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	 With	 freedom	
comes	 responsibility,	 but	
when	 responsibility	 is	
lacking,	the	administration	
has	 to	 step	 in	 to	 take	 the	
edge	off.
	 That’s	 the	 idea	
behind	 the	 recent	 pilot	
program	that	shifts	students	
from	 having	 the	 option	 of	
meeting	 their	 guidance	
counselor	 to	 having	
mandatory	 appointments	
with	their	counselor.
	 Not	 enough	
students	were	going	to	see	
their	 guidance	 counselor	
at	 the	 appropriate	 times,	
so	 administration	 decided	
to	 distribute	 specific	
appointments	 to	 each	
student	 in	 an	 attempt	 to	

alleviate	 students	 of	 the	
stress	 that	 can	 come	 from	
not	preparing	early	on.
	 “Of	 course	 it’ll	 be	
p o s i t i v e , ”	
said	 Ms.	
Beth	 Siegal-
Graf	 the	
A.P.	 of	 Pupil	
P e r s o n n e l	
Services	when	
asked	 how	
the	 changes	
will	 affect	
s t u d e n t s .	
“Why	 would	
we	 want	 to	
do	 anything	
negative?”
	 E a c h	
g u i d a n c e	
counselor	 has	 to	 meet	
with	 between	 350	 to	 400	
students	 for	 programming	
of	which	each	student	has	a	

15	to	20	minute	timeframe	
for	their	appointment.
	 The	 time	 frame	 for	
programming	was	increased	

from	10	days	to	15	because	
students	were	not	showing	
up	 and	 rescheduled	
appointments.	 	 A	 lot	 of	

stress	 is	 placed	 on	 the	
guidance	 counselors	 to	 do	
their	 job	and	and	continue	
to	do	it	thoroughly.	 	

	 	 	 “It’s	 been	
good	 so	 far,”	
said	 guidance	
counselor	 Mrs.	
Tara	 Salowitz-
Allone.	 “The	
interview	 itself	
is	 great	 because	
there’s	 lots	 of	
c o n v e r s a t i o n	
on	 things	
that	 wouldn’t	
normally	 come	
up.”
	 The	students	
on	 the	 other	
hand	have	mixed	

views	on	the	change.	Some	
students	think	it’s	a	step	in	
the	 right	 direction	 while	
others	 think	 it’s	 useless.	

The	 general	 consensus	
is	 that	 if	 left	 alone,	 most	
students	 would	 have	
never	 come	 in	 to	 see	 their	
counselor.
	 “I	 like	 it,”	 says	
freshman	Miranda	Pacheco.	
“The	thought	of	being	able	
to	talk	to	someone,	but	no	I	
wouldn’t	have	gone	 to	 see	
her	on	my	own.”
	 Lower	 classmen	
may	not	see	it	now	but	the	
upperclassmen	 see	 it	 as	 a	
change	 that	 should	 have	
come	sooner.
	 “Yeah,”	 stated	
repeat	senior	Justin	Rawlins	
when	 asked	 if	 the	 change	
would	 have	 helped	 him	
when	 he	 was	 a	 freshman.	
“It	 would	 have	 gotten	 me	
on	the	right	path	earlier	 in	
my	academic	career.”

Every	once	in	a	while,	
sophomore	 Mark	 Misoshnik	
needs	to	spend	some	time	
with	his	bro.

Misoshnik	 and	
best	 friend,	 junior	 Robert	
Pomerants,	 have	 been	 in	 a	
bromance	for	the	past	one	and	
a	 half	 years.	 The	 two	 easily	
maintain	a	relaxed,	affectionate	
friendship.

“It’s	 just	 guys	 being	
comfortable	around	each	other	
and	 being	 best	 friends,”	 said	
Misoshnik.

The	 term	 ‘bromance’	

refers	 to	 the	 brotherly	
friendship	 that	 is	 formed	
between	two	men.	

Bromantic	 activity	
often	 varies,	 but	 according	 to	
Misoshnik	 and	 Pomerants	 a	
typical	bromance	must	include:	
custom	 nicknames,	 manly	
sleepovers,	 inside	 jokes,	 and	
lots of brofisting.

As	 it	 seems,	
bromances	 appear	 frequently	
in	the	media.

I Love You, Man,	 a	
popular	 movie	 starring	 Paul	
Rudd,	 is	 about	 a	 man	 who	
struggles	 to	 keep	 up	 with	 his	
newfound	 bromance	 and	 his	
fiance’s demands.

	JD	and	Turk	of	Scrubs,	
a	 comedy	 show	 popular	 with	
Murrow	teens,	have
gone	 so	 far	 as	 to	 sing	 about	
their	 bromance.	 (‘It’s	 like	 I	
married	my	best	friend	/	but	in	
a	totally	manly	way!’)	

Celebrity	 bromancers	
also	 draw	 attention.	 James	
Franco	 and	 Seth	 Rogen	 have	
been	close	since	doing	Freaks 
and Geeks	 in	 1999.	 Rob	
Schneider	and	Adam	
Sandler	 appear	 regularly	 in	
each	other’s	movies.

But	 that’s	 not	 to	 say	
that	bromances	don’t	manifest	
themselves	 in	 the	 school.	 In	
fact,	sophomores	Joe	Dinapoli	

and	 David	 Barr	 have	 been	
close	friends	since	Pre-K.

“We	 just	 feel	 like	 we	
can	 come	 to	 each	 other	 for	
everything,”	said	Barr.	

In	 close	 bromances,	
the	two	men	may	face	criticism	
from	 the	 third	 party	 --	 the	
girlfriend.	 Often,	 a	 man	 may	
leave	his	girlfriend	in	the	dust	
in	order	to	spend	time	with	his	
bro.	

But	 Danielle	 Levitz,	
who	 is	 in	 a	 relationship	
with	 Dinapoli,	 harbors	 no	
resentment	 towards	 her	
boyfriend’s	 bromance.	 She	
said	 that	 she	 has	 never	 faced	
a	situation	where	she	feels	left	

out.	
		 “We’re	 all	 friends	
and	we	all	hang	out	together,”	
said	Levitz.	“[And]	I	think	it’s	
great	 that	 people	 can	 show	
how	much	they	like	each	other	
without	being	judged.”

Sophomore	 James	
Sakil	believes	that	at	the	heart	
of	every	true	blue	bromance	is	
unity,	 trust,	 and	 always	being	
able	 to	 have	 fun	 with	 one’s	
bro.

“I	 have	 somebody	 I	
can	always	rely	on,”	says	Sakil.	
“There’s	 always	 somebody	 I	
can	talk	to.”
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“It’s	been	good	so	far.	The	
interview	itself	is	great	because	
there’s	lots	of	conversation	on	
things	that	wouldn’t	normally	

come	up.”

-Mrs.	Tara	Salowitz-	Allone


