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by Lory Martinez
The Ephebic Oath project, 

a school-wide effort to create 

a permanent memorial for the 
343 firefighters who passed 
away on September 11, 2001, 
is planning several fundrais-
ers for 2010.

The project aims to pub-
lish three books: an art journal 
with work inspired by the 9/11 
tragedy, a memory book con-
sisting of letters of reflection 
on the event, and a yearbook 
with short biographies on the 
firefighters who lost their 
lives. 

A display case will be 
created to hold them in the li-
brary by 2011, which will be 
the 10th anniversary of 9/11.

To pay for the costs, the 
team is organizing a 5K walk, 

which will be held on April 25 
on the Queens College cam-
pus. 

The team will start to sell 
buttons at the Student Union 
(SU) store in February. Fire 
Department of New York win-
ter hats will also be sold in the 
SU store for $7 in the next few 
weeks.

 The Ephebic Oath team, 
which last year was comprised 
of students in Helen Rizzuto’s 
sophomore English classes, 
has welcomed several sopho-
mores this year. 

“She [Ms. Rizzuto] told us 
about the memorial....I wanted 
to do something to help re-
member them [the firefight-
ers],” said sophomore Ariella 
Wagner, who recently joined 
the team.

“I’m happy to say the 
momentum is steadily build-
ing and a lot more students, 
throughout the grades,are get-
ting involved in the project,” 
said junior Aquib Yacoob. 

“After tremendous work 
from the team, I am thrilled 
to say, as scheduled, we have 
almost completed one of the 
three books,” he continued.

If students are interested in 
learning more about the proj-
ect, they can attend meetings  
in Room 115 on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays after school.

        

by Kristina Rodulfo 
“Is the  growth of presi-

dential power a healthy or det-
rimental development?” 

“What are the major dif-
ferences between classical re-
publicanism and natural rights 
philosophy?”

 “Do you agree or disagree 
that free speech is a condition 
of legitimate government?” 

These were some of the 
questions presented to 
Linda Steinmann’s senior 
AP Government class dur-
ing the regional We The 
People competition on 
January 7. 

It was held at Pace 
University, where the team 
placed third in New York 
City, qualifying them for 
participation in the state 
championship on March 6.

We The People: The 
Citizen and the Constitu-
tion has promoted civic re-
sponsibility and the under-
standing of constitutional 
democracy since 1987, 
yielding millions of student 
participants nationwide. 

The competition itself 
is a simulated congressional 
hearing, where students “testi-
fy” before judges, usually law-
yers and educators, with one 
of three four-minute prepared 
speeches and a six-minute ses-
sion for follow-up questions. 

The questions require stu-
dents to extemporaneously 
demonstrate their knowledge 
of constitutional principles and 
their application in historical 
and contemporary events. 

The AP Government class, 
divided into six groups, com-
peted against seven other 
schools.

She said, “It [participat-
ing in the contest] was not my 

decision. It costs money and 
the school had to pay, and Mr. 
Bonamo graciously put aside 
the money.” 

For the actual presenta-
tions, the team sat in a class-
room while individual groups 

were judged and questioned 
one at a time. 

Many team members felt 
comfortable with giving pre-
written speeches, as they had 
rehearsed with Dr. Steinmann 
several times, but they found 
the follow-up questions chal-
lenging.

Still, Dr. Steinmann be-
lieves her class performed well 
in that round.

“I thought that the follow- 
up questions were outstanding, 
and the [answers were the] 
best I’ve ever seen with the 
thoughtfulness and the abil-
ity to come up with historical 
events,” Dr. Steinmann said.

Jehanne Belange, Julia 
Pojawis, Yena Purmasir, Jane 
Selegan and Kristina Rodulfo 
won first place in the city for 
their unit, which focused on 
the values and principles em-
bedded in the Constitution. 

“My biggest highlight was 
that my unit won an award for 
being the best of our unit,” said 
Yena. “We were just so happy 

to be recognized for our 
hard work. I’m so 
proud of us, and see-
ing us actually com-
peting. I’m excited to 
perfect what we’ve 
already done.”

Joanne shared the 
same pride. “Opposed 
to what I was expect-
ing, it was a lot better 
in experience than in 
my head. I felt that we 
were definitely meant 
for the stage. We were 
so much better in the 
actual competition 
than in practice. We 

were very expressive, 
and we really present-
ed,” she said.

While lunch was 
served at the event, Eilin Perez 
won a political impersonation 
competition for a two-minute 
speech as President Barack 
Obama. 

“Eilin’s impersonation of 
Obama made the competition 

even more fun than it already 
was. It brought a smile on my 
face,” Brandon said. 

With the state champion-
ship coming soon, the class is 
now planning to increase their 
preparedness to meet higher 
expectations. 

Rahul Bhasin said, “I 
think there is always room for 
improvement in all areas. We 
need to speak more articu-
lately…and be able to feed off 
each other as teammates. This 
will allow us to maximize our 
potential as a team and hope-
fully achieve in nationals.” 

“The competition is big-
ger, more important, and more 
stressful. We’re definitely go-
ing to look up more court cas-
es and more historical back-
ground,” said Eva.

“Winning third place is 
motivation to further ourselves 
and win first in states, defeat-
ing the schools we competed 
against in the city champion-
ships. The opportunity allows 
us to represent Townsend Har-
ris on a larger scale,” added 
Rahul. 

Dr. Steinmann hopes to 
continue with a positive out-
come, “I was surprised we 
didn’t place higher,” she said, 
“but Albany is a completely 
new competition, and we’ll 
have a chance to prove our-
selves.”

Government class places third in We The People regional contest 

Yes, We Can: Senior Eilin Perez wins a political impersonation compe-
tition for his speech as Barack Obama.
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Ephebic Oath team plans 
fundraisers for spring term by Hayley Desmond

Safe Spaces, now located 
throughout the building, serve 
as secure havens for lesbian, 
bisexual, gay and transgender 
(LGBT) students. 

Originally developed by 
Gay Lesbian and Straight 
Education Network (GLSEN) 
and brought to the school by 
Straights and Gays Educating 
Students (SAGES) with the 
help of advisor Franco Scar-
dino and senior Sherry Leung, 
the program aims to provide 
the LGBT community with 
safety and freedom of expres-
sion.

Faculty members who 
have agreed to become allies 
to LGBT students display post-
ers declaring their rooms Safe 
Spaces and promise to support 
the rights of this group.

“There’s a no-tolerance 
policy for remarks that target 
or harass LGBT students,” 
said Mr. Scardino.

The idea of utilizing Safe 
Spaces stemmed from Sherry’s 
research on bullying based on 
sexual orientation for the Qual-
ity of Life Competition. After 
finding that over one third of 
Harrisites polled had either 
heard or used homophobic 
phrases, she turned to GLS-
EN’s strategy as “a simple yet 
excellent solution for the prob-
lem” and united with SAGES 
to introduce it to Harris.

“A part of me hopes that 
this will sensitize people,” re-
marked Susan Getting, Assis-
tant Principal of Humanities. 
“Once you say something, you 
can’t take it back.”

“There’s a fair amount 
of quiet homophobia that ex-
ists here,” said history teacher 

Chris Hackney, who signed up 
as a LGBT ally, said. 

John O’Malley, another 
history teacher who agreed to 
create a Safe Space, expressed 
concern over what to do when 
openly LGBT students use ho-
mophobic phrases. 

Sherry explained, “People 
of all sexual orientations [use 

such epithets] because they 
feel that it’s socially accepted, 
when it’s actually not okay.” 
She described intervention by 
LGBT allies as the “first step” 
towards ending such behavior. 

SAGES President Megan 
McCaffrey said, “In Humani-
ties today, a couple of people 

were talking about homosexu-
ality in the movie The Lion 
in Winter. Ms. [Judy] Biener 
made a point to say that the 
class was a ‘safe space’ and no 
one should be nervous about 
talking about any of it and that 
there’s nothing wrong with 
homosexuality. I got pretty ex-
cited.”

Posters declaring areas Safe Spaces are posted throughout the building.

Juniors  Kerry McEnerney and 
Alice Kim model FDNY hats that 
the Ephebic Oath team will sell.
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SAGES brings Safe Spaces to school


