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Youth Protest Turns Into Region Wide Revolt

     On January 25, 2011, in Cairo, Egypt, 
citizens protested the rule of Presi-
dent Hosni Mubarak. The act began a 
revolution that influenced its neigh-
boring nations and even the world.
     Organized through Facebook 
by activist and engineer, Wael 
Ghonim, demonstrators crowded 
Tahrir Square in Cairo, and protests 
have since erupted in various Arab 
and Gulf countries including Jor-
dan, Yemen, Algeria, and Bahrain.
     The people of Egypt took to the 
streets in response to a revolt in the 
North African country of Tunisia.  
     “We are very proud of the Egyp-
tian and Tunisian people. We 
hope to see democracy in the en-
tire Middle Eastern region,” said 
a representative from the Arab 
American Association of New York.
     On February 9, 2011 dur-
ing a Town Hall meeting spear-
headed by ninth grade U.S. His-
tory and Government teacher, 
Mr. Adnan Rahman, Mr. Keith 
Chobot, and Mrs. Nancy Kaplan, 
Mr. Rahman discussed the events.  

     “Tunisia was ruled by a dicta-
tor, Ben Ali, for 23 years. He and 
his ruling party capitalized on 90% 
of the nation’s wealth. 30% of Tuni-
sia’s working population was unem-
ployed. Liberties and freedoms were 
suppressed, and people were op-
pressed by a police state that resem-
bled that of the former Soviet Union. 
When a college graduate named 
Buzizi tried to earn a living by selling 
simple things on the streets of Tu-
nis, a female police officer spit in his 
face and smacked him. In anger and 
frustration, he poured gas on his own 
body and set himself on fire in front 
of the mayor’s office to express his 
frustration. The scene stirred so much 
anger that people took to the streets, 
clashed with the police, and refused 
to return home until the dictator 
fled the country,” said Mr. Rahman.      
     While waiting for live feed from 
Al Jazeera to be shown on the the-
ater screen, Mr. Rahman explained 
that thirty years ago, shortly af-
ter Egyptian President Anwar Sa-
dat was assassinated by the Mus-
lim Brotherhood, Egypt signed a 
peace treaty with Israel, a result
(Continued on page 8)
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Social Networking: Who’s Watching You?
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Chancellor Black’s Plans for Schools 

      After years of reform and innova-
tion under Chancellor Joel Klein, we 
have a new chancellor heading the 
New York City Public School system.  
Chancellor Joel Klein announced 
his resignation on November 9th 
2010, and within days Mayor Bloom-
berg appointed Cathleen Black.          
     Black took the position of 
Chancellor with over 20 years of 
experience in business, but no 
prior experience in education.
     Her most recent position 
was CEO of Hearst Publish-
ing, which she held  for 12 years.
    Many educators and mem-
bers of the public questioned her 
qualifications, which resulted 
in debate about her reasons for 
taking on the challenging job.
     “I took the position of Chancel-
lor because it is a chance to make a 
difference in the lives of 1.1 mil-
lion children in the NYC school 
system,” said Chancellor Black.   
     In office two months, Chancellor 

Black has already laid out her plans for 
improving the NYC public schools. 
According to the  NYC-DOE website, 
one of her main areas of focus is on 
“Grading and removing unqualified 
teachers.”  Black expressed the need to 
keep the most effective teachers rath-
er than those with the most seniority.
    “Once a teacher enters the Board 
of Education, they accumulate se-
niority the longer they serve. After 
3 full years of satisfactory (or better) 
service, a teacher receives tenure and 
has more security in his/her position. 
This entitles a teacher due process 
in case of termination proceedings,” 
said UFT Delegate Mr. Keith Chobot.  
        Chancellor Black has many other 
ideas for improving the NYC pub-
lic school system. In a recent email 
interview, she outlined her ideas.
     “The goal is clear and simple: to 
prepare our children for college 
and careers, and to provide them 
with the foundation to compete 
in a globally competitive market-
place. These go well beyond the 
task of simply getting a diploma.” 
(Continued on page 8)      

AP English teacher Mr. Kevin Wong.      
     Some student, like junior Jason Orr, 
see nothing wrong with colleges refer-
encing an applicant‘s social network 
page. “I don’t mind colleges looking 
at my Facebook because I don’t have 
anything to hide,” he said. “Videos, 
pictures, and statuses can give them 
[colleges] a sense of someone’s per-
sonality, beyond an application.”  
     Some colleges, however, dis-
agree on the issue of checking 
students’ social networking sites. 
     “Using social networking sites in 
the admissions process is somewhat 
of a sticky wicket! Looking into a 
site that a 16- or 17-year-old sees 
as somewhat private, even though 
it is quite public, is challenging. In 
many cases, students post things 
that are not true and cannot be vali-
dated in any way,” said Vice Provost 
for Enrollment Management at 
SUNY Binghamton University, San-
dra Starke, in a published survey.
     Many students feel the same 
way. “It’s not fair…not unless they 
seek out permission,” said junior 
Noureen Ahmad. “A glimpse at 

someone’s Facebook page can tell 
stories, but not always the real-
ity. It’s never the same as just sitting 
down and talking to the person.”
     Much, however, is still quite un-
certain in this field.  “The vast major-
ity of schools we [Kaplan] surveyed 
said they have no official policies or 
guidelines in place regarding visit-
ing applicants’ social networking 
web sites — nor are they consider-
ing plans to develop them,” said 
Executive Director of Research for 
Kaplan Test Prep and Admissions, 
Jeff Olson. 
     College admission officers are not 
the only ones peeking at individu-
als’ social networking sites. Those 
planning to start working or are al-
ready employed can also be affected. 
Hundreds of people have been fired 
because of posts on Facebook, in 
which they have complained about 
their jobs, coworkers, or employers. 
     Facebook groups like Fired by 
Facebook recount stories of numer-
ous firings in the words of those who 
were fairly or unfairly victimized.
(Continued on page  4)  

     In 2008, a research branch of 
Kaplan Test Prep and Admissions 
published a survey revealing that 10 
percent of some of the most com-
petitive colleges in the U.S viewed 
an applicant’s social networking 
page during the application process. 
     Of those colleges, 38 per-
cent reported that what they 
had found had a negative im-
pact on the student’s acceptance.
     “Colleges are looking to gain 
a holistic picture of prospective 
students,” said high school guid-
ance counselor Mr. Michael John-
son.  A Facebook profile might 
give them just what they need. 
     The information that some stu-
dents consider private, though, may 
not be quite as private as they think. 
     “The rule of thumb is, don’t post 
anything that you would mind your 
parents seeing,” advised Mr. Johnson. 
      “It is also a good idea to un-tag 
any unprofessional photos, videos, or 
posts you might be tagged in,” said 
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Features
Where are 
you from?

Martha Pinedo was born in coastal Lima, 
Peru. She attended Garcilaso University 
in this capital city, where she received a 
Bachellor’s of Science degree in Educa-
tion, Spanish, and Language. She attended 
Brooklyn College to obtain a Masters of 
Arts Degree. Pinedo was also a student 
in a language teaching program at UCLA. 
On the differences in teaching language in 
America and Peru, she states that language 
should be communicated more rather than 
translated, as is done in Peru. As for her 
experiences here, Pinedo says she enjoys 
doing what she loves: teaching languages.

Ms. Martha 
Pinedo

Mr. Kevin Wong was born in the United 
States of America. For his undergraduate 
schooling, he went to the University of 
Virginia where he attained a Bachellor’s 
of Arts degree. For his graduate school-
ing, he attended New York University 
where he received a Master’s degree in 
English Education at the Steinhardt 
School of Education. Though Mr. Wong 
is not from another country, his grand-
parents were born in Canton, China. His 
upbringing was, thus, rooted in the Chi-
nese culture. He stated that his Chinese 
values taught him to work hard and to 
value family above all else, even himself.

Mr. Kevin 
Wong

Ms. Cave is from Georgetown, Guyana. 
She attended the Cyril Potter College of 
Education and the University of Guyana. 
She received her Master of Arts in Spain at 
the University of Granada in the Centro de 
Lenguas Modernas. She has special train-
ing from Venezuela as well. Initially, Ms. 
Cave faced the challenge of integrating 
technology into her classes at our school, 
and now uses an online program, Power 
Speak. Ms. Cave’s teaching reward is the 
look on her students’ faces of comprehen-
sion or the random act of appreciation.

Ms. Elizabeth 
Cave

Got Tests? Selecting the One that Suits You

     SAT, ACT, or both? As high 
school students, we are expected to 
make several important decisions, 
including whether to take the SAT 
or the ACT. Both the SAT and the 
ACT allow colleges to determine 
if you are the right candidate for 
their school. But what are the dif-
ferences between the two exams?
       The SAT, the Scholastic Ap-
titude Test, tests reading, writ-
ing and math skills. Most stu-
dents take the SAT during their 
junior or senior year of high school.
     For the SAT, it is helpful to have 
an extensive knowledge of vocabu-
lary words, grammar, Algebra I, 
and test taking strategies, and abili-
ties to understand and interpret 
a text in a short amount of time.
     The total time of the exam is 3 
hours and 45 minutes, with a few 
short breaks  of 5 to 10 minutes. 
Each section is worth 800 points. 
The score ranges from 600 to 2400, 
with 2400 being a perfect score. 
     “The SAT is more popular than 
the ACT, but in recent years the 
ACT has grown in popularity,” said 
AP English Language and Com-
position teacher, Mr. Kevin Wong 
      The ACT, American College 
Testing, was originally more popu-
lar in the Midwest, but recently 
made its way to the East perhaps 
due to the wider range of subjects 
tested including english, math, read-
ing, and science. Also, the writing 

section on this exam is optional. 
     Testing time is 2 hours and 
55 minutes, not including 
breaks and time for instructions.
     On this exam, a student will have 
to work more quickly than on the 
SAT. A prime example would be the 
English section of this exam. On the 
ACT, you have forty five minutes to 
answer seventy five questions. The 
score of this exam ranges from a 1 to 
a 36, with 36 being a perfect score. 

     “We recommend a student disap-
pointed in their PSAT score to consider 
the ACT as an option,” said Mr. Wong.
     According to senior Taylor Hil-
gendorf, who took both the SAT 
and ACT, the SAT was much 
more attainable then the ACT. 
     “I preferred the SAT because the 
ACT required a lot more knowledge, 
and it was difficult for me to finish 
some sections of the exam on time.”
     Both exams count equally when 

it comes to college acceptance. 
     “One is not more prestigious 
than the other,” said Mr. Wong   
     One very crucial fact about the 
differences between the two ex-
ams is that on the SAT, test takers 
receive a quarter of a point deduc-
tion for every incorrect answer. 
On the ACT there are no point 
deductions for incorrect answers.
     “On the SAT, as long as you can 
eliminate one answer you should 
guess. On the ACT there is no point 
deduction for wrong answers, so you 
should always guess,” said Mr. Wong.        
     Taking the SAT or the ACT is a re-
quirement to apply to most colleges. 
If you do decide to take both exams, 
it is important to send the exam with  
the better score. If you are only plan-
ning to take one of these exams, it is 
suggested by Mr. Wong that you re-
search the colleges that you want to go 
to and read up on their requirements. 
     “All juniors should log on to www.
collegeboard.com, and research the 
colleges they are interested in be-
cause some colleges may require that 
you take the ACT, but most colleges 
will accept both,” said Mr. Wong. 
    The SAT and the ACT are compared 
to one another by colleges through the 
use of a z-score, or a standard score.
     The quantity “z” represents the 
distance between the raw score 
and the population mean in units 
of the standard deviation. It al-
lows comparison of observations 
from different normal distributions.
     Fee waivers for both exams are 
available to those who qualify. 

All You Need is Initiative: Sixth Grader Sets Goals for 2011

     With a bright smile on her face, 
Mehrose Ahmad of class 604 pa-
tiently sat in a swivel chair, waiting to 
be interviewed.  When Mehrose Ah-
mad’s humanities teacher, Ms. Kim 
Barget, assigned her students to write 
a personal essay before the New Year, 
this student went right to work. Ah-
mad produced an essay titled Evolv-
ing to a Better Person, Student, and 
Scholar, capturing the attention of 
both her teacher and our principal.
     “I wanted to be Scholar of 
the Month,” began Ahmad.
     She told that it was this desire that 
drove her to write an essay based 
on the qualities of a good scholar. 
     During a Scholar of the Month 
assembly, Mehrose recounted how 
she would attentively listen to Mr. 
O’Connell’s depiction of a true scholar.
     “That [the principal’s words] 
was like my inspiration,” said Ah-
mad. “It really helped me fig-
ure out what I had to write.”
     The assignment, based on the 
Robert Fulghum poem, All I Really 

Need to Know I Learned in Kinder-
garten was “something different.” 
Students were given the opportunity 
to write what they wanted as long as 
they addressed the essay according 
to their own New Year’s resolutions. 
     Ahmad took on the assignment as a 
“chance to prove [herself].”  When her 
class had a substitute, she knew she 
had to continue working on her essay, 
despite not having Ms. Barget aid-
ing her through the writing process. 
     “I knew I had to work hard on 
it [despite her absence],” said Ah-
mad. “I tried and I tried, and finally, 
it came out to be what it is today.” 
Her efforts would lead a thorough-
ly impressed Ms. Barget to send 
the essay to Principal O’ Connell.
     Mr. O’Connell’s and her 
teacher’s response surprised her. 
     “I didn’t think that it was so 
good. I thought it was just an es-
say,” said Ahmad. “I didn’t expect 
something big. I was really happy.”
     Ahmad says, however, that she cred-
its her success in particular to Ms. Bar-
get and her classmates. “A lot of them 
helped me to make it better,” she said.
     About the outcome of her work, 

the student said that it helped her to 
recognize her own talent as a writer.
     The essay gives points on  how 
to listen for your own benefit, 
and how to put yourself in some-
one else’s shoes, both  inside and 
outside of a classroom setting.
       “My goal for this year is to 
change some habits that will 
make me more noticed in a 

positive way,” wrote Ahmad.
     “She’s a deep thinker,” said Ms. Bar-
get, adding that students in the sixth 
grade in general have made a big 
transition in profound thinking from 
when they arrived in September.  
     About the turnout of Ah-
mad’s essay, Ms. Barget said “Any-
body can take initiative. Just 
do it, that’s what I always say.”

Credit: http://www.inlikeme.com
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Spanish Spelling Bee
     Most schools have  spelling bees, 
but how often do the contestants 
spell  words in a foregin language?
     During the middle school Span-
ish Spelling Bee, after classroom 
elimination rounds, two win-
ners from each class competed in 
the school theatre on Feruary 16. 
     The Spanish Spelling Bee is a test 
of  our students’ understanding of 
the Spanish language. It is also a test 
for the teachers, since their students 
have to show mastery of the language. 
     Seventh grade Spanish 

teacher, Ms. Elizabeth Cave, and 
8th grade Spanish teacher, Mr. 
Adam Bierman, judged the Bee 
this year with high school Spanish
teacher Ms. Martha Pinedo as the 
Master of Ceremony. 
     In both the class Bee and the fi-
nal compeition, student’s were 
read a word in Spanish and 
asked to spell it, using proper ac-
cent marks and pronunciations. 
     If a contestant answered in-
correctly, even forgetting an ac-
cent mark, they were disqualified.      
     Twenty-eight students sat on the 
stage, and one by one they went 
up to the microphone. Word af-

ter word, the audience cheered. 
      After twenty minutes of ten-
sion and relief, 8th grader Reena 
Ramchara and 6th grader Mauri-
cio Samaniego. were left onstage 
     The rules for the final round 
were simple:  each contestant 
had to spell two words correctly. 
     In the final minutes, Reena cor-
rectly spelled  two words  in a 
row, asombroso (amazing) and 
coeficiente’ (rate). Runner-up 
Mauricio Samaniego  finished with 
complicadisima (complicated). 
     Reena will participate in the 
NYS Spanish Spelling Bee in June.

Ana Solares ‘13

By
Jaibir Khera ‘15

    (Continued from front page) 
     One such case involved an em-
ployee, June Talvitie-Siple.  A 
teacher in Massachusetts, Ms. 
Talvitie-Siple  commented on her 
Facebook wall about students and 
parents, only to find her thoughts 
were not as private as she thought. 
     One such post described her stu-
dents as “germ bags,” and when the 
superintendent caught wind of her 
comments, she was asked to resign. 
      She is not the only one, however, 
who has overestimated the safety of 
social networking. If we are to con-
trol how much future colleges and 
employers know about us, it is neces-
sary for us to learn from the mistakes 
of others to avoid repeating them.

SAT Fast Facts
- 3 hours, 45 minutes
- 10 sections: 3 Critical Reading, 3 Math, 
    3 Writing (including essay), 1 Experimental      
    (not scored)
- Aggregate score 600-2400 based on total of 3
   scores 200- 800.
- Essay is scored on a range of 0-12. 
- Penalties (typically ¼ point deducted) for 
    wrong answers.

ACT Fast Facts 
- 3 hours, 25 minutes (includes optional 30-min
    Writing Test).
- 4 sections (plus optional Writing Test):  
  English, Math, Reading, Science.
- Composite score 1-36 based on average of 4
   sections. 
- Optional essay is scored on a range of 0-12.
- No penalties for incorrect answers.

THE CHRONICLE STAFF

Facebook


