
Winter 2011    News VOCATIONAL VOICEVOCATIONAL VOICEVOCATIONAL VOICEVOCATIONAL VOICEVOCATIONAL VOICE2

continued from page 1

offers programs that allow
students to use their
occupational skills, which
prepares them for the real world.
Queens Voc is welcoming, safe,
and the teachers are willing to
help the students if they don’t
understand the curriculum,” she
said.

When Paola Hernandez was
asked what would be one thing
she would change about the
school, she said she would
improve the math department.
Two other students agreed.

When the students were
interviewed, no teachers or
administrators were allowed to
be present in the room.
According to Freddy Flores, the
students were interviewed in a
panel-like group.  Paola said that
the representatives looked
pleased to see that students
really wanted to learn more.

Besides interviewing
students, NYSED represen-
tatives also interviewed staff
and went into classrooms
unannounced.  “It’s nerve
wracking when they put you
under a microscope, but as a
school, we’ve made a lot of
progress and a lot of officials
recognize that,” said social
studies teacher, Mr.
MacDonald.

Ms. Wilson, a social studies
teacher, said that NYSED
representatives visit one of her
classes.  “I can’t be sure what
they thought, but let’s hope for
the best,” she said.  “I gave the
visitors copies of the handouts
so they had an understanding
of the material we were working
on.”

State Reps Visit, Find
Queens Voc Prepared

continued from page 1

Blood Drive is Successful
Third time is a Charm

by Larry LeBeau

Queens Voc’s five-year old
gym floor has buckled, making
half the gym unusable.

The cause, according to Mr.
Lerro, the school’s athletic
director, is water.  This is the
second time the gym floor has
been damaged by water.

Half the gym is closed off
making physical education
classes crowded, and forcing
the school’s basketball teams
to struggle to find a place to
play their home games.

Initially, it seemed as
though the gym floor would not
be fixed for quite some time.  Mr.
Lerro Queens Voc athletic
director, said that he thought it
would take until next year.  But
as a result of a complaint filed
with Mayor Bloomberg, the
School Construction Authority
has changed its original plan,
which was to find where the
water damage came from first,
before fixing the floor.  Now,
they are going to fix the gym
floor while they try to identify
the cause of the buckling floor.

“The SCA and my fear is if the
problem isn’t identified, then the
problem could happen again,”
Ms. Burg said.   Although the
SCA has been ordered to fix the
problem immediately, Ms. Burg
said that “immediately for them,
in reality will be a long time, but
I really hope it will be done by
the end of the school year.”

Mrs. Jarrett-Holland, the
school’s head custodian, said
that this is a complicated issue
and will take time “because they
aren’t sure where the leak is
coming from,” she said.

The scaffolding outside the
building has been put up to
check the exterior for any cracks
as a source for where water
could enter the building.

In the meantime, physical
education teachers are trying to
make the most of the situation.
“It’s half the space with the
same number of students,” Mr.
Boyle said.  But the teachers
have come up with a system.
“When there is a gym class with
three teachers, one stays in the
gym, one goes into the hallway
with unprepared students, and

Gym Floor Buckles

the third goes into the weight
room with some students.  This
allows the most space possible
for everyone,” Mr. Boyle
added.   Andres Ospina, a
sophomore, is not happy.
“Having only half the gym is
disappointing.  There is less
space for everyone; the whole
class has to run around half a
gym.  It’s not as fun so I don’t
feel like getting prepared and
playing anymore.

The basketball teams are
also losing out.  They can’t
practice using the whole gym
and they can’t play their home
games at home.  Sebastian
Bonilla, one of the varsity
basketball captains, said, “It’s
hard enough to find practice
time because we have to share
with the girls and gym classes.
Now, with only half the gym,
only one team can practice at a
time.  When we do practice, we
play 5 on 5, half-court games.”
Sebastian believes these half-
court games have brought the
team closer, and the loss of
practice time will not affect the
team for their remaining games.
“The only negative part of the
situation is our stamina isn’t
high enough when we play our
games because we can’t run as
much, but we overcome it.  We
also miss playing our home
games at school; it doesn’t feel
like a home game at the Boys
and Girls Club,” he said.

Mr. Daniel, the JV
basketball coach, is doing the
same as the varsity team;
practicing half-court, and he
says that his team doesn’t have
very good stamina now either.
“When we have games, we are
always under pressure, since all
of our games are away we never
have the support from fans,” he
said.

by Elizabeth Pimentel

Thirty-seven new HP 19-
inch widescreen monitors were
recently installed in room 411.

The computers were
installed Nov. 30 by Custom

separated.  Then the test tubes
are sent to one of five Red Cross
testing laboratories for a dozen
tests.  If the test results are
negative, the units are labeled
and stored.  Finally the blood  is

 distributed to hospitals.
     Students and staff members
can also donate blood at other
local blood drives or visit
www.redcrossblood.org for
more blood donation
opportunities.

Some teachers stayed late
the night before preparing.  But
not everyone.  Some took the
visit in stride.  “Your class is an
everyday routine, you can’t
prepare anything special,” said
Ms. Mohan, a science teacher.

Some teachers refused to
comment about the visit.  One
teacher even mentioned it was
“too much of a political issue.”

All the master teachers, Mr.
Diamont, Mr. Gallagher, Mr.
Lederer, and Mr. Papadopol,
were interviewed.  Master
teachers are instructors who
were hired to improve teachers’
skills, mentor their colleagues,
write curriculum, and conduct
classroom demonstrations to
help for teachers.

Ms. Ferrara, Ms. Green, Mr.
MacDonald, Ms. Maraj, and
Mr. Stefanidis were chosen to
be interviewed by their
directors to represent their SLC.

“The visitors complement-
ed everything from the
custodial staff to the
administration,” said Ms. Burg,
the principal put in place as part
of the school transformation.
“A big thank you to everyone
who participated and helped
the school shine,” she said.

“They are fully aware now
that the transformation we are
doing is not because we are on
the list,” said Ms. Vittor, who is
serving as the transformation
mentor principal.  “We’ve been
doing this for five years now.
Our transformation is about
continuous improvement,” she
added.

NYSED representatives will
likely be visiting Queens Voc
again in March or April, Ms.
Vittor said.

New Computers Installed in Room 411
Computer, with the help of the
MOUSE Squad.  The room was
redesigned, and the electrical
wiring was re-routed.  This work
led to delays, because the floor
had to be fixed and missing floor
tiles had to be replaced, said Mr.

Alikakos, the assistant
principal for organization.

The room will re-open on
Feb. 1.

Along with the computers,
Queens Voc also received a
SMART board and two new
Lexmark T650 printers.

Three portable computers
with projectors are now stored
in 411 and are available for
teachers to borrow when
students have class
presentations.

SMART boards are easy to
use, said Ms. Newman, and
save the teachers time in class,
because they can prepare their
lessons and presentations in
advance.

Along with the SMART
board, remotes, “clickers” that
are part of an interactive

student response system, were
purchased for students to use.
The remotes are individually
numbered.  When asked a
question, students choose the
answer on the remote, and the
SMART board determines the
percentage of the correct
answers.

The redesign of the room
made it easier for teachers to see
the whole class.  “Students can
now see the teacher, and the

teachers can supervise the
students better,” said Ms.
Newman.

To prevent unauthorized
downloading, Deep Freeze
software was installed in the
computers to prevent students
from downloading games and
to prevent viruses from
spreading.  Once the students
signs off, the computer does
not save any work and resets
back to its original mode.

Poor contruction plagues school: floor goes bad again.

Up-to-date technology is important for CTE schools.


