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Saving the Planet, One Tuesday at a Time

To Whom it May Concern:
     I’m sorry my shoulders are so attractive. Believe me, I am aware of
the problem, and have tried unsuccessfully to address it in the past.
Unfortunately, however, my shoulders were exposed in public today.
Outside, no less, in the eyes of dozens of hormonal teenagers who
probably weren’t expecting such a shock in broad daylight. I know how
scandalous this sounds, so before you all make assumptions about my
personal integrity, let me explain.
     When I walked into my classroom this afternoon, the room was
incredibly hot. I was wearing a sweater over my sleeveless shirt.
Needing just a moment to cool down and get into focus for class, I
took the sweater off.
     We had been sitting in class for a few minutes when the fire alarm
went off. Our teacher ushered us out of the classroom. Not pausing to 
consider my options, I left my sweater at my desk, and proceeded to the 
staircase with the rest of the class.
     We were outside, walking by the fence alongside the track, when
somebody finally noticed my violation. A teacher quickly approached me 
and asked for my ID. “Inappropriate attire,” the teacher said. I can’t
lie or make up excuses convincingly. I handed it over. My first
demerit. This may surprise some of you, considering that I had the
audacity to even consider putting on such an appalling display in
public.
     I realize now that my bare shoulders not only violated innocent eyes,
but also posed a danger to my peers during a very serious fire drill.
My undeniable attractiveness could potentially distract people as they
are attempting to get out the door, disrupting the timeliness of
evacuation. In the event of a real fire, I know I would have made sure
to put my sweater on before fleeing the burning building.
     I have certainly learned my lesson. It won’t happen again.
                                                                                   Sincerely,
 Rebecca Seidel
                                                                                            Feature Editor
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To the Editors:
    I can personally relate to the article “Administration discourages student-teacher 
friendships on Facebook” in your March issue. I think students should not friend 
their teachers on Facebook until the end of their senior year or after they graduate. 
Adding teachers at that point would be less awkward because it will be a way to 
keep in touch through college years and afterwards. 
    I agree that students should not add their teachers while they are in school, 
because the teacher would be able to see all their wall posts, photos, and status 
updates. How awkward would it be if a student writes, ‘I hate Latin so much’ 
on his status update and his Latin teacher actually reads this! I have been friend 
requested by a teacher at THHS once, but I denied it since I barely had any personal 
connection to the teacher. The friend request also seemed very impersonal because 
the teacher and I had more than 100 mutual friends, all of them Townsend Harris 
students. Students should be wise and evaluate whether or not to accept a friend 
request in real life before adding him/her. If a person does not feel comfortable 
adding someone, then he/she should not do it.

Elwin Ng, junior

To the Editors:
I find the Formspring phenomenon very interesting. However, I don’t 

believe it’s the school’s right to intervene on the website. It’s out of the 
school’s jurisdiction, in my opinion. The article brings up a good point - 
most people who post things on your Formspring page are your classmates. 
Of course the page is available to anyone with internet connection. 
However, the settings do not allow you three options as to who can ask 
you questions, and if they can be anonymous or not. You can either allow 
anonymous questions on your profile, allow anonymous questions, but only 
from people who are logged in to the site, or block all anonymous questions 
and require that the person asking you something has a Formspring account 
so you can trace their identity.

Formspring does seem to have some sort of filtering system in place, 
however. It seems, by the amount of time that passes between when you 
answer a question and when it gets published to your public profile, that 
Formspring has some sort of scanning code  that detects vulgar words, etc. 
But hurtful comments made by so called “haters” can easily slip through 
the filter, as the most hurtful comments are usually those that are directly 
related to the person’s life, not just a spew of curses and swear words.

So yes, people will get anonymous, possibly degrading comments. But, 
this is the nature of the website and people signed up, knowing, or quickly 
learning, that it is a reality due to this website and its anonymity. I don’t 
think they can complain to the school when their feelings are hurt – albeit 
the people who posted on their page might be walking the halls with them; 
they signed up for this and Formspring makes it quite easy to deactivate 
your account if you choose to do so.

Leo Mancini, junior
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