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   C h i e f ’ s  C o m m e n t a r y  

     A representative from the senior committee 
came into my classroom and said, “Okay, so here 
is how the superlatives work. We’ve created a cat-
egory for each student in our senior class. Every-
one needs to be voted for something so everyone 
can win something. Make sure you include every-
one on the attached sheet of the list of our entire 
senior class. Everyone should win something, it’s 
the only fair way.”
    Flash forward, I am at the Baruch Journalism 
Conference, sitting with the Blazer’s newspaper 
editorial staff. We have been nominated for the 
top five newspapers in the city. They announce 
the top three finalists and the winner. We did not 
place. Knowing how hard we worked; the late 
hours spent trying to meet deadline, the weekends 
spent inside commenting on articles; not to men-
tion the immense amount of love and passion we 
have put into the process, the writing. Neverthe-
less, we didn’t win - but I thought everyone wins 
something? It’s not fair; it’s supposed to be fair.
   Harsh as it may seem, the real reality is that 
life is not fair. Even though I know we worked 
hard, the other schools papers were better, they 
deserved to win. In life there are people who are 
better than others and they will exceed and win.
   I haven’t just realized this, but the recent experi-
ence I went through made me wonder if the shel-
tering that occurs in WJPS, while okay in middle 
school for social/emotional development as an 
almost adult, is misleading and dangerous. Instill-
ing a certain view in the minds of students, a view 

that is a skewed perception of reality is not 
healthy or beneficial for students. When 
they graduate they are going to be smacked 
in the face by the realities of life.
   Attending the alumni breakfast I spoke 
with students who graduated last year  and 
they further confirmed my hypothesis. 
Many said that they felt highly unprepared 
when entering college because of the shel-
tering they experienced at WJPS.  
   Alumni Rachel Reed says, “I wouldn’t 
say sheltered. However, WJPS didn’t do a 
great job preparing us for deadlines. But if it 
weren’t for this school a lot of us wouldn’t 
be in college right now. So  that’s [gradua-
tion] only half the battle.” 
   However, if students are not mentally 

prepared to go to college should they have been 
allowed to graduate? Last minute grade changes 
gave so many the opportunity to slip through the 
cracks and step on, but were they truly ready? If 
they were failing, then I don’t think they were, 
and now what? They are left in the cold to face the 
world, prematurely ready to face it on their own, 
nobody holding their hands, they are going to fail. 
So is it really a good idea to shelter them now? 
For the outcome is affecting them in a negative 
way later on.
   If WJPS didn’t shelter its students in the first 
place then this problem would be eliminated.  
There are certain features that I and the students 
of the school admire and they are the reasons we 
came to the school. However if students were 
treated like other high schools treat their students 
solely in the academic area, then they might have 
a better chance at succeeding later in life.
   If students were treated with academic standards 
other high schools use it would mean: no more 
passing students if they do not show they have 
properly mastered and understand the material. 
No more letting students hand in work at the end 
of the marking period. No more easy A’s, multiple 
opportunities and second chances.
   If it’s not supposedly “fair” to the students who 
haven’t done their work all marking period but 
decide to make an effort to make it up at the end, 
then its equally unfair to the students who have 
done their work all along.
   I am one such student, who is tired of work-

ing so hard to get the grades I deserve, and then 
having one of my classmates not do anything for 
four months, make the work up, and get almost 
the same grade as me. There are times when I 
too mess up, but when I don’t turn something in, 
it’s on me. It’s my fault. I take the consequences 
and think it very unethical for others to be ba-
bied and told it’s okay. They will never learn that 
way. They need to be held accountable for their 
actions.
   WJPS English teacher Ms.. Sackstein has a new 
trial method of deadlines. All work needs to be 
handed in on the day it is due. There is a one day 
grace period with a point reduction system, this 
one day includes absentees. If students decide at 
the end of the marking period to try and hand in 
all the work missed they will be turned down. It 
may seem harsh but this process has proven ef-
ficient. Ms. Sackstein says that on a recent five 
page assignment only ten students out of the en-
tire senior class did not turn in the assignment in. 
   A small percentage of students handed it in late 
but not exceeding the one day. Students who have 
never turned in work on time in the four years 
she’s know them have turned in this assignment. 
She therefore suspects that the method is work-
ing.   
   Senior Chelsea Rosario said that, because of the 
new system is turning her work in on time, “The 
new rules make me more nervous. It gets my head 
in the game, because if I don’t hand in the work on 
time there will be consequences.”
    Removing the safety blanket is actually helping 
students. Not having the coddling behavior from 
teachers is creating a level of responsibility and is 
overall productive in a positive way.  
   “I think this is a smart method. However, 
they should have been doing this from the start. 
They’re putting all these strict pressures on the 
seniors all of a sudden. This is supposed to be the 
year we have extra time. Instead because WJPS is 
backwards, we are getting more work then ever 
before,” said, senior Denesh Thakurdyal.
  These levels of expectations need to be imple-
mented into incoming freshman classes so that 
there are no surprises when such expectations are 
demanded. Sheltering in every way it is conducted 
here, is not helping the students, in fact it is hurt-
ing them.
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