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  Ch-ch-ch-ch-changes NY Post
Ranks 
School

   Prices Pack a Punch for No Free Lunch

      It seems 40 is the loved 
number to Murrowites.
      Out of 400 NYC public 
schools, Murrow was ranked 
40th out of 50 top high 
schools, by a NY Post survey 
done this past August.
    “The ranking speaks for the 
quality at Murrow,” said com-
munication arts teacher Ms. 
Lisa Willner.
     The newspaper’s rankings 
were based on graduation 
rates, regents’ scores, AP ex-
ams and SAT results.
    “For the schools that test 
kids [for admission, they] clear-
ly have an advantage,” said Mr. 
David Navarria, social studies 
teacher. “Won’t they do better 
on standardized exams?” 
     Mr. Ryan Mills, who is in 
charge of the school’s Inquiry 
Team, said that formula should 
consider aspects that go be-
yond the academic statistics.
   “We are better in ways that 
are not calculated by the 
formula,” he said. “The for-
mula doesn’t consider stu-
dent development, socially 
and in the arts.
    The ranking even includes 
Specialized High Schools, 
such as Stuyvesant -- ranked 
#1 -- and Staten Island Tech, 
which was ranked #3. 
   “In reality it was really good 
because we were measured 
against specialized schools,” 
said Principal Mr. Anthony Lodico.
    Neighboring schools such 
as Midwood was ranked 22 
and Madison didn’t even 
make the Top 50.
  Senior Anna Vuvunikyan 
said that it is a huge honor.
    “I really think it’s a good 
because we are a specialized 
art school,” she said. “There 
are so many different op-
tions. [And] our education is 
at a high level.”
   Junior Meshi Zilberstein 
said he liked the rating but 
believes that the school 
doesn’t deserve such a 
high ranking.
  “I think the standards 
for our school are very 
low,” said Zilberstein. “We 
should be lower [on the 
list] because other schools 
work harder.”
 

Murrow is 
Ranked 40 Out 
of 50 Top High 
Schools by a 
NY Post Survey

 By Adelina Zhang
        News Editor

If you’re late to 
class, you’re going 
to see this sign 
on the class door. 
(right diagonal)

Students who are 
late must sign the 
late log (lower 
right). 
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Students See New Changes in the Classroom
 

      
    Teacher of Government 
Mr. Alex Redito said that 
there’s something new in 
his classroom this year – 
key words, words of the 
week, key questions and a 
late log.
    Mr. Redito is adjusting to 
new school requirements 
that mandate that all these 
items must be a part of a 
teacher’s new daily class-
room routine. However, he 
said it is sometimes a chal-
lenge to get through it all.
    “I think all of the changes 
have a positive impact,” said 
Mr. Redito. “However, the big-
gest challenge and the dis-
traction are reminding the 

kids to sign the late log.” 
    Spanish teacher Ms. Lil-
lian Berger said the chang-
es are also good but “it 
has been a challenge” to 
implement them.
   “The challenge is some-
times remembering to put 
the key words and key 
questions on the board,” 
said Ms. Berger. 
    The same can be said for 
Social Studies teacher Ms. 
Mary Lento.
    “I think it takes a few more 
minutes to put the keywords 
up, but I do think it’s impor-
tant for essay writing,” said 
Ms Lento.
  All the teachers said they 
are in support of the news 
changes which were imple-
mented in September. The 

changes were agreed upon 
after a committee of teach-
ers, along with Social Stud-
ies assistant principal, Mr. 
Allen Barge, met during the 
summer and brainstormed 
ideas what would work in 
the classroom. 
     The changes were made 
after members of the Joint 
Intervention Team visited 
the school last spring and 
made some suggestions 
in its report on how to help 
struggling students. 
   “Hopefully it gets students 
who aren’t doing the right 
thing back on track,” said 
Principal Mr. Anthony Lodico, 
who likes the new changes. 
“Our goal is for everyone to 
be successful.”
   However, some the stu-

dents gave the changes 
mixed reviews. 
   “I think the late log is a 
waste of time because it is 
more distractions,” said ju-
nior Silahi Sussain. “If a stu-
dent is late it takes more time 
out of the lesson.” 
     Another student, senior Jes-
sica Katzen, said she hasn’t 
seen much of a change.
  “But I’ve seen teachers focus 
on the key words, (especially) 
in my Math class,” she said.
    John Ugwuadi, a senior, 
said that he he’s late it’s a 
distraction to the class.
   “You have to take a pen, 
ask for the time, instead of 
just sitting down and starting 
the lesson,” he said.

By De-Asia Williams
       Business Editor

 

    

  
  

 

 

 
     Senior Kyle Lashley was 
quite confused when he 
was told he couldn’t get free 
lunch anymore. 
      Lashley, who last year was 
able to get free lunch though 
the city’s Universal Meals pro-
gram, is not able to this year. 
In fact, there are plenty of 
Murrowites who aren’t able 
to get free lunch either. 
     The program, which was 
lauded by school offi cials for 
feeding the hungry youth, is 
no longer able to do so be-
cause of budget cuts. While 
some Murrow students are 
able to qualify for free lunch 

or at a reduced price be-
cause their family income 
qualifies them to, others 
are forced to pay $1.50 if 
they want to eat. 
    “I couldn’t believe what I 
was hearing, I was shocked,” 
said Lashley. “There were 
times when I’ve had to go 
throughout the day without 
eating because I didn’t have 
cash on me.” 
   Principal Mr. Anthony Lodi-
co said the city is phasing out 
all Universal Meal programs. 
Students also have to fi ll out 
updated lunch forms due to 
the change.
    “I would absolutely go back 
to Universal Meals,” said 
Mr. Lodico. “I hate the fact 
that kids aren’t eating, be-
cause they can’t afford it 
and haven’t been responsi-
ble enough to turn in their 
lunch forms.”
    Since 2008, the school 
has been receiving free 
lunch from Universal Meals, 
a City-Wide lunch program 
which supplied many schools 
breakfast and lunch through-
out the city.  But bedcause 
of budget cuts, the program 

needed to save $3 billion 
and reduced the number 
of students receiving free 
lunch this year.
  Lunch Aid Mrs. AnnMa-
rie Matthew said that the 
school used to serve more 
than 1,000 students daily.  
Because of this change, she 
said they only serve approxi-
mately 515 meals. 
  “Fewer kids come for lunch 
because they have to pay,” 
said Matthew. “The lines are 
a whole lot shorter now.”
  Sophomore Barbara Philo-
gen said she feels that the 

new lunch policy is unfair.
    “The school lunch isn’t that 
good so we shouldn’t have 
to pay for it anyway,” said 
Philogen, 16 year old.
    Many students said they have 
tried to get lunch without mon-
ey but unfortunately, they’re 
not able to.
  “A lot of kids don’t have 
money, so therefore they’re 
not able to get the school 
lunch they want, and there’s 
nothing [we can] do about it,” 
said Matthew.

Students 
Must Now 
Pay Full Or 
Reduced 
Price For 
School Lunch 

By Zalika Cuff y-Scott 
             Reporter

The food that students must now pay for
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