
Freedom Of The Press  By Genita Vokshi

People think of a newspaper as a place where you 
can express yourself and let your voice be heard. 
However, not all high school journalists have had 
that freedom. In 1988, a group of high school stu-
dents from the Hazelwood School District, who were 
part of the school newspaper, decided to take their 
school principal to court. According to the students, 
the school principal had violated their First Amend-
ment right of free speech by deleting two of the ar-
ticles from the school newspaper, The Spectrum. The 
articles that the students wrote were about teenage 
pregnancy and divorce. Robert Reynolds, the prin-
cipal of the school, thought that the articles were 
inappropriate and not suitable for a young audience, 
so he completely eliminated both articles from the 
newspaper.        
Just like any other newspaper, International Minds 
also has certain freedoms and limitations that the 
students have to respect. We all know that as soon as 
the article goes into the newspaper, it’s not personal 
anymore. So it’s very important to be careful and 
precise about what we ask and what we write about. 
Jon Harriman, the principal of IHSL, strongly believes 
in the freedom of the press, but he also thinks that 
some topics have to be limited. “I believe strongly in 
the freedom of the press and the freedom of expres-
sion,” he says. “At the same time, when a publica-
tion is associated with a particular organization or 
institution, there is a responsibility to consider how 
the publication re$ects the values and beliefs of that 
group.” Harriman claims he has certain obligations as 
the school principal, and one of his responsibilities 
is to make sure that the students are safe and pro-
tected. 

Joel Troge, the twelfth grade Government and 
Economics teacher, agrees with Mr. Harriman. Troge 
believes that we should be given the rights that we 
deserve, but we should also respect certain rules and 
limitations. “Journalists – even student journalists 
– do and should have the right to free speech,” he 
states. “However, it is important to remember that 
while we receive rights, we also have responsibilities, 
and all journalists need to weigh the consequences 
of their subject matter.” Ms. Anjali Wason, advisor of 

International Minds and eleventh grade English teacher 
disagrees strongly. “The freedom of the press is one of 
the cornerstones of a real democracy,” she claims. “Noth-
ing should be o! limits. A school newspaper is a place 
for students to write about issues that a!ect them and 
so they should get the last word on what goes into the 
paper or not.” 

Many IHSL students agree with Wason, believing that 
school journalists should have the right to write about 
what they want and the decision should not be in the 
principal’s hands. Shahodat Sharopova, a senior at IHSL, 
says, “I believe students have the right to write about 
whatever they want.  Mr. Jon does not have the right to 
choose which articles to publish and which ones not to,” 
adding “unless there’s a law that says that principals have 
the right to choose.” Humoyun Mahmudov, a junior at 
IHSL, agrees, “I don’t think school principals can choose 
the articles because they need to think about other peo-
ple’s opinions too! By others, I mean the students! Our 
school newspaper should represent our school and the 
students of IHSL!”
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