
When you think of sneakers, what
comes to mind? Most people just think
of them as things worn on our feet to
avoid getting hurt, but to a few, sneak-
ers are fascinating collectibles.

In the past, one of sneakers' main
uses was sports. Playing sports was
one of the main motivations for wear-
ing sneakers. Special sneakers were
created for running track or playing
basketball. For example, the Converse
All Stars, made in 1917, were the first
official sneakers for basketball players
and are now considered classics since

they've been around for so long and are
still pretty popular.
Sneakers were viewed just as some-

thing that made movement in general
easier and more comfortable when they
were first created. These days people,
mainly teenagers, view them as a pre-
cious collection.

These days it's all about when the
freshest pair of Air Jordans come out
and how many sneakers you have. And
let's not forget that teens are very
touchy when it comes to the condition
of their sneakers! They have to be kept

fresh and pristine just like when first
purchased.

Many don't understand us kids for
having this insane obsession with
sneakers, but they should really be ask-
ing, why not?

Sneaker Obsession
By Joshua Aviles

Yes, I admit it, I have a sneaker
obsession
I don't care if the economy is down,

screw the recession
Some don't care, but I certainly do,

it's my collection
I enjoy when people stare at them,

love that attention
I know this is the reason for their cre-

ation
Getting new sneakers makes me

happy, love the sensation

"We got piff, haze, green, choco-
late haze , krush, exotic, white
widow, train rec, sour and blue
cheese," said Dion, a Global stu-
dent, who listed some of the differ-
ent names of the marijuana that
teens smoke.
Teens smoke marijuana? Yes,
they do. But why?
"Many students smoke marijuana
because they believe that it's not
dangerous and they cannot get
addicted. They think it's not a seri-
ous drug like coke or crack,"
Mr.Chasabenis, guidance coun-
selor, said.
Many teens go through different
experiences the first time they
smoke.
"I felt like I was flying and I felt
very sick," Christian, Global stu-

dent, said.
"I was laughing and very laid
back," Dion said.
After smoking weed, people
reported that they like to do differ-
ent things.
"I feel livvvveee. My friends and
I crack jokes on each other. We
wrestle and eat like savages,"
Christian said.
Some said they avoid smoking
alone.
"I don't smoke alone, because I
feel like a crackhead," Christian
said.
Many teens don't use the word
marijuana anymore. They prefer
the newer jargon.
"We use roll-up, cyph, bud,

Buddha, slum, laced," Christian
said.

"One word I use is bally," Dion
said.
There are as many different kinds
of weed as there are words for it.
Marijuana is a drug that has an
ingredient in it called THC. THC,
short for tetrahydrocannabinol, it is
a chemical compound found in the
cannabis plant (marijuana). When
used, either through ingestion or
inhalation, it makes people high.
There are many negative conse-
quences associated with smoking
marijuana.
"You can develop bad vision. It
slows your reactions and makes
other changes in your brain. It
reduces sperm count, and makes
you very sleepy and very hungry,"
Abby Wolfson, nurse
practitioner,said.
There are other ways smoking
marijuana can have negative conse-
quences.
"My worst experience was when
my weed was laced with coke,"
Christian said.
When it comes to marijuana,
some believe it is addictive but oth-
ers don't.
"I'm not addicted. I can stop at
any time," Christian said.
"I'm addicted. I need it all the
time," Dion said.
Another negative consequence of
marijuana use is its effect on school
work.
"When I come to school high, I
feel lazy. I do work, but I do crap-
py work," Christian said.
How do parents feel about their
children smoking marijuana? Some
care; others don't.

"My mom knows I smoke, but
she pretends she doesn't," Christian
said.
"My mom knows I smoke.
Sometimes I smoke when she's
right in front of me," Dion said.
Some believe that being educated
about the effects of smoking mari-
juana would discourage teens from
smoking.
"If children were more educated
on the marijuana topic, I bet they
wouldn't be smoking as much. I'd

rather a child be very educated than
uneducated," Mr.Chasabenis said.
Much controversy surrounds the
question of whether or not marijua-
na should be legal.
"I'm not saying marijuana should
be legal, but it is just as bad as cig-
arettes and alcohol," Ms.Wolfson
said.
"Weed should be legal. I would
love to smoke outside without hav-
ing the cops stop me," Dion said.

The wonderful Anna Cohen (far right) spends some qual-
ity time with her students.
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Sneakers come in many different textures and textiles to
catch the buyers' eyes.

Some teenagers who smoke marijuana admit they are
addicted to it.
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Won't find another like this

Flying high
in the sky

Absurd Obsession ?

Here’s a closer view of a high school
therapist.
At the School for International

Studies, Ms. Anna Cohen is known for
her skills as a social worker, and much
more. This New Yorker, born in
Flatbush, goes above and beyond
everyday to help out the lost or
depressed students at the school.
"Ms. Anna makes you feel like

you're talking to an actual person, and
not a wall... " Sabrina Gonzalez, sen-
ior, said.
Fans of Ms. Cohen said that she not

only talks to you, but she empathizes
with you and makes you feel a lot bet-
ter.
"Anna is really fun to be around. She

has a great sense of humor and is very
clever," Ms. Raz, Anna's close friend
and colleague, said.
Believe it or not, this social worker

actually chose her career using a pros
and cons list.
"Basically my father told me to make

a list of pros and cons. I had a lot of
pros and one con. I didn't want to be in
school anymore, but I applied to a lot
of tough schools and got into a lot of
them, and got my master's," she said.
Anna doesn't only help students.
"Anna is very,very helpful with

many things. She's helped me by let-
ting me vent to her, and by following
through and meeting with students.
Also, I refer to her for inspiration. She
inspires me to be more creative, pas-
sionate, and intellectual," Ms. Raz
said.
Students have been confiding in Ms.

Anna since 2000. Many believe that
the school would be a very different
place without her energetic personality
combined with an awesome fashion

sense.
"Without Ms. Anna here I probably

would have dropped out," a student
said.
Not only students feel that way.
"If she didn't work here I think that a

lot of students would lose out on a per-
son they feel comfortable talking to,"
Mr. Negron, teacher, said.
"I would be devastated to lose her as

a colleague because of the support and
care she provides to the students and I
cherish any colleague who works with
as much passion and integrity as she
does," Ms. Raz said.
When not at work, Anna can often be

found shopping for her unique clothing
in various places. She said she could
not work in a building with a strict
dress code.
“As you can see, I dress to impress,"

she said.

Anna Cohen pours her heart out in her job
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