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     Heading home is not Ed-
die Xu’s top priority; his main 
focus is to stay safe. 
     “Recently there has been 
a lot of violence in this neigh-
borhood, like the stabbing,” 
said Xu, senior. “I don’t feel 
safe, not at all.”
     Xu is referring to the re-
cent stabbing in front of the 
Ave. M train station on No-
vember 3rd. Even though 
the school and the neigh-
borhood is considered safe, 
it does have many Murrowi-
tes wondering how safe they 
really are once they leave 
the building.
      “After something like that 
happens, I just don’t feel 
safe,” said Nancy Weng, a 
freshman. “It could always 
happen again.”
    Junior Renee Lindenbaum 
said she feels there is no se-

curity outside the school area.
    “I’m so tense in this neigh-
borhood, any minute some-
one could attack me,” said 
Lindenbaum. 
  According to school offi -
cials, there is plenty of security 
in and outside the building.
 “Whenever we hear some-
thing from the kids, that 
there’s going to be a situa-
tion, we make sure that there 
are more of us around,” said 
Mr. Billy Maher, a dean. “And 
we notify the police so they 
could have a larger presence 
during dismissal.”
    There are indeed police of-
fi cers that patrol around the 
Ave. M station and across 
the street at Kolbert Park, 
but the further you walk 
away from school the more it 
seems you are on your own. 
   Due to current events, An-
nette Vera, a senior, fears of 
being the next victim espe-
cially when going home.

     “I feel that I could be in 
the wrong place at the wrong 
time,” said Vera. “I could be 
the next innocent bystander 
to a crime.”
     According the U.S. Census 
Bureau and FBI crime data in 
2010, the Midwood area did 
have the lowest crime rate in 
New York City. Nevertheless, it 

still has students concerned.
     “Now there are too many 
robberies and hate crimes,” 
said Lindenbaum. “I do think 
it was safe many years be-
fore [2010].” 
     Senior Cassie Maloney 
lives in the school’s vicinity 
and said she believes the 
neighborhood is safe.

     “The safety should be a 
bit higher in this neighbor-
hood because we’re near 
a high school, which auto-
matically makes the safety 
higher,” said Maloney.
  According to Weng, 
there are ways for her to 
stay safe.
    “I just keep to my own 
business,” she said. “I 
don’t get involved with oth-
er people’s businesses.”
    The Dean’s offi ce shares 
the basic advice to stay safe.
    “Always keep [your] eyes 
open and keep your valu-
ables in your bag,” said Ms. 
Susana Giberga, the AP of 

Administration and Security. 
  Ms. Giberga said students 
need to stay safe and smart.
    “We don’t live on a farm,” 
said Ms. Giberga. “Murrow 
kids need to stay alert, like 
every other person who lives 
in NYC.” 

Safety After Stabbing

Gettin’ the Slip 
and Slippin’ Away

 
 

    
     School aide Mr. Christian 
Fattorusso wasn’t too happy 
when he received his pink slip 
on the 23rd of September.  
    “It’s the fi rst time I’ve ever 
been laid off,” said Mr. Fat-
torusso, a Murrow school 
aide for 31/2 years. “This 
doesn’t feel good especially 
for the fact that I personally 
did nothing wrong.”
    Mr. Fattorusso is only 1 
of more than 700 school 
aides in 374 city schools that 
have been laid off due to the 
school budget cuts. 
     Three other Murrow school 
aides were also laid off. They 
include Ms. Julia Totillo, Ms. 
Sandra Leone and Ms. Mary 
Ellen Senia, who each were 
members of DC 37, the city’s 
largest union.
    The decision, made by the 
NYC DOE Chancellor Dennis M. 
Walcott, represents the largest 
single-agency staff reduction 
during the Mayor Michael R. 
Bloomberg’s administration. 
    According to school offi -
cials, there was nothing that 
could be done.
     “It was strictly a city
decision,” said Ms. Christine 
Ingordo, the school’s assis-
tant principal of administa-

tion. “It’s horrible because 
these are hard workers and 
they put in a lot of work and 
every one of them does a vi-
tal job in the school.” 
    Ms. Julia Totillo, who has 
been working as a health 
aide at Murrow since 1997, 
said she is extremely upset.
    “I am very upset and angry, 
but it is what it is,” she said.  
“There’s nothing I could re-
ally do about it. I don’t think 
this is fair especially be-
cause of the fact that I’ve 
been working as a school 
health aide for 14 years and                                         
I love my job.”
    Mr. Fattorusso, who was 
a former student, was very 
popular at the school and 
well known for being an 
artist and working well with 
the students. Mr. Fattorusso 
said he’ll have to survive 
with just a part-time job as 
a swim instructor.
    “(But this) job in the DOE 
was a stable job and you 
get a lot of benefits work-
ing for the city,” he said. 
    According to Totillo, she 
has been working at ?and 
she’s going to really miss 
working here. 
    “I’m just gonna see what 
happens, give it a little time 
and hopefully I get rehired,” 
Totillo added.

Students Go Chest-nuts

School Aides are being laid off 
across the city and at school

Some students say they no longer feel safe after school 

Murrowites are entering the school at a new entrance
  

     The doors on Chest-
nut Avenue are now open, 
which according to Principal 
Mr. Anthony Lodico and 
other school official mem-
bers, has helped alleviate 
crowding at the main en-
tranceway on East 17th 
street in the morning.
   The entrance, which is 
open from 7:30 to 8:20 
a.m., opened the third week 
of September. The entrance 
is not the only thing that is 
new -- there also two new 
scanners.    
     “The new machines are a 
lot faster, meaning they can 
process kids a lot faster,” 
said Mr. James Patsaricas, 
one of the deans.
   The other two entrance 
ways are on East 17th street 
and west of Chestnut Avenue.
     The idea of the new entrance-
way came from Mr. Patsaricas 
and former Assistant Principal 

of Security Mr. Nicholas Mele, 
who both came up with that 
proposal a few years ago. They 
brought it to Assistant Principal 
of Administration, Ms. Christine 
Ingordo’s attention who then 

favored the idea.
    “I thought it was a great 
idea,” said Ms. Ingordo. “The 
front was very congested 
and now the new entrance 
alleviates the crowding.”
    Whether it’s a coincidence 
or not, according to the at-

tendance record offi ce, more 
students are arriving on time 
and less late passes are giv-
en out. Compared to last year, 
there is a 50 percent improve-
ment in attendance.

   

“The main entrance was 
way too crowded,” said Mr. 
Patsaricas.“The adults, teach-
ers and visitors couldn’t get 
through. It blocked the school 
safety’s vision line of sight.”
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The scene of the stabbing by the Avenue M subway stati on.

Mr. Steven Romero directs a group of students.
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