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Opinion:
Missing prom, but not by choice

by Pearl Bhatnagar
 “Who said senior year is easy?” This statement has been uttered countless times by the exasperated 

seniors who were given some sort of false hope at the end of their junior year. Life is hectic. Between 
Queens College electives and Humanities seminars and especially college applications, you question 
where all your free bands went.  

With everything going on at once, and without a homeroom teacher asking for it, it’s easy to forget 
to hand in a blue card. The line to sign-in is so long after Humanities that you tell yourself you’ll wait 
until it’s shorter. Then you make your way into the library to do your Euthyphro journal and get so 
caught up in Plato’s philosophy, you truly forget to go back.  Racing to get to your Government class 
on time after Anthropology 101, you weigh the option of either walking into class with your thick 
North Face jacket or getting there three minutes late because you decided to stuff it in your locker. 
When you finally do get time to slow down, you sit on the third floor facing west. It makes the most 
sense to you because, well, you actually want to make eye contact as you speak to your friends.  

It’s easy to rack up demerits for insignificant infractions. It’s also easy to be “careless” when the 
questions looming over your mind are life-altering ones. Which university is the best one for me? If 
I splurge on an undergraduate education, where will that leave me when I apply for medical school? 
Whom will I take to prom? 

That is, if you’re even allowed to go to prom. Forty-nine of the nearly 280 seniors of the class of 
2010 accumulated more than nine demerits, which was enough to bar them from both the baccalaureate 
awards and the epic milestone that is “the best night of your life.” Yes, teenagers can act unruly. Sure, 
teenagers may abuse the trust conferred on them. But there is no adequate explanation for over one 
sixth of Townsend Harris High School’s senior class being excluded from such momentous events. 
After four years of service to their communities, four years of measuring up to the highest standards, 
Harrisites should not have these events so easily snatched away.

Those with fewer than 16 demerits have the option of partaking in the “school beautification 
project,” wherein one demerit is removed from a student’s record after two hours of work. And though 
some of the 18 participating seniors may have gotten one of their nine plus demerits for chewing 
gum, scraping other people’s dried out wads of Trident White does not seem like fair punishment. 
Scrubbing desks or filing papers doesn’t seem right, either. There are more productive ways to serve 
one’s community. To make the same kids whom the administration flaunts as “the brightest students 
in the city” do hours of chores to gain the right to attend senior prom is absurd. 

More preposterous is that baccalaureate award nominees do not get this chance. If a student 
were a clear-cut winner for a specific award, he would be out of the running by virtue of his nine 
plus demerits. Even working on the “school beautification project” would do him no good. Now if 
this student received his demerits for a serious reason, taking away the award seems warranted. But 
when insignificant infractions add up, it is disheartening that a student’s demerit count will trump his 
academic achievements. 

By paying such a high price for minor oversights, what are Harrisites really learning? The 
administration argues that it is teaching students “life lessons,” but the only one being taught is 
that there is absolutely no room for mistakes—a lesson that should be frowned upon. Slapping on 
referrals for trivialities will not condition someone to be perfect. Even Harrisites are human; mistakes 
will always be made. The demanding course load and high expectations coupled with nit-picky rules 
and the dire nature of their repercussions do not make for a healthy mix—or a happy student body.

Either demerits shouldn’t be so generously doled out (Level 3 Insubordination for wearing 
leggings?) or the number of demerits needed to be barred from prom and other major events should 
increase. If a student still needs to work off demerits despite these modifications, the community will 
be better served if he takes a cue from the senior project and donates his time to a soup kitchen. And 
to my fellow seniors who missed out on prom: my stuffed chicken wasn’t all that great anyway.

by Tracey Wang
As Mexican player Rafael 

Marquez scored the equalizer 
in the World Cup opening 
game between South Africa 
and Mexico on June 11, the 
entire cafeteria roared with 
excitement.

The television screen, high 
on the wall near the Student 
Union store, displayed the 
game as it happened live from 
Johannesburg, South Africa. 
There was no sound from the 
screen, but it was deafening 
in the cafeteria: every fumble 
and pass was met with cheers 
or frustration.

Junior Alice Kim was 
responsible for the game being 
aired during the lunch bands. 

 “I know there were a lot of 
kids who were upset that they 
had to miss it because of class, 
so I thought maybe if I can get 
it during my lunch band, we 
can watch the second half of 
the game,” she said. “I came 
downstairs during my lunch 
band and saw the television in 
the cafeteria.”

Alice then decided to 
ask aide Paul Sforza if she 
could turn on the television to 
ESPN.

“I think he thought I was 
joking, so he said that if I can 
turn it on, I can watch it,” she 
said. “I asked [senior] Jerry 

[Yang] to help me out because 
I couldn’t reach the power 
button. Jerry fumbled around 
and got ESPN without any 
sound, but it was all good.”

“Well the TV is there,” 
Jerry said, “so why don’t we 
use it if we have it? The World 
Cup only comes around once 
every four years so it’s a shame 
to miss the special games. 
Also, it is a good time for the 
students to become friends 
with each other and bond.”

For many, watching the 
game together was what made 
it fun. 

“I enjoyed watching the 
game in school more than I 
enjoy watching it at home. I 
liked that everyone got so into 
it and we were all cheering 
together. I thought it was a 
nice break from the regular 
school day,” said junior Anitra 
Singh said.

“It was cool because it was 
all the nations coming together 
to play soccer, regardless of 
their backgrounds and we’re 
watching it together as a group 
of students who are also from 
different backgrounds,” said 
senior Giovanni Barcenes.

Sophomore Fiona Cheung, 
however, said, “Personally, I 
don’t really care for the World 
Cup, but everyone else was 
really into it,”  she said. 

World Cup broadcasted 
live in student cafeteria

by Pearl Bhatnagar and 
Rebecca Seidel

The buzz of excited chatter 
filled South Street Seaport’s 
Harbour Lights restaurant, 
where three generations of 
Harrisites mingled and shared 
memories.  Alumni of the 
original Townsend Harris High 
School, as well as more recent 
graduates, faculty, and current 
students, all convened on 
June 12 to celebrate the 25th 
anniversary of the school’s re-
establishment

The gala celebration, 
organized by the Alumni 
Association, honored 25 
graduates of the reopened 
school who have “exemplified 
the spirit of the Ephebic Oath,” 
according to the association’s 
website, by making distinctive 
contributions to society.

Following speeches by Co-
presidents Tanya Odom and 
Craig Slutzkin as well as Co-
chairman David Herszenhorn, 
all honorees, each of the 25 
graduates were presented with 
a certificate from the Alumni 
Association. 

As they stepped forward 
in response to the guests’ 
applause to a designated area 

in the restaurant, a 
large PowerPoint 
projection displayed 
their photographs and 
biographies.

“I’m an 
extraordinarily lucky 
principal to have 
been around to see 
these successes,” 
remarked founding 
Principal Malcolm 
Largmann about 
his former students’ 
accomplishments. 

Retired chemistry 
teacher Michael Anzel 
felt the alumni’s 
achievements were 
a reflection on their 
alma mater. “The best 
thing to see is how 
many really successful 
students there are. 
Many have jobs, great 
careers and it is a 
testament to the school 
and to themselves,” he 
said.

Senior and Archon 
President Natasha Bankay said 
she was “thankful” for having 
been invited to the event, 
stating that she “met a lot of 
people who gave me great 

advice.”
At an assembly the 

afternoon before, some of the 
honorees addressed current 
students during a double ninth 
band. In an e-mail message 
explaining the purpose of the 

assembly, Principal Kenneth 
Bonamo said, “It is our sincere 
hope that you find inspiration 
from the accomplishments 
and life journeys of our more 
recent alumni, some of whom 
sat in your desks not too long 

ago.”
At the gala, Mr. 

Herszenhorn echoed this 
sentiment: “The hope is that 
you let current students know a 
little bit beyond the collaterals 
and laps around the gym.”

Three generations of principals join honorees to celebrate the school’s 25th birthday.
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‘25 at 25’ gala celebrates achievements of recent alumni


