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 Jamal Dewar is an as-
piring rapper and every free 
chance the senior gets he goes 
to the cafeteria with fi ve of his 
buddies and practices his Cy-
phering skills.
 “I don’t think I would 
be as comfortable with all this 
rapping stuff if Murrow didn’t 
have Cyphers,” said the se-
nior.
 Dewar is not alone. 
There are many Murrowites 
who are fans of this type of 
rapping.
 Cyphers have been 
around since the 70’s where 
a few rappers would form a 
circle to show off their poetic 
skills. In these Cyphers, rap-
pers would often talk about 
their lives, what they’ve gone 
through, or just anything that 
came to mind, also referred to 
as freestyling.

 “The culture is very 
unique and extremely fun to 
watch,” said Mia Mathis, ju-
nior. 
 Many students who 
Cypher say that it is the high-
light of their day.
 “Cyphers in school 
have made my days in high 
school very enjoyable,” says 
Jovaughn Scott, a sophomore. 
 Other rappers like 
Isaih Rosemond came into 
Murrow as a freshman roam-
ing the halls on his OPTA and 
found a group of students rap-
ping with passion and soul; he 
has been hooked on Cypher-
ing ever since.
 “I just love it,” says 
Richmond.
 What made students 
like Richmond like it is the 
heart of the circle where the 
beatboxer drops the beat for 
the rappers to connect with. 
If the beat isn’t good then the 

cypher won’t be appealing to 
the crowd that surrounds these 
people.
 “I made music with 
my mouth ever since I was 7,” 
said senior Tolani Busari.
 Creating lively beats 
with only his lips, Busari ap-
peals to many of the rappers as 
well as the people witnessing 

the cypher; a good beatboxer 
is very crucial to the Cypher.
 The beats and the rap-
ping also creates loud sounds 
that annoy the teachers and 
other students.
 “Break it up! And 
go to class!” said Dean Ste-
phen Haig, at the end of one F 
band. 

 Mr. Haig, for some 
students they say that the 
deans always seem to break 
up the Cypher and tells all the 
students to go to class or lower 
down the volume.
 “It just messes up the 
vibe,” said Elijah Hosein af-
terwards.

Students Showcase Rhymes During Free Time 

Creativity Flows Through Poetic Culture

Too Hot To ‘Handel’

BY KEVIN NGUYEN
Reporter

Jamal Courtney Dewar, Donnovan Blocker, Tolani Busari, and Woodson Legrand show off their rapping skills.
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 It’s a New Day for 
your music library! Tamar 
Kaprelian’s debut album 
Sinner or Saint is a brilliant 
chronicle of heartbreak, life 
and determination that will 
truly connect to the listener. 
Her sweet vocals and the 
music will relate to the au-
dience. Her song Delicate 
Soul is true-her soul really 
is delicate and it’s seen in 
her lyrics.

For more music check out 
www.my.hsj.org/murrownetwork

Gospel Choir Graces Carnegie Hall
 

 Murrow’s Gospel 
Choir defi nitely can con-
sider this one a blessing.
 On November 
14th and 21st the choir 
performed at Carnegie 
Hall after they were in-
vited. 
 Ms. Cheryl John-
son, music director of the 
gospel choir, said she was 
asked by a Carnegie Hall 
spokesperson if she was 
interested in this annual 
production called Too 
Hot To Handel.
 “I am honored for 
the fact that we were the 
only gospel choir chosen 
by the director of arts (I 
guess) while other schools 
were just head choruses,” 
said Ms.Johnson. 
  Senior Christo-

pher Scott, 17,  and soph-
omore Christina Bordes 
were the two individuals 
chosen not by Ms. John-
son, but by the represen-
tative from Carnegie Hall 
to perform solos which 
they auditioned for back 
in May.
 “I heard about 
it and had an idea, but 
didn’t think I would ac-
tually get the solo,” said 
Bordes. “It was exciting, 
and so much fun.”
 Bordes sung a re-
composed song by Bob 
Christianson named “He 
Shall Feed His Flock.” 
Scott sung another song 
of Christianson named 
“Every Valley.”
 “I enjoy singing 
it,” said Scott. “The feel-
ing I was having was in-
describable because it’s 
such a prestigious place. 

This was defi nitely a once 
in a lifetime experience.”
 The Carnegie Hall 
performance would be 
the fi rst for Murrow 
Gospel Choir. 
 “We’ve worked 

very hard and a lot of 
preparation,” said Ms. 
Johnson. 

“The feeling I was 
having was 

indescribable 
because it’s such a 
prestigious place. 

This was defi nitely 
a once in a lifetime 

experience.”

BY ALEXIS BURNETT
Opinions Editor

Music Corner
Compiled By:  

Allison Nitzky & Faina Gordover

 The single Ani-
mal by rock group Neon 
Trees has been blowing 
up the billboard charts 
for weeks. This group 
from Provo, Utah re-
leased their fi rst album 
in March entitled Hab-
its featuring some great 
songs that will defi nitely 
please their fans.

Neon Trees: Animal Tamar Kaprelian: Sinner or Saint


