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On Saturday, March 10, 2012, 
the Scholars’ Academy held 
a blood drive associated with 
the New York Blood Center in 
the cafeteria. From 10:00 am to 
2:30 pm, students came to do-
nate blood and to help save lives 
alongside their family and friends

“It’s easy, it saves lives and it 
takes about five to ten minutes,” 
said Zachary Patrick, a represen-
tative from the New York Blood 
Center.

After an individual donated 
blood, he or she was escorted to 
the resting area to enjoy available 
snacks and drinks.

 To donate blood, donors must 
be at least 17 years old, or 16 with  
written parental permission. 
Also, donors must weigh at least 
110 pounds. It is recommended 
by the New York Blood Center 
that donors should avoid giving 
blood if they have already done 
so within the last 56 days. 

When preparing to come to the 
blood drive, it is also important to 
eat breakfast, drink a lot of fluids 
and get a full night’s rest.

Zachary Patrick added, “Don’t 
engage in strenuous exercise, run 
around or lift anything heavy for 
4 to 5 hours after donating blood.” 

Darren Persaud, a senior at 
the Scholars’ Academy, donated 
blood for the first time. He de-
scribed his experiences as a bit 
nerve-racking.

“The experience of donating 
blood was good. I was nervous 
at first but then I realized that it 
actually wasn’t that bad,” said Per-
saud. 

For many students like Dar-
ren, the thought of saving lives 
motivated them to donate. Ciara 
Romero, another senior, had a 
more personal reason. 

 “My grandpa was in the hospi-
tal for a year due to an illness and 
received several blood transfu-
sions,” said Romero. “By donating 
blood, I know that I am helping 
families just as they helped my 
family by making blood available 
for my grandfather.”

School helpers at the blood 
drive also had their own stories 
as to why they were volunteering, 
such as school secretary Ginger 
O’Hare. 

“I received three transfusions, 
that’s why I came to help today. 
I can’t give blood, but I come 
to help,” said Ms. O’Hare. Ms. 
O’Hare participated at the blood 
drive by welcoming and situat-
ing incoming people. She man-
aged the resting area and made 
sure that everyone had food and 
refreshments after they donated 
blood.

Nationwide, many blood 
drives are held at high schools 
and attract a younger population 
of donors.

Zachary Patrick offered knowl-
edgeable facts on this truth.

“We get most of our blood sup-
ply from high schools. If it is their 

Recently, gas prices have 
spiked significantly, with prices 
rising above $4.00 per gallon, 
especially in large urban centers 
such as New York City. This has 
put additional economic stress on 
countless families and many are 
demanding answers.

In 2008, in a similar oil crisis, 
prices rose to similar heights as a 
result of high demands and low 
supplies of oil.

“The U.S. is a country that re-
fines petroleum to make finished 
products. Many people are sur-
prised to learn that the U.S. ex-
ported more refined petroleum 
products last year than any year 
previously. Of course, the U.S. 
still has to import a large portion 
of the crude oil it uses in refiner-
ies,” said Mr. Keith Chobot, tenth 
grade Global Studies teacher.

Today, the reasons for in-
creased gas prices are completely 
different. According to The Wall 
Street Journal, geopolitics have 
led gas prices to take a turn for 
the worse. Last November, the 
United Nations discovered Iran’s 
development of nuclear weap-
ons. In response to these devel-
opments, the West is imposing 
policies aimed to reduce Iran’s 
ability to export goods in an ef-
fort to stop the nuclear develop-
ments. This has become a major 
road block for Iran as exported 
oil has, in recent history, made up 
half of the country’s government 
revenue.

Tehran, the capital of Iran, has 
responded by threatening to close 
the Strait of Hormuz, a passage 
for 35 percent of the world’s oil 
exports.

“The strait is only six miles 
wide, but about twenty percent 
of the global supply of oil travels 
through this strategic waterway. 
While it is unlikely Iran can close 
the waterway for a significant 
length of time, any disruption to 
the availability of oil would cause 
an increase in the price of gas at 
the gas station,” continued Mr. 
Chobot.

Since December 2011, oil pric-
es in both the U.S. and worldwide 
have risen approximately 20 per-
cent.

“Right now, fuel prices are in-
creasing because of the possibility 
that Iran may cut off the Strait of 
Hormuz in the future. The clos-
ing of the Strait of Hormuz may 
not happen until early 2013, but 
the threat is having  an impact 
now. The reason why Iran would 
close the Strait of Hormuz is their 

frustration with international at-
tempts to end Iran’s nuclear weap-
ons program,” said Mr. Chobot.

For civilians, these increased 
prices along with the recession 
have brought increased financial 
pressure.

Tenth grade English teacher 
Ms. Jessica Renna explains, “The 
rising gas prices affect me person-
ally on a daily basis. In the past, I 
was= able to frequently purchase 
coffee and even lunch several 
times a week. Due to the rise in 
gas prices, I have had to become 
smarter about my finances,” said 
Ms. Renna. 

“Since I spend about fifty dol-
lars every week to fill up my gas 
tank, I have made a conscious 
effort to make coffee and luch at 
home. I am also more willing to 
take public transportation when 
traveling to the city, as opposed 
to driving in and paying for gas as 
well as tolls. Although we cannot 
control the rise in gas prices for 
the most part, we all can look at 

Burning Americans out of Cash

The Hunger Games, a book 
series, has captured the attention 
of much of the nation’s youth, in-
cluding our sixth graders. Initial-
ly, in the beginning of the school 
year, the book was used as the 
basis for a writing assignment. 
Many of the sixth graders were 
instantly hooked to the story. 

Once sixth graders saw the 
book, it wasn’t simply an assign-
ment anymore. “The artwork on 
the cover made me interested; 
I saw the cover so I decided to 

sixth grade was rewarded with a 
trip to see the movie, The Hunger 
Games, on Tuesday, March 7. 

The Hunger Games is about 
a 16-year-old girl named Katniss 
who lives in the poorest district 
of Panem, in a futuristic dystopi-
an United States.  A tournament 
is held every year in which one 
girl and one boy from each dis-
trict compete in an event called 
“The Hunger Games.”  They must 
“play” until there is a victor. Al-
though the rules and location of 
the tournament may change year 

see what it was about,” said Juan 
Peña, a sixth grader from 605.

Some sixth graders were not 
turned on simply by the cover 
art; some were intrigued by the 
elements of the story too. “I loved 
the book because it had adven-
ture, romance, and every one 
enjoys a good page turner,” said 
Naia Mergen, a student from 607

The Hunger Games was not 
just a book, but an overall distinc-
tive part of the sixth graders’ first 
year at the Scholars’ Academy. 
In light of their enthusiasm, the 

Let the Hunger Games Begin

Rockaway resident fills up his tank
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On a Saturday afternoon of 
March 3, the 37th annual St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade attracted 
crowds from all over the Rocka-
way peninsula. The parade is 
second largest to the Manhattan 
parade which was held on March 
17 this year.

The parade is a tradition that 
allows hundreds of Irish people 
to unite and enjoy the Irish heri-
tage. 

The St. Patrick ’s Day parade 
is celebrated by the largely Irish 
populated Rockaways that were 
once also referred to as the “Irish 
Riviera.” Brian Bolger, a student 
at our school who is an Irish na-
tive, explains how he celebrates 
the day, “I’m not different from 
anyone else, I go watch the pa-
rade and, of course, wear green! 
My family usually uses the parade 
as an excuse to spend more time 
together.” 

Brian continued, “Every year 
we watch the parade together and 
have fun.”

The streets of Belle Harbor 
were flooded with green, as resi-
dents and visitors wore the tradi-
tional St. Patrick’s’ Day greens to 
show their enthusiasm. 

From Beach 129th St. to Beach 
105th St., Irish bagpipes and 
drums filled the air playing as 
the bands marched in the pa-

rade. Some bands included the 
Clann Eirann pipe band which 
has played in Rockaway’s pa-
rade since the first Rockaway St. 
Patrick’s Day parade. The school 
bands from Archbishop Molloy, 
the Belle Harbor School - P.S. 114, 
and our very own Scholars’ Acad-
emy played as well.

The music serenaded the 
streets and brought delight to 
many faces. Briana McCarthy, 
an Irish sophomore at our school 
who relishes the parade every 
year said, “I enjoyed listening to 
the traditional music and seeing 
everyone dressed in the Irish cul-
tural style.” 

In their cheerleading uniforms 
and band equipment, Schol-
ars’ Academy students marched 
through the streets. Some faculty 
members, such as Mrs. Smyth 
and Mrs. Lyons, also attended to 
represent our school and heri-
tage alongside students. Students 
watching the parade from the 
sidewalk cheered on the familiar 
faces.

Also, other t-shirts reading St. 
Patrick’s Day 2012 were sold and 
bought; but not only by the Rock-
away Irish. 

“I’m not Irish, but I love the St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade,” said soph-
omore Ellaina Smith. “I live in 
Rockaway and have so many Irish 
friends,” she added.

Scholars’ Celebrate Irish Heritage 
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our expenses and try to see where 
we can cut corners,” she added.

Along with the current diffi-
culties, the United States is also 
struggling with less than 2.5 mil-
lion barrels of spare oil. With 
present issues, such as disrup-
tions in South Sedan and Yemen 
and a civil war in Syria, at least 

continued from front page

As the evening of March 24 
began with, students, families, 
teachers and faculty members 
were seen anxiously awaiting en-
trance to the auditorium. Doors 
opened at 6:30pm and the crowd 
flooded in to find the best seats 
in the house. While guests seat-
ed themselves or purchased a 
beverage or snack, the Scholars’ 
video production and stage crews 
were setting up their equipment 
in preparation for the event. A 
few minutes past 7:00 the lights 
dimmed, the audience quieted 
and of “And Then There None,” 
the first ever high school drama 
production, began.

The scene is set off the coast of 
Devon, England on Soldier Island 
in the living room of a mysteri-
ous Mr. Owens. While the room 
is furnished like any other, with 
couches, a fireplace, a bookshelf 
there are also ten soldiers lined 
up next to one another on the 
mantle, and the famous nursery 
rhyme “Ten Little Soldier Boys” is 
hanging above the mantle. 

Each of the characters are in-
troduced, enjoying drinks and 

chatter with one another until 
an unknown voice begins to play 
throughout the house, accusing 
the ten guests of murder. The 
group of confused and shocked 
guests begin to suspect that there 
is no Mr. Owens and the invita-
tions to the party are a trap. A 
sophomore Thomas Caiazza was 
pleased with the actors and the 
how convincing they were, de-
scribing them as “great and really 
convincing.” 

As the guests try and deter-
mine what’s going on, and who’s 
planning the trap, the plot thick-

ens, with each character dying 
off, in accordance to the nursery 
rhyme. With every death another 
soldier boy falls off the mantle 
and breaks symbolically. As it 
turns out, Mr. Wargrave played 
by junior Matthew Goldman, 
one of the guests is the actual 
schemer. Junior Justin Lange was 
pleased with the plot twist and 
acting states “At the end, Matt’s 
dramatic scene was interesting 
and enjoyable.” 

The play is available on the 
Scholars’ Academy Ustream. 

High School Students Perform in First Play

half a million barrels a day are 
exempted from the market. These 
resources and political issues 
have put an even greater econom-
ic pressure on the price of gas.

Ultimately, the policies im-
posed by Europe and the U.S. 
towards Iran dictate the prices 
of the oil. At this rate, it seems as 
though militaristic tension will be 
the main reason gas prices will 
rise above five dolars a gallon.

“It is interesting to see how this 

Burning Americans out of Cash

Twice a week, sixth, seventh 
and eighth grade students enjoy 
walking to their 6th period elec-
tive classes by themselves. These 
classes, including gym, dance, 
lego robotics, newspaper, fitness, 
media, drama, and chorus, are 
chosen individually by each stu-
dent based on interest rather than 
academic rigor. 

“Electives are a way to learn 
and have fun,” says Kerry-Ann 
Deopersad, a seventh grader, in 
Ms.Maffei’s elective.

Gym, an elective supervised 
by Mr. Lunati, provides students 
with the opportunity to be physi-
cally active through participa-
tion in a variety of sports. Here 
students can interact with one 
another while having fun, but it 
does require plenty of energy. 

“Gym is like free play. We get to 
enjoy our time by playing against 
our peers or playing with teams. 
It may not seem like a working 
period, but it does build our team 
skills,” says Ekok Soubir, a student 
in the Gym elective.

The students in dance are cur-
rently dancing to the rhythms of 
Zumba with Ms.Maffei, which re-

mini lesson to the students at the 
beginning of the marking period 
explaining how the application 
works and lets the students try it 
out themselves.

Media teaches us interesting 
techniques like animation that 
will come in handy in our future,” 
says Vincent Spiteri, a student in 
Mr.Pepe’s elective.

Electives encourage students 
to experience activities that go 
beyond academics that they may 
have an interest in. Electives also 
give students the opportunity to 
meet students from other classes, 
with whom they have few oppor-
tunities to interact with. 

“Electives allow me to meet 
new people, explore new things, 
and learn in a very interesting 
way,” says Vincent Spiteri.

Various Electives Offered to Middle School

quires a lot of vitality due to the 
incorporated aerobic elements. 
Zumba incorporates dances like 
salsa and hip hop, allowing stu-
dents to learn the history of the 
various dances and experience 
them as well. Students also work 
in groups to create fun styles of 
dancing and work collaboratively.

“I like dance because we work 
collaboratively with our group 
members and experience dif-
ferent cultures,” says Thahme-
na Zzamman, a student the in 
Ms.Maffei’s elective.

“Students in media create proj-
ects using Animation-ish, an ani-
mation software. Students create 
a short clip that consists of slides 
made from animation. Mr. Peppe, 
the instructor, generally teaches a 

will play out. I believe it is unlikely 
that Iran will ultimately close the 
Strait of Hormuz. The closing of 
the strait would likely occur after 
further international intervention 
in Iran’s nuclear weapons pro-
gram (possibly a strike by the U.S. 
or Israel). It is unlikely closing the 
strait would be worth some of the 
possible repercussions to Iran,” 
concludes Mr. Chobot.

Selecting Scholar Proves to be Difficult 

Every Month Scholar’s Acad-
emy holds a tradition known as 
The Scholar of the Month Assem-
bly. During this assembly, select-
ed students from each homeroom 
are chosen to represent the class. 
Students are chosen based on 
their overall performance during 
that given month. Each student is 
selected by his or her teachers

It would seem that teachers 
nominate based on academics 
only. At Scholars’ Academy this is 
hardly the case. 

Some teachers look at the skills 
that are prerequisites for academ-
ic success, such as organizational 
skill.

“In my opinion how organized 
this person is also plays a key fac-
tor when spotting the scholar of 

the month,” says Mr. Bradley, a 
middle school math  teacher. “All 
other traits are not as crucial,” he 
added. 

Still the selection process is not 
so easy. There are many skills that 
determine a student’s success. 
“You need to get the basic idea 
of this persons everyday work 
ethic,” says Ms. Todes, the sixth 
grade Humanities teacher. “That’s 
the only way to determine the 
scholar,” she added. 

Scholars are not selected by 
academic work only, but their 
character is taken into high con-
siderations as well. Traits such as 
leadership and effort are carefully 
evaluated.

“You usually have to walk 
around in their shoes, before you 
select the scholar of the month,” 
says Ms. Todes. 
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Maura Hennessey, Josue Bastidas, and Brian Bolger perform

Mr. Pepe’s elective class learns animation

First school year Scholar of the Month brunch

Band performs at parade
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