
 

 

English 3025 

American Literature Survey II 
 

Professor John Brenkman 

john.brenkman@baruch.cuny.edu 

 

Zoom office hours: by appointment 

 

 

Course description 
 

Americans are in the midst of debate and soul-searching, protest and backlash, 

accusations and apologies, confrontations and violence, regarding race, the legacy of slavery, 

entrenched inequalities before the law, and economic inequities grounded in race and 

ethnicity. Not since the Civil Rights and Black Power movements of the 1960s have issues of 

race and racism been so prominent in public discourse and political argument.  

The traditional purview of this course is the history of American literature after the 

Civil War. In light of the current ferment in American society and of the fact that the Civil 

War brought an end to slavery but not to racism and racial inequality, this semester we will 

focus on a series of major works of fiction and nonfiction, by African American and white 

writers, that attempt to excavate and illuminate the promise of equality and the ordeal of 

inequality in the century and a half since the Emancipation Proclamation.  

 

Primary texts 
 

Mark Twain, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (Penguin Classics) (1884/1885) 

ISBN 978-0-141-43964-8 

W.E.B. Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk (Penguin Classics) (1903) 

ISBN 978-0-14-018998-8 

F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Great Gatsby (Scribner) (1925) 

ISBN 978-0743273565 

Nella Larsen, Quicksand (Martino Publishing) (1928) 

ISBN 978-1-891396-99-1 

William Faulkner, The Sound and the Fury (Vintage) (1929) 

ISBN 978-0-679-73224-2 

James Baldwin, The Fire Next Time (Vintage) (1963) 

ISBN 978-0679744726 

Toni Morrison, Jazz (Vintage) (1992) 

ISBN 978-1400076215  

— You are encouraged (though not required) to acquire, new or used, these 

specific editions of the works. That will not only facilitate references to passages during 

class discussions but also, and more importantly, contribute to your personal library of 

essential works of American literature. 

 — Additional readings may be assigned during the semester and provided 

electronically. 

 

mailto:john.brenkman@baruch.cuny.edu


Syllabus 
 

Note: Most weeks the whole class will meet on Zoom on Tuesdays, 5:50-7:05. The 

class will be divided into four small groups (A, B, C, D). On most Thursdays, two of 

the groups will meet on Zoom for 30 minutes each while the other two groups will be 

assigned a blog post on the following Tuesday’s readings. 

 

8/27 Introduction 

 

9/1 Frederick Douglass and Abraham Lincoln 

9/3 Douglass and Lincoln 

 

9/8 Mark Twain, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 

9/10 Zoom: A (5:50) B (6:25) 

 Blog (Twain): Mon. noon: C 

   Tues. noon: D 

 

9/15 Twain 

9/17 Zoom: C (5:50) D (6:25) 

 Blog (Du Bois): Mon. noon: A 

      Tues. noon: B  

 

9/22 W.E.B. Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk 

9/24 Zoom: A (5:50) B (6:25) 

 Blog (Du Bois): Wed. noon: D 

      Thurs. noon: C  

 

9/29 No class (Monday schedule) 

10/1 Du Bois 

 

10/6 F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Great Gatsby  

10/8 Zoom: C (5:50) D (6:25) 

 Blog (Fitzgerald): Mon. noon: B 

         Tues. noon: A 

 

10/13 Fitzgerald 

10/15 Zoom: A (5:50) B (6:25) 

 Blog (Larsen): Mon. noon: C 

   Tues. noon: D 

 

10/20 Nella Larsen, Quicksand 

10/22 Zoom: A, B, C, D 

 

10/27 William Faulkner, The Sound and the Fury 

10/29 Zoom: C (5:50) D (6:25) 

 Blog (Faulkner): Mon. noon: A 

        Tues. noon: B 

 

11/3 Faulkner 

11/5 Zoom: A (5:50) B (6:25) 



 Blog (Baldwin): Mon. noon: D 

       Tues. noon: C 

 

11/10 James Baldwin, The Fire Next Time 

11/12 Zoom: C (5:50) D (6:25) 

 Blog (Baldwin): Mon. noon: B 

       Tues. noon: A   

 

11/17 Baldwin 

11/19 Zoom: A (5:50) B (6:25) 

 Blog (Morrison): Mon. noon: C 

         Tues. noon: D 

 

11/24 Toni Morrison, Jazz 

11/26 THANKSGIVING BREAK 

 

12/1 Morrison 

12/3 Zoom: A, B, C, D 

 Blog (Morrison): A,B,C,D 

 

12/8 Morrison (last class) 

12/10 No class: Re-Reading Day 

 

Tuesday, 12/15: Final Paper due 

 

 

Requirements, percentage of Final Grade 
 

25% Class participation 

25% Blog posts (300-500 words each) (S/U) 

15% Du Bois paper (5 pp.) (October 6) 

35% Final paper (10-12 pp.) (December 15) 

 

Attendance 
  

If, for whatever reason, you are not able to attend a Zoom session (full class or small 

group), write a two-page paper on the reading for that day and email it to me before the next 

class. 

 

Zoom ground rules 
 

 On occasions when you need to turn your camera off, be sure to remain active in the 

discussion and prepared to be called on. If there is background noise at your location, simply 

“mute” your audio except when speaking.  

 

  



 

Intellectual Integrity 
 

Since this course’s requirements will be written work in the form of essays and blog posts, 

the most important aspect of academic honesty and intellectual integrity will involve 

avoiding plagiarism; knowing how properly to quote and paraphrase other writers’ work; and 

acknowledging sources, including those found on the internet. 

 

The foundation of respecting what others have written is to take pride in what you 

yourself write. The more you own your own words the more you will recognize and 

honor the words of others. 

 

I fully subscribe to Baruch College's policy on Academic Honesty, which states, in part:  

  

"Academic dishonesty is unacceptable and will not be tolerated. Cheating, forgery, 

plagiarism, and collusion in dishonest acts undermine the college's educational mission and 

the students' personal and intellectual growth. Baruch students are expected to bear individual 

responsibility for their work, to learn the rules and definitions that underlie the practice of 

academic integrity, and to uphold its ideals. Ignorance of the rules is not an acceptable excuse 

for disobeying them. Any student who attempts to compromise or devalue the academic 

process will be sanctioned." 

  

Academic sanctions in this class will range from an F on the assignment to a D or F for the 

semester. A report of suspected academic dishonesty will be sent to the Office of the Dean of 

Students. 

 

For further information and guidance on the College’s policy: 

https://www.baruch.cuny.edu/academic/academic_honesty.html 
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