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Annual Talent Shows are a Hit

(le! to right) Jon Farrell, Gerald Finn, Jorge Orgella, and  Blake Jackson per-
forms for the High School talent show.

     Seconds ticked by and the red 
chair remained balanced on Em-
ily Logan’s chin. Managing to put 
down the chair, she reached for a 
ladder. "e balancing act was not the 
only performance a gathered crowd 
viewed on March 10, the night of the 
third annual high school talent show.
   In the #rst act, sophomore 
Jennifer Krol, played “Impos-
sible” by Shontelle while sev-
eral in the audeince sang along. 
    Master of Ceremonies senior 
Shinece Bissessar then welcomed 
freshman Joe O’Hare. O’Hare got 
the audience chuckling with comic 
bits ranging from William Henry 
Harrison’s short presidency to his 
dad’s addiction to “Café World”.
     “He sets an alarm at four to wake 
up and feed virtual people. "is 
doesn’t make any sense to me. I 
mean, don’t these virtual people have 
virtual jobs that they have to virtu-
ally go to sleep for,” joked O’ Hare.     
     Harmonizing trio, sophomores 
Carmela Hopkins, Amanda Rov-
ello, and Sylvia Udoyi altertanted 
their voices to sing “Smash Into You”. 
     “We had to practice over and 
over until it was perfect,” said Rov-
ello. “It was nerve-wrecking but 
at the same time, it was exciting.”
     One band took center stage and 
wasted no time in stirring the crowd.
     “Are you ready fellas?” senior and 
lead singer Jay Finn asked his musi-

cal entourage of seniors Jonathan 
Farrell on guitar, Blake Jackson on 
bass and junior Jorge Orellana on 
drums. "e lead singer showed o$ his 
moves to the songs “Flagpole Sitta” 
and “Bang on the Drum All Day”.
     “It was thrilling to have been on-
stage,” said Finn. “It doesn’t matter that 
we didn’t win #rst place because we 
rocked the house, and it’s a shame that 
we won’t be here to perform next year.”
     Logan also riled the audience be-
ginning with a humorous attempt at 
spinning a plate. “Anybody want a 
hat?” she asked, placing the prop on 
the head of a grinning Mr. Wong.
      Acapella singer, senior She-
niqua Lambright sang “Like 
a Star” by Corrine Bailey Rae 
scatting towards the end.    
     Seniors Rebecca Moers, Miran-
da Harding, Christina Rocks, and 
Fallon Mullen danced to a med-
ley of songs from “Kung Fu Fight-
ing” to Michael Jackson’s “"riller”.
     Judged on talent ability, presen-
tation, and audience reaction, Em-
ily Logan was awarded third place, 
Jay Finn’s band received second, and 
Sheniqua Lambright won #rst place.
      “I was surprised. I didn’t think 
that I was going to win,” said Lam-
bright. “Singing is my favorite thing, 
and anytime that I’m able to do 
it, I’m happy. Also, it was my last 
time [singing at the talent show].”
   On having won third, Logan said, 
“It felt really awesome, but I couldn’t 
have done it without the encour-
agement of my senior friends.”

By Sudesh Rampersaud ‘16

Mrs. Jeanne 
Schi#ni

      Mrs. Jeanne Schi#ni, 6th grade math 
teacher, expressed her love of art and 
photography from a very young age.
     Mrs. Schi#ni o!en doodled in  
notebooks and recieved compli-
ments on her drawings. Eventu-
ally she decided to develop her ar-
tistic abilities and pursued a degree 
in Design and Communications.     
     “I enjoy art and photography, and 
I have actually helped students create 
their own websites for their own art 
and photography,” said Mrs. Schi#ni.
          

  Mr. Adam Bierman, eighth grade 
Spanish teacher, has many interests, 
talents and hobbies to share. Mr. 
Bierman enjoys soccer and used to 
play for an adult soccer league. He 
also enjoys playing video games in 
his spare time, speci#cally Xbox. Mr. 
Bierman’s interests include mixed 
martial arts, football (he  supports the 
New York Giants), Latin dancing with 
his wife, and creating his own mu-
sic. He  likes to sing and play a wide 
range of instruments including piano, 
guitar, drums, bass, and harmonica.
     “Before I became a teacher, 
to help pay for college tuition 
and books, I used to be a sub-
way musician,” said Mr. Bierman.

By Ana Solares ‘13

     Recently, twenty-#ve juniors 
received $500 for bringing their 
parents to a school meeting. 
     "is generous gi! was provided 
in the form of a 10-session Ka-
plan SAT Prep Course given by 
District #32 Councilman, Eric Ulrich. 
             Councilman Ulrich secured 
$9,000 in discretionary funding for 
SAT prep at each of the following 
high schools in the 32nd district: 
Scholars’ Academy, John Adams, 
Franklin K. Lane, Beach Channel, 
Robert H. Goddard H.S. of Commu-
nication Arts and Technology, and 
Channel View School for Research.
     “"is program is giving par-
ents and students the chance to re-
ceive the best SAT prep available 
in the most convenient location. I 
applaud Mr. O’Connell’s decision to 
spend this money on Kaplan Test 
Prep. Kaplan has a proven track re-
cord of success in preparing stu-
dents for the SAT and ACT exams. 
I believe that these courses will go a 
long way towards helping our young 
people gain admission to the col-

lege of their dreams,” said Ulrich. 
     College admission is becoming 
more competitive each year, primar-
ily due to more high school gradu-
ates than ever competing for seats 
in the freshman class. Also, a college 
education is increasingly seen as key 
to economic success in our society, 
just as a high school diploma was 
once the minimum requirement.
     “With the current downturn in the 
economy, many students are elect-
ing to go to college instead of going 
directly into the work force. Many 
students who, in more prosperous 
times, would have gone to private uni-
versities are making city universities 
their top choice. As a result, college 
admissions, particularly city and state 
universities, are much more com-
petitive,” said AP English Language 
and Composition teacher, Mr. Wong.
     "e SAT, made up of 10 sections 
(a 25-minute essay, six 25-minute sec-
tions followed by two 20-minute sec-
tions  on critical reading and math, 
and a 10-minute multiple choice 
writing section) measures a student’s 
knowledge of reading, writing, and 
mathematics, and is typically taken 
by high school juniors and seniors. 
     Test scores range from 200 to 

800 for each section, with a total 
combined score of a possible 2400.   
     “"e SAT’s are the second most 
important factor in determining 
one’s college application, right af-
ter a student’s GPA,” said Mr. Wong. 
          Recipients of seats in this year’s Ka-
plan course were chosen on a #rst come 
#rst serve basis. With the low turn out 
of the meeting, however, every student 
whose parent attended received a seat.    
     “We were happy to give a seat to 
every student whose parent attended 
the meeting,” said high school As-
sistant Principal Ms. Michele Smyth. 
     According to Ms. Smyth, Council
man Ulrch also provided a donation  
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Juniors Receive Funds for their Future  
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to have musicians from Carnegie Hall  
come work with our school band, 
instructed by Mr. Alexander Leicht. 
     "ere are several SAT pre-
paratory courses, but Kaplan 
worked well with our school. 
     “"e Kaplan representative 
reached out to us, and we were able 
to be %exible with the hours that they 
could hold this preparatory course,” 
said Ms. Smyth.
          "e Kaplan prep course was #rst used 
at our school last year with our cur-
rent graduating seniors participating.
     “It [the Kaplan SAT Course] 
was a little bit boring because the 
class was long, but it was helpful, 
and my SAT score did improve,” 
said senior Taylor Hilgendorf. 
     Students in the course are provided 
with a workbook, SAT %ash cards, 
and practice SATs. In order to ensure 
success, students take several practice 
exams to prepare them for the actual 
experience on testing day, are required 
to complete homework online, and are 
expected to attend every class session. 
          “"is program teaches you time 
management and di$erent strategies 
for answering questions,” said Taylor.                  
     "e Kaplan course takes 
place on "ursdays and Satur-
days until the beginning of May. 

Ms. Kelly Trpic

     Ms. Kelly Trpic, high school vi-
sual arts teacher, enjoys yoga, paint-
ing, skiing, and traveling. Yet, 
from the moment she #rst picked 
up a paintbrush, she was hooked.
    “If you are truly passionate about 
something, the motivation and desire 
will always be there. "ese activities 
are never a chore or activities that I 
have to do, but are interests that excite 
me and give me things to look for-
ward to. "ey have become a part of 
who I am as a person,” said Ms. Trpic.

 A loud crowd yelled at the top of 
their lungs as each middle school 
performer stepped on stage in our 
school auditorium to present the 
2011 middle school talent show. 
     "e a!ernoon included instru-
mental performances, and singing 
and dancing performances from 
Irish Step dancing to Break dancing.
     Judging the showcased tal-
ents were math teacher Mr. Jona-
than Bradley, science teacher Ms. 
Jeanine Giove, and Spanish teacher 
Mr. Adam Bierman. Serving as 
the MC’s were eigth graders Shel-
by Dibs and John Shaughnessy.          
     When Irish Step dancers sixth 
graders Katherine Sheehan, Aman-
da Gresser and Kathleen Corbett.  
took the stage, they had the crowd 
going with their selected music.
     An impressed Mr. Bradley 
gave the dance a positive review.
     “I’ve seen a lot of Irish dancing. 
"e quality of the Irish dancing in 
the talent show was so top notch that 
it made me feel homesick,” he said.      
     Nerves were felt by all per-

"is program is 
giving parents and 
students the chance 
to receive the best 
SAT prep available 
in the most con-
venient location.

formers, but no one succumbed 
when it was their time to perform.
     “I’m excited a little bit, but I’m 
nervous. I have con#dence in our 
group,” said Latin Dancer Gabrielle 
Clinton before she went on stage.
     During the singing portion, eighth 
graders Yasmine Bassou, Madison 
Efron, and Daisy Demasi sang Tay-
lor Swi!’s song “Back to December.” 
Classic songs were not forgotten 
as eighth grader Ifedayo Famojuro 
sang “It’s a New Day” and eighth 
grader Mia Wharton performed 
“Ordinary People” by John Leg-
end. "e crowd erupted in cheers 
before and a!er each performance.
     Anticipation elevated when the 
Break dancing group DKS, with 8th 
graders Jason Bernard, Justin Gar-
cia, Micheal Obadina, Hushawn 
Wells and 7th graders Ryan Williams, 
Nick Ramnauth, and Dondre Wel-
come, took the stage for the grand 
#nale. "e audience cheered and ap-
plauded for the dynamic assemble.
     Winners  were: eighth grader Mia 
Wharton for singing, sixth grader 
Steven Bongiovanni for instrumental 
performance and DKS for dancing.     
     Everyone is already look-
ing forward to next year’s show.

By Sheniece Ramsaroop ‘15

Middle School Stars 
Shine on Talent Show Stage

Ryan Williams, member of DKS, spins during the breakdancing routine.
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