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These 5 Albums Represent the Best Music of 2013

If 2013 was the year of anything, 
it was definitely the year for music albums. 
Let’s take a look back at the finest musi-
cal albums that were released in 2013. The 
year’s albums were universally acclaimed  
by both listeners and critics.  2013’s top 5 
albums were both commercially and criti-
cally successful. In other words, these al-
bums were hits with listeners and on the 
album charts. These albums range from a 
variety of genres, such as Pop, Hip Hop, 
Alternative, R&B, Rhythmic, Soul and 
Rock. Diversity in music was a huge factor 
in album successes this year. 

 

Coming in at number five on the top five 
albums of 2013 list is none other than the 
hip hop and R&B crossover Drake. His 
third studio album Nothing Was the Same 
debuted at number one on Billboard’s 
Top 200 Albums chart back in September, 
selling 658,000 copies in its first week of 
release. Drake has always been known to 
cross genres in both hip hop and R&B. He 
has the reputation of being a romantic and 
emotional artist that uses his feelings to 
tell a story through his music. This album 
didn’t disappoint his fanbase. Although the 
songs on the album are very relatable, they 
showed minimal change from his previous 
efforts. 

This album includes collabora-
tions with R&B singers Jhene Aiko, Ma-
jid Jordan, Detail, and Jay-Z. The albums 
lead single “Started from the Bottom” is 
a club worthy anthem with an infectious 
chorus that has everyone reciting the lyr-
ics. This single became Drake’s twelfth top 
tenth single on Billboard’s Hot 100 singles 
chart. His current single “Hold On, We’re 
Going Home” is a retro R&B song with a 
synth pop beat that showcases Drake’s mu-
sical  talents and flexibility. Other singles 
released from the album include “All Me”, 
“Pound Cake”, “The Language”, and “Too 
Much”. This album has since gone on to 
sell over one million copies in the United 
States, certified platinum. 

 At number four is one 
of the year’s biggest breakthrough art-
ists Lorde. Her debut studio album Pure 
Heroine was released September 27, 2013 
selling 129,000 copies in it’s first week of 
release. Lorde is one of the year’s biggest 
breakthrough artists. Her album showed a 
great deal of maturity for someone at the 

age of 17. Her voice and songwriting abil-
ities are absolute perfection and show a lot 
of maturity. She collaborates with no one 
and works with only one producer on her 
album. 

  The song that catapulted the al-
bum to success was the lead single “Roy-
als”. “Royals” has received lots of praise 
from critics who praised the song’s pro-
duction, message, lyrics, and simplicity. 
The single has also received commercial 
success charting at number one in the Unit-
ed States for nine consecutive weeks. In 
addition, it has gone on to be certified four 
times platinum for selling over four million 
copies in the United States. Lorde blends 
artpop, electronica, and soul to create her 
debut album Pure Heroine. Other singles 
released from the album include “Team” 
and “Tennis Court”. 

 

Coming in at number three on the top 
5 albums of 2013 list is one of the year 
most underrated bands, Vampire Week-
end. Their third album, Modern Vam-
pires of the City, debuted at number one 
with 134,000 copies in it’s first week of 
release. This album became their second 
consecutive number one album in the 
United States. Vampire Weekend is one 
of the most critically acclaimed groups of 
the year. Their album showcased an indie 
rock style that drew comparisons to The 
Beatles. All of the lyrics of the songs on 
the album were written by Ezra Koenig 
who is also the lead singer and guitarist 
of the band. The singles released from the 
album include “Diane Young”, “Ya Hey”, 
and “Unbelievers”. 

Landing in at number two on the 
top 5 albums of 2013 list is the year’s most 
shocking and unplanned album. This was 
Beyonce’s self titled fifth studio album. 
Beyonce surprised her fans, the music in-
dustry, and the media by  releasing her al-
bum on December 13th, 2013. This caused 
a stir in social media users, who were not 
expecting a release from Beyonce until 
2014. Countless versions of songs from 
her album were leaked months in advance 
of the album’s official release. The album 
sold 80,000 copies in its first three hours, 
and 430,000 copies in its first 24 hours. 

Despite being released in the 
middle of album sales tracking week, 
Beyonce managed to sell 617, 213 digi-
tal copies in a matter of three days giving 
the singer her fifth consecutive number 
one album. With it only being available 
for release for 4 weeks in 2013, it man-
aged to sell 1.4 million copies becoming 
the eighth best selling album of that year. 
This is also the best selling album from a 
female artist in 2013.  Beyonce has been 
known to create dance pop and R&B 
music that empowers women to embrace 
themselves. This album took a turn in 
a different direction and showcased her 
more personal and sexual side. 

In reference to her new album, 
Beyonce has stated “Now I’m in my 30s, 
and those children that grew up listening 
to me have grown up, and I always felt 
like it was my responsibility to be aware of 
kids and their parents and all these genera-
tions”. Beyonce wrote and produced every 
song on the album with the help of  Joshua 
Coleman, Sia Furler Ammo, Boots, Noel 
“Detail” Fisher, Jay-Z, Timothy Mosley, 
Jerome Harmon, Pharrell Williams, James 
Fauntleroy, Justin Timberlake, Timbaland, 
Caroline Polachek, The Dream, Dwayne 
Weir, Mike Dean, Key Wane, Hit-Boy, Mi-
guel Jontel, Pimentel, Noah”40” Shebib, 
Drake, Jordan Kenneth Cooke Ullman, 
Sidney “Omen” Brown, Ryan Tedder, and 
Chauncey Hollis.  Her album was univer-
sally acclaimed by critics and even com-
pared to Thriller by Michael Jackson in its 
international praise.

 Lastly, the album everyone’s been 
waiting to hear about. The number one 
album of 2013 is not only one of the best 
reviewed albums of this artist’s career, but 

it’s also the best selling album of 2013. 
This album is The 20/20 Experience by 
Justin Timberlake. 

In the early days of 2013, Justin 
Timberlake announced to his fans that he 
would be releasing his first musical project 
in nearly 8 years. This news caused major 
hype within the music industry. Longtime 
fans of Justin Timberlake were awaiting 
his return to the music scene and to see 
what sound he would incorporate in his 
album. Justin Timberlake has been known 
to create lengthy songs ranging around 
6-9 minutes. They’re also known to have 
an intro beat, that connects to the middle, 
and smoothly changes into an outro beat 
as heard on his song “Mirrors”. 

In reference to the album, Jus-
tin Timberlake stated, “The album goes a 
lot of different directions. I think there’s 
probably a little bit of what was reminis-
cent on the first album and then a little 
bit of what’s reminiscent of the second 
album, and then some new stuff. If Pink 
Floyd and Led Zeppelin can do 10-minute 
songs and Queen can do 10-minute songs 
then why can’t we? We’ll figure out the 
radio edits later”. 

The 20/20 Experience debuted 
at number one on Billboard Top 200 Al-
bums Chart with 968,000 copies sold in 
its first week; being the biggest first week 
debut of 2013. It remained number one for 
2 more weeks. This album became Justin 
Timberlake’s second number one album 
as a solo artist. The 20/20 Experience 
blends pop, R&B, and neo-soul to create 
a story for themes of romance, sex, and 
love. “Suit and Tie” was released as the 
first single, followed by the international 
hit “Mirrors”, and the highly controversial 
“Tunnel Vision”. The 20/20 Experience 
became the best selling album of 2013 
selling 2,436,000 copies in the United 
States, thus being the only album of the 
year to be certified double platinum. Jus-
tin Timberlake wrote and produced every 
song on the album and Timbaland, Tim-
othy Mosley, Jerome “J-Roc” Harmon, 
James Fauntleroy, Jay-Z, Terrence Stubbs, 
Johnny Wilson, Charles Still, and Noel 
Williams all collaborated in producing the 
album. 
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