
 Professor Grace Schulman – Poetry 3640 Office Hours: T-Th One hour before class, on Zoom      

 

POETRY 3640, THE ELEMENTS OF POETRY: PRESENTING SUBJECT MATTER  

 

REQUIRED: 

 

(1) Paper textbook: X. J. Kennedy, ed. An Introduction to Poetry, 13th edition. (Longman, paperback.) ISBN 

9780205686124. 

 

(2) For additional poems, access to PoetryFoundation.org  

 

(3) Any paper or online dictionary of the English language 

 

Online platforms for this course:  

     

    (i)   Zoom. 

    (ii)  Email, Grace.Schulman@baruch.cuny.edu  

    (iv) Blogs at Baruch. 

 

This course will be entirely synchronous, consisting of in-class meetings, plus homework assignments. 

 

 THE AIM: This is a course in mastering language to express your deepest thoughts. That mastery involves 

words, sounds, syllables, music. The course will train you, also, in the art of metaphor -- that is, to find your own 

poetic voice by perceiving worldly objects and things.   You will find your best expression by learning how major 

poets, such as Shakespeare, Whitman, Dickinson, Langston Hughes, Gwendolyn Brooks, Wang Wei, convey their 

thoughts and passions. 

 

 Here’s how it works:  Each week, on Thursday before class, you will hand in either an assigned poem of 

your own or a 2-page paper about a poem, both on a given topic. The poem will be guided by a model from your 

textbook. You will send one copy of your poem to me on email and post this poem on Blogs at Baruch.The class 

will critique your poem on Blogs at Baruch and on Zoom,  and their comments will help in the crucial process of 

revision.  

 

 If I receive your work by the appointed time, I will read it swiftly,  provide extensive comments and a 

grade by email. If your work is tardy, see #10, below.  

 

 I will read and answer emails ONLY on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

  

 Reading poems of acknowledged excellence is essential to writing poetry, and your responses will be 

trained by practice. In take-home papers, take-home exercises, and classroom response essays, you will learn to read 

poetry in ways that will enable you to write good poems.  

 

             EVALUATION: There will be a midterm and an end-of-term in-class essay on the reading assigned. Also 

at midterm, for class presentation, each student will choose a poem of his/her choice from the textbook anthology to 

recite on Zoom. Grades will be based on attendance, punctuality, response essays, take-home poems and essays, 

classroom participation, and homework assignments recited in class. See Course Requirements, below. 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

 

1.  Attendance is required. Punctuality is required. More than four absences qualify a student for a WU grade. Late 

is defined as arriving after the roll has been taken. Two late arrivals count as one absence. During the first month, 

three absences or five lates will automatically result in a WU grade. In case a WU is not given, the GRADE WILL 

BE LOWERED ONE FULL LETTER FOR MORE THAN FOUR ABSENCES OR MORE THAN SIX LATE 

ARRIVALS OR ANY COMBINATION OF THE TWO. Absence is no excuse for missed work. 

 

2. Lateness of more than 15 minutes will be counted as absence. 



Leaving Zoom for more than 20 minutes will be counted as absence. 

 

3. Physician’s notes are not usually considered proper documentation for absence. 

 

4. Preparation for all classes. Grades depend on it. 

 

5. Textbooks (or photocopies of assigned texts) must be brought to all classes. Dictionaries must be available..  

 

7. Assignments must be submitted on time, meaning before class begins on the date due. 

 

8. In computing midterm and final grades, I will weigh heavily the nature and degree of class participation. 

 

9. Writing assignments:  One take-home assignment every week. It will usually be a poem on a topic to be given, 

guided by a model poem from textbook, copies posted for the class. Or it may be a 2-page paper, no copies, on a 

poem, topic to be assigned. KEEP ALL OF YOUR GRADED PAPERS, my comments on them, and bring them to 

discuss written work. Keep all homework, in-class writing. 

 

10. Students will also be required to make a brief presentation one of the poets  assigned for reading. This 

presentation may be enhanced by the Share Screen feature on Zoom.  

 

11. Side conversations are distracting and can cause students to miss important work addressed to the whole class. 

For this reason, the Chat feature on Zoom will be turned off except when used for all-class lessons. 

 

12. Late papers (for take-home assignments) will be read and returned, but not until the following grading period.  

Write “LATE” on late papers, and give “DATE ASSIGNED” and “DATE SUBMITTED.”  DO NOT ASK FOR 

PAPERS IF THEY ARE LATE, OR IF YOU’VE HAD TO BE ABSENT WHEN PAPERS ARE RETURNED. 

They will be given to you when the next batch of assignments is returned to the entire class. Absence is no excuse 

for a late paper. For emergencies only you are allowed two late take-home papers. 

 

13. Plagiarism is an academic crime punishable by (1) automatic failure from the course, and (2) a permanent 

demerit on record. 

 

14. There will be no incompletes. 

 

15. Each student is expected to confer with me about finished, graded work several times during the semester. This 

will happen during office hours, and also by emails. 

 

Grades are computed as follows:  

 

Attendance, punctuality, in-class participation, punctuality of take-home assignments,     

            35% 

 

In-class response essays, homework recited in class, memorizations, midterm and final              

            35%  

 

Quality of written assignments:    30% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


