low-stakes 
writing activities to complete, short readings, video, etc.  
 
For our Thursday full-class meetings, we will also follow along on the 
course website lesson plan for that day and we will utilize Zoom’s 
features to do small-group activities, low-stakes writing activities, 
large and small group discussion, independent writing time, etc. 
 
We will schedule the small group meetings shortly before we start 
them up in the third week. These meetings will be check-ins to see 
how you are doing and how writing is going. 
 
I will also meet with each of you individually on Zoom at midterm. 
 
REMEMBER: if you have any technical issues with Zoom or anything 
else we might be trying to use, you can reach me by email or phone 
that are provided on the first page of this syllabus. 
 

 

Assignments (1,000 points) 
 

• Reading Annotations (50 points): Because reading is so 
important for developing your writing, one of the ongoing 
assignments for the course will be to complete Reading 
Annotations. We will go over these during the first week of the 
class, but these assignments will more or less be graded for 
completion (with some pointers from me in the early part of the 
term). Essentially, you will show how you are taking notes on the 



readings for the course to get practice with making the steps 
from reading to writing.  

• Process Documents (50 points): Process Documents are spaces 
to work out some initial ideas that will extend to larger pieces of 
writing. Sometimes these pieces will respond to readings about 
topics related to learning goals associated with assignments 
(e.g., rhetorical analysis, finding sources, narrative writing). 
Sometimes these pieces will be more directly associated with 
writing projects: goal-setting document, proposals, and the 
annotated bibliography for the research-driven writing project. 

• Participation (50 points). This relates to completing activities 
during Learning Modules, participating during Zoom calls, 
completing work for Writing Groups, and anything else that 
might come up that helps to assist maintaining a classroom 
community and assisting in learning material related to the 
course. 

• Questions for Second Reading (QSR) (50 points): Some 
readings will require deeper reflection, and, so, we will take a 
second turn in reading them to explore them further. In the QSR, 
you will write in response to a prompt to work out your thinking 
when encountering the reading for a second time. 

• Midterm Learning Narrative (50 points): This project is a 
chance for you to reflect back on your goals for the semester and 
consider how you are doing based on a close analysis of your own 
writing. 

• Literacy Narrative (100 points): The first major writing 
assignment of the semester, this project is geared toward getting 
some experience with making explicit your writing process, 
developing a writing practice, and considering the relationship 
between writing and your identity (and the relevance of that 
relationship to how you interact with audiences and work with 
other writers and readers). 

• Literacy Narrative Revision Project (100 points): The first 
major writing assignment gave you practice with just getting 
your thoughts down and generating material about your 
relationship to language, rhetoric, and writing. In this revision, 
you are asked to use this material generated in the first draft to 



revise around something you thought was exciting that you 
would like to develop further. As a separate project, you will get 
practice in learning about your revision process. 

• Rhetorical Analysis (200 points): The second major writing 
assignment of the semester, this project asks you to continue to 
develop your expertise as an analyst of texts of various genres 
and to begin to synthesize your ideas with the ideas of others. 
After submitting a first draft, you will turn in a second draft 
responding to the same prompt a few weeks later. 

• Research-Driven Writing (200 points): The third major writing 
assignment of the semester, this project asks you to begin to get 
experience with finding, evaluating, and integrating the ideas of 
others in order to make an argument or tell a story about a topic 
important to you. After submitting a first draft, you will turn in a 
second draft responding to the same prompt a few weeks later. 

• Experiential-Learning Document (150 points): The final 
writing project of the semester, this document, like the midterm 
learning narrative, asks you to reflect back on your goals by 
analyzing the writing you have completed for the course. Unlike 
the learning narrative at midterm, this document is a bit more 
detailed and substantive. 

 

Grading 
Assignments Percentage of Grade 

Reading Annotations 5% 

Process Documents 5% 

Participation (Zoom calls, 
Learning Module responses, work 
with Writing Group) 

5% 

QSRs 5% 

Literacy Narrative, Draft 1 10% 

Literacy Narrative Revision 
Project 

10% 

Rhetorical Analysis 20% 

Midterm Learning Narrative 5% 

Research-Driven Writing 20% 



Experiential-Learning Document 15% 

 

Letter Grade Points 

A 
A- 

94-100 
90-93.9 

B+ 
B 
B- 

88-89.9 
84-87.9 
80-83.9 

C+ 
C 
C- 

78-79.9 
74-77.9 
70-73.9 

D 60-69.9 

F 59.9 and below 

 
There will be three kinds of grading during the term: grading for 
completion, intermediate grading, and grading according to rubric.  
 

• Grading for Completion. The first kind of grading is just based 
on “did you do it or not do it?” If you did it, you get full credit. If 
you didn’t, you get no credit. Typically, this will be according to 
word count or meeting some minimum criteria of some kind. The 
Reading Annotations, Learning Module activities, participation 
during small group meetings as well as full class meetings, and 
some of the Process Documents fall under this type of grading. 
 

• Intermediate Grading. This second kind of grading is mostly like 
the previous, but there may be some additional criteria to meet. 
For instance, you may be asked to address three different 
questions in a prompt and while you technically do this maybe 
one of the questions only gets one sentence in response that does 
not go into much depth. If you did it but did not go into much 
depth, you get a “1.” If you did it and did go into a lot of depth, 
you get a “2.” If you did not meet the minimum criteria, you get a 
“0.” QSRs and some of the Process Documents fall under this 
kind of grading. 
 



• Grading According to Rubric. All the major writing assignments 
will be accompanied by a rubric. In the rubric there will be very 
specific criteria that will be subjectively evaluated by me. 

 

Revision 
 
Revision is an essential part of the class. The first reading of the 
course by Donald Murray is about revision and that is a very 
intentional choice on my part. Rather than wait until the end of the 
semester, the expectation will be that you are revising with each and 
every writing assignment. At the absolute very least, though, you will 
be using Process Documents as ways to “revise forward” to larger 
writing projects and you will turn in second drafts of each of the major 
writing assignments. You will also have the opportunity to turn in 
third drafts of major writing assignments by finals week, if you wish 
to do so. 

 
Course Policies and Other Information 

 
Attendance & Participation 
Since your writing, responses to the reading, workshopping, etc. are 
central to the course content, attendance for our small group and full 
class meetings is expected for each small group or class meeting. 
While I hope you attend every meeting, two absences are permitted as 
long as you communicate with me and have a good reason for it (i.e., 
life happens). Three absences may result in a full one-grade penalty to 
your final grade; more than three absences can be grounds for failure. 
Should you miss a class, it’s your responsibility to get the assignments, 
class notes, etc. from a classmate and/or follow up with me.  
 
All this said, I do understand that life happens and am here to work 
with you to do what I can to help make sure you can manage 
health/personal crises with school. More to the point: we are in a 
once-in-a-lifetime (hopefully) pandemic right now! I will be very 
flexible with you. So, if you have an issue, the first thing to do is to 
stay in contact with me as much as you can so we can come up with a 



plan, together, to put you in the best position to succeed in this class. I 
am completely on your side from the start and want to see you 
succeed. 
 
Lateness is also important to consider. We only have one hour a week 
together synchronously, so you need to be there on time if you can be 
there at all. If I notice a pattern of lateness, we will be talking about it 
and will find a solution together. 
 
Grading for participation factors in attendance, completing informal 
assignments (e.g., Learning Module activities), and general 
participation during synchronous sessions. Please reach out to me if 
you have difficulty participating. I do my best to vary activities and 
discussion formats to make sure everyone has a chance to contribute, 
but if you are struggling with participating, let me know. 
 
Recording Class Sessions 
I will not be recording any of our class sessions. I also ask that you do 
not record any of our class sessions (e.g., by using your smart phone to 
record your computer screen) unless you get consent of all 
participants. I have chosen not to record because I believe people feel 
less comfortable speaking when they know they are being recorded. 
There are also tricky privacy issues once a video exists in the world. 
Almost always, there are alternatives I can provide to you if you 
needed to miss class. That said, if recording class sessions becomes an 
absolute necessity, let me know and we can work something out. 
 
Accessible Participation 
Baruch has a continuing commitment to providing reasonable 
accommodations for students with disabilities. Like so many things 
this fall, the need for accommodations and the process for arranging 
them have been altered by COVID-19 and the safety protocols currently 
in place. Students with disabilities who may need some 
accommodation in order to fully participate in this class should 
contact Student Disability Services as soon as possible 
at disability.services@baruch.cuny.edu 
 

mailto:disability.services@baruch.cuny.edu


Deadlines 
Professionally, deadlines are everything—think job applications, 
meeting agendas, annual reports. Likewise, deadlines matter for this 
course. Assignments are due on the date they’re listed on the schedule. 
Every day an assignment is late, the grade may be reduced up to one 
letter grade. Nevertheless: should you have an emergency, let me 
know as soon as possible so that we can try to devise a plan for 
keeping you on track. 
  
All writing should be turned in by the date and time as listed on 
Blackboard and on the Course Schedule. All assignments are submitted 
through Blackboard. You will note that first drafts of major writing 
assignments will typically be due on Thursdays at 11:59pm so you can 
get some feedback from other students in peer response activities and 
then you can (if you want to) apply that feedback to your draft after 
class. 
 
Backing up Your Work1 
As you may have learned the hard way in the past (I know I have!), it’s 
a good habit to save important files such as course work to a location 
aside from your primary computer –  for example, Dropbox, Google 
Drive, or an external hard drive. Unfortunately, laptops can crash or 
be stolen, and it’s your responsibility to make sure you back up your 
work. 
 
Technical Aspects of Submitting Work 
Unless we have spoken about an exception, please upload assignments 
as .doc or .pdf files. I do not accept Pages, Notes app files, etc.  
 
Policy on Workshopping and Publishing Writing 
I like to use examples from your writing when I teach because I feel 
like it is immediately useful to draw from writing you all are making. 
And, also, because, well, you all will do some really cool things and I 
want to highlight that. Any writing I use in class will be anonymized. 
You have no obligation to reveal yourself as author if we are 

 
1 Adapted from Dr. Brooke Schreiber’s Writing I syllabus. 



discussing something from your writing in class, but you are welcome 
to do so if you choose. 
 
Furthermore, I want to note that sometimes our writing will be posted 
on the class website. If, for any reason, you are not comfortable 
sharing your writing on the class website, let me know and you may 
submit it to me via email or Blackboard instead. 
 
Writing Center2 
I encourage you, in addition to my comments and those of your peers, 
to get feedback on your writing from professional writing consultants 
at the Writing Center, all of whom are trained to help you improve 
your written English. The Writing Center offers free, one-to-one 
(online) support to all Baruch students. They provide both 50-minute, 
online sessions (where you chat in real time with a consultant—by 
text, audio, or video) and written feedback (where you get comments 
on your document by email). You can schedule an appointment at: 
https://bc.mywconline.com/. Log on to their website, 
writingcenter.baruch.cuny.edu, to learn more. 
 
Baruch and Other Resources: Tech, Food, Health, and More 
You are another human being, so if I can do anything to help you right 
now, I will. More specific to the classroom: Learning does not happen 
in a vacuum. If you are stressed, if you are hungry, if you do not have 
adequate technology or space to study—all of these things (and more) 
can impact learning in a negative way. There is help. First and 
foremost, please be in touch with me about anything I can help with. 
Second, Baruch College has several resources you can use to help with 
technological issues, food insecurity, housing issues, workspaces, and 
more. Third, there are also resources in the larger New York City area 
that may be of help to you (see especially the Dean of Students page 
under COVID-19 resources, providing stuff on food insecurity and 
unemployment). On our course website, I have a listing of these 
resources under Community Resources—but don’t be shy about 

 
2 Adapted from Dr. Brooke Schreiber’s Writing I syllabus. 
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reaching out to me about getting in touch with any organization or 
person and I can try to help. 
 
Academic honesty3 
The goal of this class is to improve your writing, and cheating in any 
form undermines your efforts to learn. Most importantly, as your 
instructor, I am interested in your own, original work, and in your 
own, individual effort; both should be yours, not someone else’s. 
Academic writing practices vary across cultures, and I will teach you 
how to use others’ words in your writing in a way that is appropriate 
for the American academic culture; this process may take some time, 
and it is easy to make mistakes.   
 
However, intentional plagiarism or cheating on assignments and 
quizzes will not be tolerated. I am required by Baruch College to report 
any and all cases of academic dishonesty to the Dean of Students 
whose office keeps a record of such offenses. You will receive an F for 
a plagiarized assignment, an F for any copied homework or quiz, and 
in the most serious cases, an F for the course; you will be dropped and 
forced to repeat the course. 
 
Baruch College’s Academic Honesty website states that “Plagiarism is 
the act of presenting another person’s ideas, research or writing as 
your own, such as: 
 

▪ Copying another person’s actual words without the use of 
quotation marks and footnotes 

▪ Presenting another person’s ideas or theories in your own words 
without acknowledging them 

▪ Using information that is not considered common knowledge 
without acknowledging the source 
  

If you ever have any questions or concerns about plagiarism, please 
ask me. You can also check out the online plagiarism tutorial prepared 
by members of the Newman Library faculty 

 
3 Adapted from Dr. Brooke Schreiber’s Writing I syllabus. 



at https://blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/newmanreference/2016/02/03/plagi
arism-tutorial-and-quiz/ 
  
Enrollment & Withdrawal4 
As the instructor, I can offer advice about enrollment, but ultimately 
you are responsible for making all decisions regarding your 
enrollment status. Should you decide to withdraw from this course, 
you must drop via CUNYFirst. If you are failing the course and do not 
officially withdraw, you will receive a final grade of F. 
 
Email Communication Policy 
Like you, I am also expected to check my email on a regular basis. 
Therefore, I should usually have a response to you within 24-48 hours. 
I review my email fairly regularly from about 9:00am to about 
4:30pm, Mondays to Fridays. Usually I work Saturday and/or Sunday, 
so one of those days I should be checking email at some point. Please 
also know that there may be some days where I have meetings or 
other obligations that prevent me from responding to you within the 
day you send the email. This year, you never know what might be 
going on in any given day (especially with 2 small kids!). Just know I 
will get back to you as soon as I can, usually within 24-48 hours. 
 
Classroom Climate Policy5 
While I encourage an open debate on any number of topics in my 
classes, we will refrain in our discussions and writing from personal 
attacks and abusive language generally. We will not make disparaging 
comments about another's appearance, gender, race, ethnicity, sexual 
orientation, disability, age, or anything else that dehumanizes anyone 
inside or outside of our class. We will try, as best we can, to abide by 
the following practices of ethical argumentation: 
 
 
 

 
4 Adapted from Dr. Brooke Schreiber’s Writing I syllabus. 
5 Permission to use and adapt from Dr. John Duffy, University Writing Program, University of 

Notre Dame. 

https://blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/newmanreference/2016/02/03/plagiarism-tutorial-and-quiz/
https://blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/newmanreference/2016/02/03/plagiarism-tutorial-and-quiz/


• Honesty. We will make arguments based on what we understand 
to be the truth of the case, consistent with our experience of it, 
and we will avoid deliberate deception, distortion, and 
equivocation. 

• Accountability. We will support our claims with good reasons, 
the best evidence available to us. 

• Intellectual Generosity. We will listen carefully, thoughtfully, 
and respectfully to the other side in arguments. We will endeavor 
to understand others’ views before arguing against them. 

• Intellectual Humility. We will acknowledge the possibility that 
in any argument we might be wrong. If we find we are wrong, 
we will readily acknowledge it. 

• Intellectual Courage. We will speak clearly and forcefully, when 
necessary, for ideas or persons that may be unpopular. We will 
try to find the courage to speak for the weak before the strong, 
the outsider before the insider, the just before the unjust, the 
afflicted before the comfortable.  

• Judgment. We will work to develop the wisdom to know which 
ethical practices of argument apply in which situations, and how 
to apply these practices in ways that contribute to the common 
good of the class. 

 

Course Schedule 
 

The schedule can be found on our course website (not Blackboard) at: 
https://blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/eng2100fall2020libertz/?page_id=30 

 

It will be updated periodically. Though I will always notify you of 
when the schedule is updated, you should still check the schedule 
regularly. 

https://blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/eng2100fall2020libertz/?page_id=30

