
ENG 2850H [JMWH] – Fall 2020  

Prof. Matt Eatough <Matthew.Eatough@baruch.cuny.edu>         

Class Sessions: Prerecorded Lectures M/W; Small-Group Zoom Discussions W 12:25pm- 

 2:05pm 

Office Hours: M 12:00pm-2:00pm, or by appointment 

 

 

Great Works of Literature II 
 

 

Required Texts: 

 

 Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart   (Anchor; ISBN 0385474547) 

 Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness   (Oxford; ISBN 0199536015)  
 Cristina Rivera Garza, The Iliac Crest  (Feminist Press; ISBN 1558614354) 

  

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

This course introduces you to a selection of literature from the late 1800s to the present, covering 

a number of major literary genres and examining works from around the world. Over the course 

of the semester, we will study the historical and cultural contexts of the pieces we read while also 

learning about literary themes, techniques, and terminology. We will also focus on several of the 

larger literary and cultural developments that have shaped drama, poetry, and fiction over the last 

hundred and fifty years: the rise and fall of European imperialism, the “experimental” turn in 

literature and the arts, the growth of non-Western literatures, and the emergence of new literary 

forms. Without these developments, literature as we know it would not exist; and we will spend 

much of the semester examining how these phenomena have made world literature what it is 

today. 

 

As we study these broad developments, we will pay particular attention to how each of our texts 

imagines what a “world” is. As we will quickly see, the “world” in “world literature” is not a 

single, stable object, but is instead a shifting concept that is constantly open to debate, critique, 

and revision. Different cultures, time periods, and authors often possess vastly different ideas 

about what the world is and how it works, which can make it hard to establish a working 

definition of what exactly the world is. To this end, we will examine how literature helps us to 

coherently define the concept of “world,” as well as how these definitions are used within a 

variety of cultural and historical settings. What difference does it make if one characterizes the 

world as a series of complementary pairs (man/woman, urban/rural, English/Irish), as William 

Butler Yeats does, or if one sees the world as a single capitalist system, as George Bernard Shaw 

does? In what ways do imperial writers such as Joseph Conrad imagine the world differently 

than postcolonial writers like Chinua Achebe? And how have more recent writers used 

experimental techniques to create new, fantastical worlds in their fiction? 

 

 

 



LEARNING GOALS 

 

By the end of the semester, students will develop: 

 

• The ability to interpret meaning in literary texts by paying close attention to an author’s 

choice of detail, vocabulary, and style; 

• The ability to discuss the relationship between different genres of literary texts and the 

multicultural environments from which they spring; 

• Increased confidence in offering a critical evaluation and appreciation of a literary work’s 

strengths and limitations; 

• Increased confidence in the oral presentation of ideas; and 

• Increased ability to write critical essays employing a strong thesis statement, appropriate 

textual citations, and contextual and inter-textual evidence for your ideas. 

 

 

GRADING 

 

Your final grade in this course will be determined by a number of activities, including two major 

papers, a midterm exam, six small-group assignments, and class participation. For each of these 

activities, you will be graded on an A to F scale, with A representing excellent work, B above 

average work, C average work, D below average work, and F unacceptable work.  In the event of 

LATE WORK, I will dock you a third of a letter grade for EACH day after the deadline it 

is received.   

 

As a general rule, I do not grant extensions, but if you know well in advance that you have a 

conflict with a certain due date, please let me know as soon as possible so that we can work out 

an alternate schedule.   

 

The contribution of each element of class toward your final grade is as follows: 

 

 Paper #1: 25% 

 Paper #2: 30% 

 Midterm Exam: 20% 

 Small-Group Assignments: 20% 

 Class Participation: 5% 

 

 

Written Assignments: All writing assignments, including both major papers and shorter writing 

assignments, should be typed and formatted according to MLA style.  MLA guidelines specify 

that papers should be typed in 12-point font, doubled-spaced, and with one-inch margins on all 

sides.  Quotations should be identified at the end of the sentence through the use of a 

parenthetical including the author’s last name and the page number corresponding to the quote, 

e.g., (Smith 100).  Your paper should also include a works cited page that lists the full 

bibliographical details for each text quoted in the paper.  For any questions about MLA 

formatting, see the MLA Handbook for Research Papers, 7th edition; or you may find a brief 

overview of MLA style at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/. 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/


Formal Papers (55 points): You will be asked to write two 5-7 page essays over the course of 

the semester.  Each essay should develop a unique argument about one or more of our class texts, 

and should demonstrate all of the central characteristics of a strong literary essay (e.g., a clear, 

argumentative thesis, close readings of literary texts to support that thesis, and a coherent 

organizational structure).  For each essay, I will provide you with a set of general topic areas that 

you might investigate, but you will also have the option to explore an alternative topic of your 

own choosing.  I will also provide you with the option of revising and resubmitting your first 

essay for a new grade; you may resubmit this essay two times between when I hand the essays 

back and the end of the semester. 

 

 

Midterm Exam (20 points): Your midterm will be a take-home exam due on Monday, 

November 9th. The exam will cover everything up to that point on the syllabus, and will consist 

of a series of short answer questions. These questions will ask you to define and/or explain key 

terms, literary movements, and historical events. There will be no identifications. The point of 

this exam is to evaluate your familiarity with the themes and ideas we have explored in class, not 

to test the limits of your memory. 

 

 

Small-Group Assignments (20 points): At the beginning of the semester, I will be splitting the 

class into three 6-person groups. These groups will meet over Zoom every other Wednesday 

to discuss our current reading. As part of the preparation for these sessions, I will assign a small-

group activity that should be completed no later than the Monday prior to our Zoom meeting. 

These activities will range in nature depending on our unit, and will include annotations for 

poems, rewriting of dense pieces of prose fiction, peer-reviews of essay drafts, and answers to 

discussion questions. For the most part, these activities will completed using Google Docs 

(though some assignments will use other platforms.) 

 

 

Class Participation (5 points): Class participation covers a range of related areas: regular 

attendance at scheduled Zoom meetings; promptness; completion of the day’s reading; frequent 

participation during Zoom meetings; and keeping up with the prerecorded lectures. 

 

In order to be prepared to participate during our scheduled Zoom sessions, you should bring a 

copy of the day’s reading to class along with notes on that reading.  Rhetorical analysis 

requires active reading, and the best way to do so is to jot down your thoughts while reading. 

 

 

Quizzes: Although I have not scheduled any quizzes on this syllabus, I do reserve the right to 

give periodic pop quizzes. Please note in particular that I am able to see the number of views 

for our class lectures. If the number of views is regularly falling short of the number of enrolled 

students, I will be forced to assign comprehension quizzes for the lectures. 

 

 

 

 



COURSE POLICIES 

 

Lectures and Class Discussions: Each week, you will asked to either: 1) view two sets of 

lectures (one set on Monday, and one set on Wednesday); or 2) view one set of lectures (posted 

on Monday) and attend a 30-minute discussion section on Wednesday. In general, we will 

stagger these options week-by-week, so that every other week you will be attending a Zoom 

meeting in lieu of our usual Wednesday lecture. (Please check the course schedule for a complete 

listing of lecture and discussion times.) 

 

The prerecorded lectures will be uploaded to Blackboard by the end of the day on 

Sunday/Tuesday, and will be available for you to view first thing on Monday/Wednesday. When 

possible, lectures will be broken up into a series of shorter lectures for your convenience. For 

example: for our second day of class on Monday, August 31, there will be two separate lectures 

posted to Blackboard/YouTube—a longer one on Irish history and the Celtic Revival, and a 

shorter one on William Butler Yeats. You should watch both of these lectures in their entirety, 

but you are welcome to go at your own pace so long as you are caught up by the end of each 

week. 

 

Discussion sections will be determined based on the preferences indicated on your course 

information sheet (see attached document). There will be three possible times to choose from: 

1) Wednesdays, 12:25pm-12:55pm; 2) Wednesdays, 1:00pm-1:30pm; and 3) Wednesdays, 

1:35pm-2:05pm. On days when we are scheduled to meet in small-groups, I will send out an 

email with a meeting invite that will include the Zoom link for our session. (I will also post the 

information to the Announcements tab on our class Blackboard site.) Please note that you only 

need to attend the discussion time for your assigned group. In the interval between sessions, I 

will clear the room and then begin admitting students currently in the Zoom waiting room (see 

“Zoom Protocols” below). 

 

You should also note that you will be asked to complete a group assignment on the Monday 

prior to our discussion (see section on “Small-Group Assignments” under “GRADING”). And 

on weeks when we have discussion sections, please make sure that you are all caught up on 

lectures by the time that we meet in small-group. 

 

 

Zoom Protocols: We will be using Zoom for our small-group discussions. As many of you will 

be aware, Zoom is far from an ideal learning technology, but as of now it’s the best we have. I 

will be utilizing a waiting room for all Zoom sessions, so you should plan on arriving at least 2 

minutes early for all small-group discussions. (This will enable me to admit all students prior to 

the start of the class period.) 

 

When you are in the Zoom session, please make sure to mute your microphone when you are 

not talking. As for the video feed, you are welcome to either leave it on, turn it off, or put up a 

background—whatever you are most comfortable with. (If you would like to keep your video 

muted, I would recommend using a headshot in its place. This makes it easier for me to keep 

track of who is speaking.) 



Optional WhatsApp Group: In order to help facilitate communication, I will be setting up a 

class group-chat on WhatsApp. This group-chat is entirely optional, and will mostly consist of 

announcements about the class (all of which I will also be sending out over email). It will also 

give you an additional means of communication with me, in case you are having problems 

accessing any of our course materials (or need to speak with me about an urgent matter). If you 

would like to be added to the group, I ask that you email me your name and number and ask to 

be added to the group. 

 

 

Attendance: As a discussion-oriented course, the effectiveness of this class is dependent upon 

your regular attendance at our small-group sessions, both for the benefit of the class as a whole 

and for your own personal development. I will allow you ONE unexcused absence over the 

course of the semester—no questions asked. If you miss more than one session, I will lower 

your overall grade by 5 points for EVERY extra unexcused absence. (For example: if you 

miss two small-group discussions, and you currently have a 95 in the class, your final grade 

would drop from a 95 to a 90. If you missed a third session, the grade would drop to an 85, etc.) 

 

 

Academic Integrity Policy: Baruch College’s policy on Academic Honesty states, in part: 

 

“Academic dishonesty is unacceptable and will not be tolerated. Cheating, 

forgery, plagiarism and collusion in dishonest acts undermine the college's 

educational mission and the students' personal and intellectual growth. Baruch 

students are expected to bear individual responsibility for their work, to learn the 

rules and definitions that underlie the practice of academic integrity, and to 

uphold its ideals. Ignorance of the rules is not an acceptable excuse for disobeying 

them. Any student who attempts to compromise or devalue the academic process 

will be sanctioned.” 

 

Plagiarism is the act the act of presenting another person's ideas, research or writing as your 

own, such as: 

 

• Copying another person's actual words without the use of quotation marks and footnotes 

(a functional limit is four or more words taken from the work of another) 

• Presenting another person's ideas or theories in your own words without acknowledging 

them 

• Using information that is not considered common knowledge without acknowledging the 

source 

• Failure to acknowledge collaborators on homework and laboratory assignment 

 

Cases of plagiarism will be reported to the Dean of Students and will result in an automatic F on 

the assignment.  Instructors have access to the same materials, Internet and otherwise, as students 

do; please keep this in mind when writing your papers.  Always acknowledge your sources for 

work that is not your own.  If you have any questions regarding plagiarism and what constitutes 

it, please see or talk to me BEFORE handing in your paper.  Any instance of plagiarism, 

accidental or otherwise, will be treated as such as soon as I have received the paper. 



Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: Baruch has a continuing commitment to 

providing reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities. Like so many things this 

fall, the need for accommodations and the process for arranging them have been altered by 

COVID-19 and the safety protocols currently in place. Students with disabilities who may need 

some accommodation in order to fully participate in this class should contact 

Student Disability Services as soon as possible at disability.services@baruch.cuny.edu. 

 

 

Instructor Availability: I am available to speak with students during my office hours, which are 

on Mondays from 12:00pm to 2:00pm (over Zoom). You may email me to set up an appointment 

during office hours or simply stop by to chat.  If you do not have an appointment time, meetings 

will take place on a first-come, first-serve basis.  If you cannot make my office hours but would 

like to meet with me, please email me to schedule an appointment at an alternate time. 

 

 

Email Policy: You are welcome to contact me via email with any questions you may have about 

the course.  Please allow me at least 24-48 hours to respond to your email.  I also ask that you 

treat your emails to me as professional communications and address them in a formal manner 

(E.g., “Dear Prof. Eatough, I was hoping you could answer x question and/or help me with y.  

Sincerely/thanks/etc., Student Z.”)  If you have any questions about how to compose a formal 

email, a good – though somewhat snarky – guide can be found at 

http://mleddy.blogspot.com/2005/01/how-to-e-mail-professor.html. 

 

In addition, I ask that you check your Baruch email DAILY for announcements, schedule 

changes, assignments, etc. 

 

 

ON WRITING 

 

I highly encourage you to take advantage of the Writing Center while composing and revising 

your papers. This fall, all appointments will be held online, by video, audio, or text-only chat. To 

set up an appointment, visit their website at https://blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/writingcenter/. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:disability.services@baruch.cuny.edu
http://mleddy.blogspot.com/2005/01/how-to-e-mail-professor.html
https://blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/writingcenter/


COURSE SCHEDULE* 

* Subject to change, with advance notice 

 

All assignments should be completed PRIOR to the day for which they are assigned. 

 

(x) = Reading uploaded to Blackboard. 

 

 

Date Unit Materials 

Due 

 

Reading Assignments Lectures/Class 

Discussion 

 

Wednesday, 

8/26 

Introductions  1) Read syllabus 

 

Attend 

Introductory 

Zoom Session 

Monday,  

8/31 

Nationalism 

and 

Literature: 

The Irish 

Literary 

Revival 

 1) W. B. Yeats, “The 

Celtic Element in 

Literature” (x) 

 

 

View Lectures: 

 

1) Ireland and 

the Celtic 

Revival 

 

2) W. B. Yeats, 

the Anglo-Irish, 

and the Revival 

Wednesday, 

9/2 

  1) W. B. Yeats, “The 

Stolen Child” (x)  

 

2) W. B. Yeats, “Easter, 

1916” (x) 

 

View Lectures: 

 

1) Yeats’s 

“Celtic Element 

in Literature” 

 

2) Yeats’s “The 

Stolen Child” 

Wednesday, 

9/9 

 Small-

Group 

Assignment 

#1 due on 

MONDAY, 

9/7 

2) Yeats poems, continued 

 

 

 

Attend Small-

Group Zoom 

Sessions 



Monday, 

9/14 

  1) George Bernard Shaw, 

Preface to John Bull’s 

Other Island (x) 

 

2) George Bernard Shaw, 

John Bull’s Other Island, 

Acts I and II (x) 

 

 

 

View Lectures: 

 

1) GBS and the 

Fabian Society: 

The Socialist 

Case Against the 

Celtic Revival 

 

2) GBS’s John 

Bull’s other 

Island, Lecture 

1 

Wednesday, 

9/16 

  1) John Bull’s Other 

Island, Acts III and IV (x)  

 

View Lecture: 

 

1) GBS’s John 

Bull’s other 

Island, Lecture 

2 

Monday, 

9/21 

 Small-

Group 

Assignment 

#2 due on 

MONDAY, 

9/21 

1) John Bull’s Other 

Island, continued 

 

2) Begin reading Joseph 

Conrad, Heart of 

Darkness, Part I 

View Lecture: 

 

1) GBS’s John 

Bull’s other 

Island, Lecture 

3 

Wednesday, 

9/23 

 

The “New 

Imperialism” 

and Modern 

Literature 

 1) Joseph Conrad, Heart 

of Darkness, Part I 

Attend Small-

Group Zoom 

Sessions 

Tuesday, 

9/29 

  1) Adam Hochschild, 

“Where There Ain’t No 

Ten Commandments” 

from King Leopold’s 

Ghost (x)  

 

2) Joseph Conrad, 

“Preface to The Nigger of 

the ‘Narcissus’” (x) 

 

 

View Lectures: 

 

1) The New 

Imperialism and 

the Imperial 

Romance 

 

2) Joseph 

Conrad and 

Modernism 



Wednesday, 

9/30 

  1) Heart of Darkness, Part 

II 

View Lecture: 

 

1) Joseph 

Conrad’s Heart 

of Darkness, 

Lecture 1 

Monday, 

10/5 

 Small-

Group 

Assignment 

#3 due on 

MONDAY, 

10/5 

1) Heart of Darkness, Part 

III 

View Lecture: 

 

1) Joseph 

Conrad’s Heart 

of Darkness, 

Lecture 2 

Wednesday, 

10/7 

Paper 

Workshop 

 

 1) Read Sample Essays 

and Complete Attached 

Worksheet 

Attend Small-

Group Zoom 

Sessions  

Wednesday, 

10/14 

Africa 

Writes Back: 

Responses to 

Imperial 

Literature 

 

Paper #1 

Due on 

WED. 10/14 

1) Chinua Achebe, “An 

Image of Africa: Racism 

in Conrad’s Heart of 

Darkness” (x) 

 

2) Begin reading Chinua 

Achebe, Things Fall Apart 

 

View Lecture: 

 

1) Decolonizing 

Literature: The 

Heinemann 

African Writers 

Series 

 

Monday, 

10/19 

 

  1) Things Fall Apart, pp. 

3-74 

View Lecture: 

 

1) Chinua 

Achebe’s Things 

Fall Apart, 

Lecture 1 

Wednesday, 

10/21 

  1) Things Fall Apart, pp. 

75-109 

View Lecture: 

 

1) Writing 

College 

Literature 

Essays 

Monday, 

10/26 

 Small-

Group 

Assignment 

#4 due on 

MONDAY, 

10/5 

1) Things Fall Apart, pp. 

110-167 

View Lecture: 

 

1) Chinua 

Achebe’s Things 

Fall Apart, 

Lecture 2 



Wednesday, 

10/28 

  1) Things Fall Apart, 168-

end 

Attend Small-

Group Zoom 

Sessions 

Monday, 

11/2 

Experimental 

Fiction from 

Latin 

America 

 

 1) Jorge Luis Borges, 

“The Library of Babel” 

(x) 

 

2) Jorge Luis Borges, 

“The Garden of Forking 

Paths” (x) 

 

View Lectures: 

 

1) The Latin 

American 

Literary Boom 

 

2) Jorge Luis 

Borges’s 

“Library of 

Babel” 

Wednesday, 

11/4 

Midterm 

Review 

 

 No assigned reading Attend Zoom 

Session with 

ENTIRE 

CLASS 

[12:25PM-

2:05PM] 

 

Monday, 

11/9 

 Midterm 

Exam due 

on 

MONDAY, 

11/9 

 

1) Borges stories, 

continued 

View Lecture: 

 

1) Jorge Luis 

Borges’s 

“Garden of 

Forking Paths” 

Wednesday, 

11/11 

  1) Julio Cortázar, “House 

Taken Over” (x) 

 

2) Julio Cortázar, 

“Axolotl” (x) 

View Lectures: 

 

1) Julio Cortázar 

and the Boom 

 

2) Julio 

Cortázar’s 

“House Taken 

Over” 

Monday, 

11/16 

 Small-

Group 

Assignment 

#5 due on 

MONDAY, 

11/16 

1) Cortázar stories, 

continued 

View Lecture: 

 

1) Julio 

Cortázar’s 

“Axolotl” 



Wednesday, 

11/18 

   

 

Attend Small-

Group Zoom 

Sessions 

Monday, 

11/23 

The Latin 

American 

Gothic 

 1) Amparo Dávila, “The 

Houseguest” (x) 

 

2) Amparo Dávila, 

“Moses and Gaspar” (x) 

View Lectures: 

 

1) The Domestic 

Gothic 

 

2) Amparo 

Dávila’s 

“Houseguest” 

 

3) Amparo 

Dávila’s “Moses 

and Gaspar” 

Monday, 

11/30 

Women, 

Experimental 

Fiction, and 

Literary 

History 

Small-

Group 

Assignment 

#6 due on 

MONDAY, 

11/30 

1) Cristina Rivera Garza, 

The Iliac Crest 

 

[Note: Make sure to 

read Rivera Garza’s 

introduction. It is 

essential to 

understanding the 

novel, which may 

be confusing if you 

are not familiar with 

the text’s historical 

background.] 

 

View Lectures: 

 

1) “Counter-

Canons: The 

Creation of a 

Woman’s 

Tradition of 

Writing” 

 

2) Cristina 

Rivera Garza’s 

Iliac Crest, 

Lecture 1 

 

Wednesday, 

12/2 

  1) The Iliac Crest, 

continued 

Attend Small-

Group Zoom 

Sessions 

Monday, 

12/7 

  1) The Iliac Crest, 

continued 

View Lecture: 

 

1) Cristina 

Rivera Garza’s 

Iliac Crest, 

Lecture 2 

 

Wednesday, 

12/9 

Conclusions 

 

 1) The Iliac Crest, 

continued 

Attend Zoom 

Session with 

ENTIRE 

CLASS 

[12:25PM-

2:05PM] 



 

*** Paper #2 due on Wednesday, December 16th at 11:59pm. NO EXCEPTIONS. 


