
	

	 	 It’s	F	Band	by	
the	340	suite	and	hats	magical-
ly	disappear	off	heads	as	new	
interim	 acting	AP	 of	 Security	
Ms.	Susana	Giberga	approach-
es,	 reprimanding	 rule-break-
ers	 by	 name	 as	 she	 goes	 by.
	 “You	know	the	rules,”	
said	Ms.	Giberga,	towering	over	

one	 hat-wearing	 rule-breaker	
at	an	intimidating	5	foot	8	inch-
es.	 “So	what	are	you	doing?”
	 Since	 Ms.	 Giberga	
was	 promoted	 to	 interim	 act-
ing	AP,	security	has	noticeably	
tightened	 around	 the	 school.	
The	 teachers	 walking	 around	
with plastic bags filled with 
hats	 and	 electronics	 is	 testa-
ment	to	her	new	rules	system.

	 “She	 has	 rubbed	 me	
the	 wrong	 way.	 She	 tried	 to	
take	 my	 phone	 when	 I	 was	
on	 with	 my	 mom,”	 said	 se-
nior	 Cody	 Rolandelli.	 “I	 feel	
that	she	is	an	intense	woman.”
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Ms.	 Giberga’s	 “in-
tensity”	 paired	 with	 her	 poli-
cies	 has	 led	 her	 to	 develop	 a	
reputation	 as	 the	 most	 feared	
woman	 in	 the	 building.

	 “They	 way	 she	
looks	 and	 when	 she	 yells,”	
said	 junior	 Deana	 Betan-
courti,	 “it’s	 just	 scary.”
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 But	 the	AP	 of	 Se-
curity flatly denies this title.
												“I’m	not	the	scariest	
person	 in	 the	building	by	any	
stretch,”	 she	 said,	 citing	 stu-
dents’	 “guilty	 minds”	 as	 the	
cause	 behind	 the	 accusation.
	 However,	 it’s	 clear	
that	 after	 15	 years	 of	 teach-
ing	 social	 studies—eight	 at	
Bushwick	 High	 School	 and	
seven	 at	 Murrow—Ms.	 Gi-
berga	 has	 developed	 some-
what	of	a	no-nonsense	policy.	
	 “School	 is	 a	 special	
place,”	 she	 often	 reminds	 her	
We	the	People	class	when	ex-
plaining	 the	 legal	 authority	
that	school	staff	members	have	
over	students.	“You	would	not	
believe	 the	 things	 I	 can	 do.”
	 But	Ms.	Giberga	gave	
her	students	a	taste	of	just	what	
she	could	do	when	after	leav-
ing	 her	 class	 with	 Ms.	 Stacie	
Berman	 for	 only	 a	 few	 min-
utes	 she	 returned	 having	 sus-
pended a student for five days.
	 “How	 long	 was	 I	
out?”	 was	 her	 only	 response	
to	 a	 student’s	 question	 of	

whether	 she	 just	 suspended	
someone in five minutes.
	 Nevertheless,	 those	
students	 who	 know	 Ms.	 Gi-
berga	 well	 have	 a	 very	 dif-
ferent	 perception	 of	 her.
	 “Even	 though	 she’s	 a	
dean	and	deals	with	bad	kids,	
she	knows	how	to	teach	us	and	
be	a	good	coach,”	said	Kather-
ina	Ozga,	a	member	of	the	We	
the	People	 team.	“I	could	 see	
kids	saying	she’s	 intimidating	
because	 she’s	 a	 dean,	 but	 if	
you	get	 to	know	her	she’s	 re-
ally	easy	to	talk	to	and	funny.”
	 Former	 AP	 of	 Secu-
rity	 Mr.	 Nicolas	 Mele	 also	
has	 a	 very	 high	 opinion	 of	
Ms.	 Giberga,	 not	 only	 as	 a	
teacher but as a school official.
	 “I	 think	 she’s	 a	 good	
leader,”	said	Mr.	Mele.	“I	think	
that	 she	 is	 someone	who	puts	
the students first. She under-
stands	that	students	will	make	
poor	 choices	 and	 helps	 them	
learn	to	make	better	decisions.”
	 Though	 some	 may	
disagree	 as	 to	 whether	 or	 not	
her	 policies	 are	 fair,	 there’s	
no	 denying	 that	 Ms.	 Gib-
erga—who	 claims	 to	 know	
70	 percent	 of	 the	 students	 by	
name—is	a	formidable	woman.											
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	 It’s	not	every	day	that	
junior	 Shenniel	 Vassel	 sud-
denly	 throws	 her	 belongings	
on the floor during a Youth and 
Identity	class.		When	her	Eng-
lish	 teacher,	Ms.	Sharon	Rus-
so,	 questioned	 these	 actions,	
Vassel	 merely	 apologized.
	 Although	 after	 ten	
minutes of staring at the floor 
in shock, the student finally 
confessed	 to	 her	 teacher	 that	
she	 had	 spotted	 a	 bed	 bug.
	 “The	 bed	 bug	 was	
on	 the	 leg	 of	 the	 desk	 and	
I	 looked	 down	 and	 saw	 it,”	
said	 Vassel.	 	 “The	 school	
should	 be	 cleaned	 and	 fu-
migated	 because	 it	 is	 dirty.”
	 In	 a	 school	 of	 more	
than	 4,000	 people,	 it	 isn’t	 a	
surprise	 that	 bed	 bugs	 have	
popped	 up.	 However,	 to	 see	
them	 in	 the	 middle	 of	 a	 les-
son	 has	 left	 plenty	 of	 stu-
dents	 and	 teachers	 unnerved.		
	 Indeed	 there	 have	
been	 several	 scares	 at	 Mur-
row,	 and	according	 to	 admin-

istration,	 appropriate	 action	
has	 been	 taken	 in	 response.		
	 “We	followed	the	pro-
tocol	and	procedure	set	by	the	
Department	 of	 Education	 and	
sent	 the	 bug	 in	 for	 analysis,”	
said	 Principal	 Mr.	 Anthony	
Lodico.	 	 “In	 [this]	 case,	 it	

was confirmed as a bed bug.”
	 According	 to	 NY1,	
out of the 336 confirmed cas-
es	 of	 bedbugs	 in	 New	 York	
City,	 137	 were	 reported	 from	
Brooklyn	schools.		This	school	
year,	Murrow	experienced	two	
findings in rooms 256 and 466, 
which	were	temporarily	closed	
to	 properly	 clean	 the	 areas.
	 “I	 knew	 we	 had	 to	

catch	it	and	show	it	
to	 them,”	 said	Ms.	
Russo	of	the	discov-
ered	 bed	 bug.	 	 “A	
janitor	 came	 with	
a	plastic	bag	and	it	
went	 for	 testing.”
	 Following	
the	occurrence,	the	
class	 was	 moved	
to	a	different	room	
for	 two	 days	 after	
which	 normal	 rou-
tine	resumed.	 	The	
homes	 of	 students	
who	used	the	room	
were	contacted	and	
faculty	 meetings	 were	 held	
to	 educate	 the	 staff,	 although	
others	 were	 left	 unaware.	
	 “I’m	 really	 grossed	
out,”	 said	 Ellie	 Posner,	 a	 se-
nior.	 	 “I	 was	 not	 even	 told	
about	 this.	 	 If	 a	 student	 has	
bed	 bugs,	 he	 or	 she	 should	
not	 come	 to	 school	 and	 other	
students	should	be	informed.”
	 Since	 there	 is	 no	 evi-
dence	 of	 bed	 bug	 infestation	
in	 the	 building,	 precautions	
are	 being	 taken	 to	 ensure	

these	 insects	 don’t	 spread.
	 “We	 have	 regular	 ex-
terminating,	so	that	will	contin-
ue,”	said	Mr.	Lodico.	 	“There	
seem	to	be	isolated	cases,	and	
we	just	have	to	stay	on	top	of	it.”
	 Despite	 these	 safety	
measures,	 students	 are	 still	
scared	at	the	prospect	of	more	
bed bug findings in the school.
	 “I’m	 very	 concerned	
about	 the	 possible	 bed	 bug	
infestation,”	 said	 senior	
Vicky Szuflita.  “They’re re-
ally	 resilient,	 so	 if	 they	 cling	

to	 you	 they’ll	 get	 into	 your	
homes	 and	 go	 everywhere.”
												Attending	a	large	school	in	
an	urban	environment,	students	
and	 staff	 should	 remember	 to	
be	careful	on	an	everyday	basis.
	 	 “It	 doesn’t	 make	
sense	 to	 close	 the	 school	 be-
cause	 it	 would	 be	 fumigated	
and	 people	 would	 just	 bring	
them	 from	 their	 homes,”	 said	
Ms.	 Russo.	 	 “That’s	 why	
we	 have	 to	 look	 under	 the	
desk	 before	 we	 sit	 down.”
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Room 256, the scene of 
a	bed	bug	discovery,	is	
adandoned	prior	to		an	

extermination.

“The	bed	bug	was	
on	 the	 leg	 of	 the	
desk	and	 I	 looked	
down	and	saw	it,”	

said	Shenniel	
Vassel.
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