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The Seaside Chronicle is 
a middle/high school fo-
rum for The Scholars’
Academy students, staff, and 
community members. Our goal 
is to inform our readers about 
school and community events, 
and the most relevant topics 
pertaining to our forum.  We 
hold basic legal rights and re-
sponsibilities of journalistic 
principles and standards. We 
seek to show all perspectives in 
an objective and balanced man-
ner from the most trusted and 
reliable sources. Thus, we will 
not report in any inappropri-
ate, deceitful, or illegal ways.
As a community forum, we ac-
cept Letters to the Editor, guest 
articles, and suggestions from 
readers. The Chronicle editorial 
board reserves the right to reject 
or edit submissions for gram-
matical correctness, length, and
appropriateness without inten-
tionally altering meaning. The 
articles, columns, and art in The 
&KURQLFOH�GR�QRW�UHÁHFW�WKH�RSLQ-
ions of its staff or The Scholars’ 
Academy administration in any 
way.  Together as a staff we wish 
to work cooperatively to present 
the best product to our readers.

By Helen Kennedy’12

     It’s true, not everyone likes 
to read. Not everyone experi-
ences that thrill of opening a
new book, wondering what 
new adventure they’ll be taken 
on, or what new fascinating
discoveries they will make 
amongst the worn pages. So, in 
the same way that there’s more
to  a  book  than its cov-
er, there’s more to our li-
brary than just its books.
     For starters, it seems that 
the main issue students face 
with deadlines always involves
either a computer or a printer. 
Throughout our academic career 
printing has been  a problem.
   The library is perma-
nently equipped with thir-
teen Apple laptops, three 22-
inch Apple desktops, internet 
connection, and printing capa-
bilities. See, problem solved.
     Students often need a 
place to complete home-
work, whether it’s due next
period, or the upcoming week. 
Now that the library has com-
puters available to students, it
is the perfect place to re-
search, and everything need-
ed is right under our noses.
     Alongside the comput-
ers, our library   has two sets 

of encyclopedias and a well
H[SDQGHG� QRQ�ÀFWLRQ� DQG� EL-
ography section that students 
can always take advantage of.
     Similarly, we’ve all had a 
GD\� ZKHUH�� DIWHU� WKH� ÀUVW� ÀYH�
periods of what seemed like
never-ending, arduous classes, 
all we really wanted and need-
ed was some place to retreat.
Once again, the library can serve 
as a place to gather one’s wits.
     Students in middle school 
can always come up for their 
open access hours, and high
school students can come up 
anytime, as long as Ms. Jenni-
fer Shannon, our new librarian,

is there, and sit either with friends, 
or if needed be, by oneself.
     For all those avid read-
ers out there, the library is 
TXLWH� XS� WR� GDWH�� UHÁHFWLQJ� WKH
interests of the entire student 
body. Every year a portion 
of the budget, approximately

5,000 dollars, is allocated to 
the purchase of new books; al-
ways at the recommendation
and request of the students.
“The amount of money we re-
ceive is directly related to 
the amount of students in the
school. Therefore, it is criti-
cal for students to hand in the 
lunch forms. The more students,
the more money…the more mon-
ey, the more books,” said Ms. 
Shannon.
     Another source of fund-
ing for the library is grants. 
“I’m actually applying for one
right now. It’s for approxi-
mately 200 dollars, and we’ll 
use that money to buy a foot
video camera, microphones, and 
a tripod to record book talks.”
For juniors and seniors look-
ing for ways to complete the 
required community service
hours the library is the ideal 
place to turn to. There’s al-
ways work needed to be done
from shelving to assisting with 
lessons.
     “High school students are 
welcome to come up any-
time,” said Ms. Shannon “And
middle school students can al-
ways come up during their 
open access periods of course!”
And boy do they come! Ac-
cording to Ms. Shannon, an av-

HUDJH� RI� IRUW\� WR� ÀIW\� PLGGOH
school students comes up dur-
ing each open access period. 
It’s the high school students
that need some heavy persuad-
ing. “I’m lucky to get twen-
ty high school students in an
entire week” said Ms. Shannon.
Some would say this is par-
tially due to the inconvenient 
open access hours, but it’s
unjust to even consider this with-
out looking at numbers from previ-
ous years, when it was convenient.
In previous years, the open 
DFFHVV� ORJV� ZHUH� ÀOOHG� ZLWK�
the same few students’
names over and over again, 
and only on rare occasions did 
others come up to break the
redundant pattern. “These 
low numbers, over the years, 
VOLJKWO\� LQÁXHQFHG� WKH� GHFLVLRQ
for changes in the library 
open-access schedule,” said 
Ms. Michele Smyth, Assistant
Principal of the High School.
It’s safe to say that the prob-
lem isn’t that the times are 
inconvenient, but more a
problem of students just not be-
ing aware of everything that 
the library has to offer. So, as
you’re wandering our hall-
ways take a look. As with many 
books, you’d be surprised what
\RX·OO�ÀQG�LQVLGH�

Tristan Fox ‘13

“ There’s more to 
our library than 
just its books...”
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